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H ou se sMEDICINE HAT deals effectivolY
wlth the bouslng problem.
The "Hat" has a present popu-

lation of 16,000, wblch a year ago la
said to have been 12,000. The reason
for tbe Influx is-gas. Natural gas
meane cbeap power, factories, work-
ors, population. Since the beginning
of 1913 sevon now Industries have
gone into Medicine Hat, at a capital
expenditure o! $5,000,000 and employ-
ment of labor up to 1,000 bande. A
streot rallway wlll soon be completed.
Many of tbe present new arrivais In
the town are ongagod In construction
work. To bouse tbese and tbe skllled
workers la a problom recently tacled
by the munlclpallty-'witb, great vigor.
The clty obtalned froin the Leglsla-
tire Assembly the rlght to 'erect
bouses to tbe extent of $100,000 a
year. No steps bave yet been taken
to bulld bouses by tbe muiililty,
wbicb wIll probably subait, a by-law
for that purpose, and wben bouses are
built tbey will llkely be rented-

In the meantime, the city bas put
op a tent town for the accommoda-
tion of tbe extra population. Fifty
tente bave been erected on lower
Main Street. Tbey are rented.at a
nominal rate, provlded witb Water and
gas and sanltary arrangements. In
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a nd Ho w to0
Tents at Medicine

G et

'e Medicine Rat City Courdil Pitched a Teînt City ta Accommodate the Many
L ý New Arrivais WhoWere Unable ta Get Houses.

one day tWenty applications wore recelved for tonts.. In the fail,
wbon thie building activities are able to catch up to the demand the
tent-dlwellers *Ill move Into bouses.

Other cities In the West have found It necessary to house hun-
drede ofpeople, in tente. In fact, most of the larger cities are sol-
dom witbout a suburban colony of tent-dwellers, flot only in sumn-
mer, but on into the wlnter. This le less characterlstie now thanit was a few years ago, wben buildingand building labor wae less
organlzed. But so long as the movement of people into the Westkeeps up, the larger places wlll continue to attract a large percent-
age of the inllux, and tente wfll be necessary.

New Residence of Mr, L. V. X err on Smtith Street.
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HOUSING problems are more acute
in large eastern cties than tboy

are in the west. The biggor the clty,
the greater the proportion of badly-
housed, tenementod and slum-dweliing
people. Gettlng rid of the sium leI a
worse business than getting rid of
the sback. Sbacktowns in tbe suburbs
become residence districts. The slum,
samples o! wbose bousing' accommo-
dation are sbown In tbe picturés be-
10w, la a tbing that naturally grows
worse, tbe bigger a city gets. In ser-
oral Ontario cîtios action le now be-
lng taken by municipal authorities
under the new Housing Act to jgot rld
o! slumB and to substitute comfortable
homes at a' moderato pries for tbe
tenement. Toronto bas taken the lead
on a large scale. Tbe Houslng Asso-
ciation le now engaged In building
good homes for peopleo f moderato
means. Hamilton, Berlin, Brantford
and Stratford are starting similar en-
terprises, lu eacb case the munici-
pallty guaranteeing 85 par cenit o!'
tbe company's bonde. 'Halifax bas a
big scheme to abollsb the slum, under
tbe direction of a man well rersed In
Englisb gardon citios. Ottawa le now
anxious to join the movement.
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