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CROWNING 0F KING GEORGE
Second British Coronation of the Twentieth Century Reviewed and Described

in tbe Light of History and Current Events.

By W. T. ALLISON
Specwa Canadian Correspondent of " The Coûdf." at the Coronatio.

SAMUEL, PEPYS, the pop-eyed diarst who saw
everything that happened in the bondon of
lis day, and who described ail that he saw

with "brilliant malice," has left us a picture
of the coronation of Charles IL "A great pleasure
it was,"ý he writes, "to see the Abbey raised in the
middle, ail covered with red, and a throne (that is
a chaire) and a foot-stoole on top of it, and ahl the
officers of ail -kinds, so much as the very fiddlers
in red vests." If Pepys could have been present
among the thousands of guiests from ail parts of the
habitable globe who made Westminster Abbey
bright witli spiendor at the coronation of King
George V., lie woul have had no place in bis diary
for such common words as "fiddlers" and "red
vests." He would have ransacked his vocabulary
for public phrases and imperial epithets. For even
to, this generation, glutted with grandeur, and sur-
feited with pageants, even to those who hiave lived
in the reign of three sovereigns, wlio have witnessed
the Jubilee procession of 1897, the majestic funeral
pageant of the great Queeni, the coronation of
King Edward in August, 1902, and lis funeral cor-
tege last year, when twenty-seven kings followed
him to the tomb, after his short but happy reign,
even these subj ects of three moriarclis declare that
the coronation of our sailor King, on june 22nd,
was the most superb national event which hias ever
been seen in Europe. The ever-increasing pomp
and glory which attend the crowning of a King of
England, and which make tlie coronation of Pepys'
Merry Monarcli so tawdry by way of contrast, are
due to two'causes: the rise of the great Eý'mpire over
seas with a development of imperial sentiment that
lias grown by leaps and bounds during the last
decade, and in the second place, to a certain warmnth
and expansiveness betokening a change in the tem-
perament of the English people.

Few among the assembled millions who clieered
His Majesty gave a tliought of George IV.,
dlead and gone these eighty years. But there was
one reminder of lis vanished splendour; for the
new King, his successor in tlie Georgian line, wore
the imperial mande or pall used by his ancestor in-
stead of tliat of Edward VIL. Ail these years the
beautiful garment lias been kept in a cedar box.
Made of the finest cloth of goid, with the badges of
the three kingdoms woven into its surface, it looked
as fresh in appearance as if it had been made yes-
terday. But it was only in the wearing of this robe
tliat the coronation of our Ring bore any relation
to that of George IV., for aithougli the earlier
George spent £25,000 on the festivities which marked
his occasion, and was crowned in great pomp, bis
conduct towards the unliappy Qqeen Caroline and
ber exclusion from the Abbey filled the streets of.
London witli a raging mol> of lier sympathizers.
So great was bis fear of bis subjects that, George
IV., after the coronation ceremony and feast, was
nbliped to ride to the rnalace bv a circuitous route

Buckingham Palace to Westminster Abbey a miii-
tary cordon occupied each side of the way. The
colonial troops were given the post of honour at
Buckingham Palace, and at Queen Victoria's statue.
The first soldiers seen by the King were from Can-
ada, South Africa, and India. Representative offi-
cers f rom ail the colonies and dependencies of the
Empire marched in the procession as an advance
guard to His Majesty, but the eight hundred picked
men in the Canadian contingent, and their brethren
from the far places of the earth, were obliged to
form part of that living wall of soldiery through
which the King and Queen were to pass to their
crowning. The photograplis of many of these
bearded sons of Mars, and of the white-gloved con-
stables of London, will remain imprinted for long
enough on the mental retinue of the tired spectators
who had to look down upon them, from wooden bal-
conies or from the sidewalk crusli during those in-
terminable hours. 1

Pending the arrival of the procession, the muli-
tude had to bie content with the spiashes of colour
in the uniforms in their immediate vicinity. Here
stood the sumptuously caparisoned horses of the
Cumberland Hussars, whose bullioned pelisse uni-
forms are equai to those of the Royal Horse Guards
for richiness of colour. In another place were the
simple khakî horsemien f rom the Cape, whose only
colour was a splash of scarlet at gorge and cuif.
Across the street stood the Scottish Horse, and
further on coLd] be seen the Indian troopers
mouinted and turbaned, their olive faces and gleam-
ing eyes lending a toucli of barbaric magnificence
to the scene. Then there were miles of foot soldiers
in scarlet, brown, green, crimison, buif and faded
grey. During their nine hours' vigil the soldiers of
this empire arm-y were useful in leaning back against
the multitude wben that hydra-lieaded source of
energy becamie too enthusiastic and threatened to
spill over into the street; but the main purpose which
they served was decorative. Tfhey supplied two
lines of gorgeous colour from Buckingham Palace
to Westminster Abbey.

As for other decorations there were the inevitable
Venetiani masts, with fiuttering bridges of pennants
along Piccadilly, and an abundance of bunting and
streamers along the faces of the grey, old walls
which looked down upon the surging streets below.
The noble and imposing thoroughfare leading from
Nelson's Monument to the Abbey was iii the nature
of things the most beautifully decorated portion
of the route. As the restait of a monthi's toil on the
part of a large force of artists, Whiteliall and Par-
liament Street displayed sixty-four fibrous plastered
columns facing one another at intervals of twenty-
five f eet. These zraceful, white columns werç sur-
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tion millions belield a figure of prosperity, seat
on wheat sheaves, and holding a cornucopia, frc
whicli tlie fruits of Ontario were being poured oi
On the side of eacli pylon stood devices representi
the arms of Ontario in lieraldic colours. Acrc
tlie frieze of each pylon the multitude read the mai
naine "Ontario," inscribed in letters of gold.
further magnificent effect was obtained by the erE
tion of two masts, each forty feet higli, and silv
grey green in colour, designed to support eacli pylc
Each xnast bore a wreath of wheat near the top, a
suspended beneatli was a pennant bearing the ari
of Ontario. At the top of each mast, and setting
the whle, a golden crown shone resplendent.

Sue'mounting ail these decoratlons and eclipsi:
thexu ail, in point of human îiterest at least, we
the nu.merous stands erected bv divic corooratioi


