
MEN OF TIIE DAY

printed ; and 1 was about to give rein to iiiy curiosity, wlien the
yoling lawyer rose froiii Iiis seat, took up Iiis luit, and, with Iiis

iiiider Iiis ami, was passing nie on Iiis way to the Court
House, -%vlien Lanctôt said :

'« Let nie ilitroduce M. Laurier, iny partiier iii this struggling
firin of lawyers. A future Minister !"

Laurier siiiiled, and, being pressed for tiiiie, exclialiged only a
few polite phrases with nie. As the door closed beliiiid Iiiiii,
Lanctôt exclaillied :

'rliere is -ýi liead for yoti ! Did 3-on notice it ? Tlie youii-
man wlio lias it on bis shoulders is sure to inaie Iiiiiiself

lieard of yet in the world. Wliy, sir, lie is a poet, an orator, a
pifflosopher. a jiirist,-l cannot pretend to enumerate all Iiis
talents; but, mark niy words, lie is a coming man. Don't forget
tliat face !"

'rlie recoiiiiiiendation was needless. ' Latirier's physiognoniy is,
mie of those wliicli strike the beliolder at the first glance. Once

seeii, it pliotograplis ftself upon the iiieniory, never to be forgotten.
It was soine years before I again met the nian who was to

occupy the neiglibouring seat to mine in the Dominion Parliainent,
and with wlioni circunistances were to imite nie, later on, in the
bonds of a friendship whicli 1 cotint as so great an lionour.

M 71ien I nex-t lieard of liiiii I was living in Chicago. He was
publisliiiig over his own signature, in sonie periodical of the (lay,

the naine of -%vliicli I cannot now remeniber, a, narrative,-lialf taie,
lialf le-end,-writteil in clear and vigorous style, and containing

a mingling of interesting Iiistorical details, Nvith sketches of nien
and nianners, whicli clisclosed a most original factilty of observa-
tion, together witli a rare iiiastery of our language. 1 liave never
seen the conclusion of this work. Its publication was interrupted
by a critical event in Laurier's life.

It was in iS67. The de.-ith of Eric Dorion liad just occuri-ed,
and the Défl-iclicitý-, tliat popular journal whicli liad so valiaiill)-
fouglit the battles and won the victories of the Liberal party in
the Eý asterii Townships, was on the point of ending its career witli
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