
L>S.&iin:Saèe you should have foundany trace of .the expedition,,it will be
your duty to fo1loy, upthat trace. ,In,.doing this,! you;must,exercise extreme
cauti9pjio as,notto ,1pse your negns of commumcation With Beechey Island ;
nqr areyou to: mcurany hopeless risk by, proceedmg.beyond reasonable linits,
for,te safty of yourown crews must. be your fst care. We place every con-
fidence fï* your. zeal an&intelligeiëe, andl feel assure'd' that you will act with
sounid Jpg2neSi'n whateyér .situation ,yoó may be pjacecl we tierefore leave it
to you either to abandon. tie expedition altogether, f you are of opinion that no
further, eps cabe' practicably taken,'or to sendsuch of the ships, to England
as.goumay Uo require ; transmittg by them,-to our secretary,.not only a ful
accountofalf your proceedings, bitf cliarts of ail yopr 'discoveries, and keepig
us infom of your yiews and intentions, so thât if 1 sËiould be necessary every
requisite aid may be given you in the summer of 18e4d.

4. Before your final departure .fre m,tlie Polar Seas, should you think proper
to adppt,thiat course, there'appears one very important subject which ýwill require
your serious consideration; and that is, the present position of the shipà under
the cqmqnd~of Çaptain Collinson, and Commander M'Clure, which entered
the 'e fôth'eN. ..of Point Barrb*,, (Behring Straits,) the. latter in August
1850, and teoimè ini July 1851. These officers, with their respective crews,
may have béeii *compelled by. ircumstàncep: t9 ,abandon their ships.~ If such
should be the case, they may probably attèmpt to reach Melville Island, and
having had this in view when you left England, we directed in your instructions
that a depôt of pr9 visions, and othô éjtores, should be formed at that island.
Froi this''ò'sitibiithey il"wi Nódoubt eiid'avouý, touniake theirýíty to Beechey
Island,,or, Port Leopold.-. .It ,will therefore be your duty, before returning to
England, tobeý fully satisdedi that aà proper depôt of coals, provisions, &c.,
had been formedat MellviUe.Island, by Captain Kellett, and that clear infor-
mation had.also been left' there, that similar-supplies would befound at Beechey
Island,. - , 'te . i

. 5> This depôt ion Beechey Island, is, to consist of a full. storeof coal, provi-
sions, clothes, and other:stores,, and you will take-care to have it most carefully
secured against the depredations of bears, or other animals; you are also to
eave one of ,your. ships thère, with or without a crew, as you may deem most

advisable, so that Captain Collinson or Commander M'Glure's parties may find
every possible assistance, which they may.requii-e, and, have the means at their
command of i-eturning to England; but should you find it to be pitcticable to
place' the ship,. or a depôto f stores,,in a more.advanced .position, bet:yeen Mel-
ville, and Beechcy Islands, it might be, expedient,to do so. . This is ýa point on
which you can form a better judgment than we can. Our most anxious wish is
toestablish the best possible arrangement with the view of giving succour and
supportto the crews of those shipsjshould they be compelled to seek refuge in
the direction we:have ,pointedout.

6. Having expressed these general views; which will require your careful con-
sfderation-,we leave. it to, youto ,tke, such steps- as you may consider most
expedientfor meeting the circumstances of'the.case.

7. On the arrival of the Transport at Beechey Island, you are immediately to
hasten her discharge, and dispatch her to England,,with the least, possible delay,
and. ybu, arc not to detain the Phonix longer than may be necessary, or to risk
ber' being frozen: in, but to send her also.to England with intelligence of your
proceedings, exchanging any of her men, and sending invalids, &c.

Given under our hands' this lith day of May 1853.'

(Signed), J. R. G. GBAHAX.
HYDE PARKER.
M. F. F. BERKELEY.
R. S. DUNDAs.
ALEX. MILNE.

To Sir Edw. 'Belcher, C.B.,
Caiptain of Her Majesty's Ship Assistance,

Arctic' Seas.

By Command of their Lordships,
(Signed) R. OSBORNE.
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