
-Frotw hentè therefore it plahily appears, that the Navigation of this King-
dom- has fuffered exceedingly ever fince the Tranfportation of Paffengers to
.Newfoundland has been connived at; and there can be no Doubt but that
k has been One of the piincipal Caufes ofrthe Want of Seamen for Your
-Majefty's Service.

The next irregular and pemicious Pra&ice of -the Inhabitants that muf-
be taken Notice of, is, their retailing of Rum and other Strong Liquors
among -the Fiflhermen.

That:the Fiflhery was feverely affe6ed by the unhappy Confequences of
ihis Pra&ice foon after the FIrR I'Janters were fettled in Newfoundland, is
apparent from the Charter of'King Charles the Firft: whereby it is ordain.

'.ed in the ioth Article,
That no Pérfon.flhallfetup any Tavern for felling of Wine, Beer, &c.
« to entertain the Fifhermen, -&c."

And it-is as certain that the'flourilhing State ofthe Fifhing Trade during
ihe aforefaid /Reign was, in a great Meafure, owing to this 'wholefome Prohi-
bitiôn ; for as long as'it was inaintained, fo long the Trade profpered, and
it was nofooner difpenfed with but the Trade feafibly declined; and al-
though the Plinters wete afterwards 'kept in we for fome Time by 'the
-Charters that were granted by King Charles the Second, which confirn-ed
'the faid Prohibition; neverthelefs, when that Difficulty waýs furmounted,
and they were at Liberty to purfue their own Meafures, the Filhery impie-
diately languilhed. Nor has t rendered to this Kingdon from that Timç
'above One Third Part of ithe Profit that was formerly enjoyed thereby; ex-
*cepting only after the Conclulion of the Peace ai Ryfwick, when for Three
Years the Fifhing Trade was vigoroufly carried on, in Hopes that the faid
Peace -would have favoured the Confumption of their Filh in Foreign
Parts, and-that the f'etling of the Trade by an A& of Parfiameft w'ould

'have effeaually prevented all Abufes and Diforders, and reftored good
Order and Government in the Filhery, But the faid- Aa having only re-
ilraiined the -Inhabitints who 'keep Public Hdufes from felling upon the
lord's «Day, or Sunday, any L.iquòrs -whatToever, and vithout impofing
-2ny Penalty upon the Trangreffors, even >pon that Day, Newfoundland
'is now become a perfeéa Scene of Drurikennefs and Dèbauchery; nor cahi
it be otherwife whilft fluh vaf Qu-antities of Rum and Strmag Liquors,
Tubacco, and other Stores, are Annuàllylimported from New England, the
leeward Iflands, and other Places; and that the Inhabitants, who 'carry on
their Fifhing Trade at a much greater Charge than the Fifhing Ships, and are
undetheNeceity offèlling theirFilh at the fame Price, have no otherWayto
reduce the Price thereof but by what they gain upon the Sale of, their faid
Liquors to the po;r Fifhertnenwho being always too prone to drink, are eafi-
lv drawn i nto'Debaucheries and ExcefTe, until they have profufely éxperided
and tonfumed al), or at lenft a lirge Part of their 3Wagesi to the ,great Pe-
judice of their Families. *And as this has been always jufly refeàted at àri
intolerable Abufe and Burthen, fò the Difordees that naru-ally arife'frotni
the fdd Debaucheries have obfttu&ed' the Trade, by'dircouraging che
Maffers and Owners of the Fifhing Ships from engaging in thefe Voyages
it being evident tharthe Fifhermen ar becitrie negligent and catrelefs w
their Ernployment; that they -re hereby rendered unfit for iheir Labour;/

that


