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It is already an assured fact that the year 19 09igoing to breaic aIl records in railway building' in Western Canada. Taking Canada as a whole,
the expendîture on conî-

SDEMLWAY struction that h a s been
V OMENT. planned for this year will

* as an addition of 1,248 miles to the railwayUnes of this country during 1908; the present
'~year will see no- less than 4,327 miles under con-struction. Within a few months trains will be~jrunning between Edmonton and Port Arthur.là Grading is finisied 150 miles- west of Edmon-

ton. The Canadian Pacific and the Canadian
Northern wîll do a great deal of constructionjtthis year, which wifll ncrease the intelacîng of.$railway lines on the map of Western Canada.jTain 1 au'ina iw the important feature ofthe active railway development 'is the strength-Sening of the links connectinig Eastern and West-'1ern Canada. The routes êxtended and iproiected~jwill bring dloser together the sections divided byLake Superior Instead of only the liue around

Sthe rocky coast of that fresh-water ocean, there~twill be other links between West and East.10i While every new region of our vast Dominic.n
is being served by railway construction, Canadais being solidified conimercially.

It was Queen Victoria who, to dispose of therivalry between 'loronto and Montreal, fixedtapon Ottawa to be the capital of this Dominion.The Commonwealth of Australia, in like manî-
ner, is to have its capital inIN REGARD T'O the "bush," instead of eitlierCAPITALS. Sidney or Melbourne having
that honor. It is lîkely, too,that the confederation of British South Africa,which is on the eve of being formed, will have itscapital on the veldt, as the "up country" peoplehave a certaini jeaiousy of Cape Town. Thle peopleof Australia are following the same course aswas taken in the United States wlhen, iustead ofNew York, or PhiladeIphia, or Boston beingmnade the nati-orzl capital, Washington, in tie"bush," was ciâded upon. There is to be a fed-eral district nine hundmed miles square, in theYass-Canberra country in New South Wales,and in its centre, on the Murrumbidgee River,which is descrilbed as a-noble stream, but lias anatrocious naine, will be the capital, for which aname has îlot yet been selected. It is only rigittbat the capital of a country shild be ceîîtrallvsituated. If the fathers of the"United Statesand of our Dominion conld only have looked ini-to the future, they wonld have hocated the cavî-tals at Chicago and Winnipeg respectively.

No matter wiat Govemnment lias beeîî iipower in ttus Canada of ours, the Post Office
.D)epartment lias always been liberal iii.estahlisli-ing services in the newer parts of the Dominion.

Maîîy have viewed tlîisPOSTAL BUSINESS, as w%'iolly an act of gen-
erosity, a bid for thebusiness that was to -cone. But postal businîessdoes not depeîîd wliolly on' population. Tîius iiithe matter of businiess done, the order is as fol-lows: Ontarlo, Quebec, Manitoba, British Co-lumbia, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Saskatcîe-wan, Alberta, Prinîce Edward Island. Peopl'e iiithe old settle(l Provinces are surrotinded by tlieirfriends and relatives, and themefore do not îîeedto write, but iii tle West the new sef-ier liasrelatives in the old Provinces or the 01(1 Land(,and hie dan only conîmunicate witlî tliem i ywri tig.

There lias beeîî a vast amotnut of dî'qctusioin ofthe divorce statistics'of tlie UnAitedl States forthe past forty yetirs wlîichî were puhlislied hastmonth in a bulletin issÜed bv tie Ceiîstus De-
patment at Wasington.ABOUT DIVORCE. Tlîe inost extaordinarv
tittemance on tihe violesubject which bas corne to tlhe Plîilosoplier's at-tention is the report of a lecture by ProfessorWVillcox, of Comnell University, wvho argues tintthe resuit of tie million -ind a quarter divorcesgranted iin the United States iin tie past forts'Yeams, anîd of the apidlv iincre'asing zaînmal, di-vorce rate, is îlot injutrionis to the sanctitx- of thiehome or lo%%vcriing to tihenmoral louie of the cotin-try Fie savs tlîat lie is coniiîced tlîat coripam'n-tivelv few divorces are -because one o-f thme jatdesimes to niariy a third pcrson. 'Phe Pliilnso-phier, from sonie sttudy of ic lepatter. i's iicl mced

jto think otherwise, while at the samne time, ofcourse, recognizin g the plain fact that not a fewdivorces ar smpy a matter of justice. By andlarge, the end .5ought in most divorce cases ishappiness. Persons who have flot found hapi-îîess in the married state seek' it anew in free-dom. Statistics showing the success or failureof thîs quest would. be useful. The veracioustestimony of persons who have been divorcedwould, however, be difficult to secure. The Phil-osopher's impression is that in almost aIl casestlhe ha.ppiness they are seeking turns out to bea new form of unrest. Many of the divorces obo'taiiied in the States are of persons who havebeen previously divorced. A man or womanwho cannot find a reasonable earthly equivalentfor happiniss in an ordinarily prudentt marriageis prohably doomed to disc9ntent aflyway.

Thle Philosopher bas _been tumning over thepages of the annual blue book issued by the Do-minlion Government containinzg the full fist ofunclaimed bank balances, with the amount, and
the name of theUNCLAIMED BALANCES. person entitled to
the amount, ineach case. By thelaw of Canala, the- banksmnust turn over to the Government every balancein regard to which the owner bas given no siz'nwithin five years. Thle Government publishesjits list annually, and the owners oi any balancecan secure it by proving that he is the owner.li many cases these unclaimed balances must'be regarded as revealing the existence of an un-usual variety of queer people *among the manyvarieties that go'to make up this queer old worldof ours. Some of these depositors are no doubtstill living, and moved by a variety of strangemotives, or sheer lack of motive, to negleet orabandon their property. Most of them, how-ever, are probably dead, or have wandered awayin a state of forgetfulness, or have lost theirminds-secretive souls whose relatives knew orknow nothing of their affairs, or Ionely soulswithout relatives who have passed on out of thisworld. In Great Britaîn the banks pnblish nostatemnent of unclaimied balances and the Gov-ernrnent leaves theni in undisturbed possessionof the money. Our way in Canada is a betterway.

Back o)f Edmonton there is a region of greatextent which will some day be filled with set-Iers. Last faîl the Dominion Government 'hada party making lndian treaty payments througli.
out that region, andBACK 0F ÈDMONTON. the accounts they
give Of what tlîeysaw are surprising.. The farthest point north-ward touc led by this party was Lac du Brochet,about four hundred miles north of Prince Alhcrtanîd seven hundred miles north of the interna-tional boundary. Mr. W. J. McLean, the headof the party reports that there they found po-tatoes gro w ng. At Pelican Narrows, twvo inni-dred miles south of Lac, du Brochet, was fouunda garden filled with corn, carrots, beets, onons,cabbage and caulit1owver. At Cunberland Hlonlsand the Pas, gardens were a matter of course.Farms were found at a distance seventy milesnorthi of Prince Albert. The conintry is, rich i 0inuxiierals. Mr. McLean noted indications of côtî-per, silver, imon and mica. A t Lake La Ronge.thiere have been recent discoveries of gold, auda rush of gold-seekers is expected in the sprinz.Water powers were pass 'ed whicl xvould stipnlvýa great city with power, anîd for a good part ofthe way the jourmney was througli snruce timiber.Tt is evident tliat north of Prince Albert thcre isa country second only to the 'iMackenizie andl'eace River valîcys.

Newspaper dispatcies tell of the efforts ofliquor sellers to obtain licenses in Northern On-tario. But the Ontario Goverumient is wisely re-fusing to increase the present mnmber. 'Phe
stea(ly progres5 of theORDERLY COBALT. mnovemnent forthe aboli-
tioni of the har tirotls-ont Ontario is shown by tie fact tiaPwin lS-theme were 6,185s licenses 'in that Province,whlereas at tîhe present tiine, tiligi thepopunlation of Ontamio is nearly lwice as large asit xvas ii I S74. the total ninier of l i,,n - j~2,500. The Govemrnent oimIy eviiice, rdîîîiarv-P-litical wisdoni in running vith î public senifiiiu*i t. Tt is a recognized fact tint Cia);lt is t1le

nlnogcainps on this continent, alid fthc acq1:ý_

sition and maintenance of its good name is due
to the fact that there lias neyer been a liquor 11..
cense in the place, and '-blind pigs 'are rutiilessly
rooted out. 'ihere is a clause in the Ontario
MiningAct which forbids the, issue of a.liquor
license within sik miles of a mine employing six~
Or more-men. Experience lias taughit the advis-
ability of keeping whiskey and miners apart.

Human inventiveness is busy, as it was neyer*busy before, in devising engines of -destrucetioni
for use in warfare on land, on sea, in the air,,
and ini the depthis under the sea. In ail the mili-
tary nations military men are g».ving up their

habituai conser-INVENTIVENESS v a t i o n andIN DESTRUCTIVENESS., showing e v e r y
read'ness to tryniew inventions. It was flot ever thus. The

knights who fougbt in armour hated the intro-
duction of gunpowder. Vvellington' fought
against giving up the flintlock. In our own time
the breech-loader, the magazine rifle, mad laterthe submarine met at first with opposition. But
it is different now. Electric guns, aerial tor-pedoes to be lauç~ched from airships and otherstartling novelties are devised, and ail aie largely*seized upon and their practicableness investigat-
ed. It is a pleasant optimism to, believe thateach new invention wiIl make war impossible.
War will neyer become impossible; but it is sureto become inprofitable. 'It' will- be no single in-vention, as romancers dream, which will bringthe assurance of peace. but the slow accumula-
tion which will make war too ruinous- and tooghiastly to be risked. Thus will human inven-tiveness triumph even over war. But it will bethe destruction of property rather than the in-creased deadliness that wiIl bc the determining
factor.

Isilngdup the growth of Western Canada,Mwill fltdo to overlook the growth in Western1eN ew Ontario, which is the link bctween Eastand West, and partakes of the characteristics of
both. The development ofWESTERN NEW the country Iying west ofONTARIO. Lake Superior and of the
district north of the hieight*of land north of Lake Superior is now proceed-ing; that development is spread over so wide anextent of territory that it is difficuit to judiyehow great it is, but the growth of Fort Williamand Port Arthur is evidence of what is going onin the country behind. In the former town 424buildings were erected last year, as comparedwith 353 the year before, the majority beintyresidences, and a number of large public and,private buildings being included in the list,among the latter school buildings worth $10o,000, a Presbyterian churcli costing $60,000, and ahandsome Masonic Temple. AIl Canada willbenefit by the filling up of the country West-ern New Ontario, and thie rarDid growth of theLake Superior ports gives gratifying proof ofw'hat is going On in tliatrekn

Lord Ml\orley's speech in the House of Lordson the situation in Inidia constitutes a serionsappraisement of the whité man's burden in thatpart of the globe. Nothing could be more con,
,vincing than his set-THE WHITE MANS ting forthi of GreatBURDEN. Britain's responisibilitv~

to the millions of IndiaiNvio are struggling towards the light of civiliz.tion. At on1e point in hlis speech hie said: "I, for()le, am not what is conmonly known as an lm-1perialist, but I emphatically affirmi that to pre-side over t] is great movement amnong a peoffleranging in their stage of transition from a Eu..ropean -fith century in sorte parts, in slow, un-cven stages, lit to the twentieth' century inothers, to be the guides of this niovement is flotoffly hurnanîtv but a grea't national honor, andon1e Of the most glorioous tasks ever confided toally Government."ý There can be no doubt thatGreat Britain for a long time to corne mnust con..fiue to rie India for India's own g-ood. Nomcan the United States leave the task in the Phuil-urpilues, ultil the inhahitants have gone throup~hthe slow process of fitting themselves for self-goverilm e nt.

The Dominion Analystys staff of investigatorsat Ottawva are investi-ating the Paris green thatis doled out to the industriotis potato bu,~. Alike einquimy at Washington lias demonstrated
the fact that theA PURE POISO N LAW. bugs Of the United
States have beenifed on ininuire, adulterated and ineffective pois-ons. Mulcli of the Paris green sold in the coun..ýtry to the sonth bias been shownl to contain lessthan haîlf ts buk of the cleadIv arsenions oxide.The bhlg cats nmerrilv awa-y at SnelPrl renndtrives on, it, N0h17e the in1antifacturers of the

'~tff rox mii.'f sucli is fouind to be the casein this country, Parliainent shotld follow the e--ce!lllnt exanmle that is being gîvenl in' the UnitedStatcs, where sluchil impre bu,, poison is beinglUQ9islate(l ngainîs t. T hs is in liue iithl the inurefid l.'Plie bug is entitled to pure poison,
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