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on sorne errand of hier own. Far
away sonmething feul to the floor, a
very light ol>iect, sucli as a flake of a
rock or a scale of gold. Yet the noise I
of it struck his nerves ioud as a ciao t
of thunder, and those of Teeki also.
for hie feit hini start at his side and
heard the suddeo hamnierlike beat ofa
his beart. What was the wornan do- t
ing in this dreatiful place, hie won-
tlered? Well, it was easy to guess.a
Doubtless she had brought thern there r
to scare and imipress thern. Presentlv
a voice, that of soute hidden priestc
would speak to thern, and they woulà
bie asked to believe it a message frorn
the spirit world, or a spirit itself
rnight be arranged-what could be
easier in their rnood and these sur-
roundings?

CHAPTER XX.
WIIATr TuEl ASIKA SIIOWUD TO ALAN.

It seerned to Alani that hie went to
sleep and drearned.

He drcaoîed that it was late au-
turn in England. Leaves driftcd down
front the trees beneath the breath of
a strong, damip wind and ran or float-
ed along the roaci tili thcy vanished
into a ditch, or cauglit against a pile
of stones that had been laid ready for
its repa.ir. He knew the road weil
enough; hc even kncw the elrn trcc
beneatb which hie seerned to stand on
the crest of a blli. It was that which
ran front Mr. Champers-Haswell's
s1jlendid bîouse, The Court, to the
church; hie could sec thern both, the
bouse to the right and the churcli to
the lcft, and his eyesight seerned to
have irnproved since he was able to
observe that at cither place there was
hustle and preparation as though for
sonle cercrnony.

Now the big gates of The Court
opeoed, and through carne a funcral.
It advanced towards bim with un-
natural swiftncss as though it floated
upon air, the wbole rnelancholy pro-
cession of it. In a few seconds it
lad corne and gone, and yet durinz
those seconds hie suffcred agony, for

>there arose in bis mind a horrible
terror that this was Barbara's lurv-
ing. Hc could flot have eudurcd it
for another rnoment; hie would have
cricd out or dicd, only now the
ýmourners passed him folliswing thc
coffin, and in thc first carniage hie saw
Barbara scatcd, looking sad and sorte-
what troubied, but wcll. A littlc far-
thcr down the line came another car-
niage, and in it was Sir Robert Ayl-
ward, staring before biiw with cold.
impassîve face.

.In bis drcam Alan thought to hirn-
self that lic nmust have bonnowed this
canniage, whîch would not bie stranze,
as lie gencrally uscd motors. for tîcre
was a pecn's coronet upon the panels
and the silvcr-mountcd harncss.

The funenal passcd and suddenily
vanishcd into thc churchyard gates,
leaving Alan wondcrirg wly his
cousin Haswell was not scatcd at Ban-
bara's side. Then it occurned to himt
that it miglt lie because hie was in the
coffin, and at that moment in his
ýdrcam hie Icard the Asika, askingy
Jeeki what lie saw; heard Jeeki an-
Swcn also8, "A bur-ying in the land
callcd Enzland.",

"0f whorn, Jeeki ?" Then, aftcr
somie blesitation, the answer:

"0f a lady whom rny lord loves
vcry muitch. Thcy bury hier."

"Wha-t was her naine, Jeeki ?"
"Hcr name was Barbara."
"Bar-bara, whv that vou told me

was the namte of bis mother and his
sister. Which of thero is buried ?"

,"Neither, 0 Asika!1 It was another
lady who lovcd him vcrv much and,
wantcd te marry himi, and that was
why hie ran away to Afnica. But now

-shec is dcad and buiriedl."

"'Arc ail wornen în Eîîglaod called
arbara, Ieeki*.'

-Ycs, 0 Asika, Barbara ileain wu-
iai."

"If your lord loved tbis Barbara.
hiy theu did hie mun away froni lier?

\/eil, it matters îlot since slie is dead
îud buried, for whatever their spirits
uay feel, no mi cares for a wornan

hiat is dead until she clothes herseli
nî flesh agalîl."

"I have earlied notlîing, 0 Asika,"
nswered Jeeki nîodestiy, "who oîîîy
cil you what 1 sec as 1 mnust. Yet, 0
kýsika," lie added, with a note of
tnxiety in bis voice, "why do you rot
ead these writings for yourself ?"'

* Because 1 dare ot, or rather le-
ause 1 calînot,' she aîîswered tîerceiy.

Thc dreanu weot ou. A great tor-
est appearcd, sucli a forest as thev
had passed lefore they niet the canîl.
bals, and set beneath one of the trees.
a teut, and in that tent Barbara, Bar-
bara weeping. Sorneone began to lift
the flap of tie teut. Sbc sprang up,
suatdhîng at a pistol that iay beside
hier, turning its rnuzzle towards bier
breast. A mîanî entend the tent. Alaîî
saw his face, it was his own. Barbara
let fail the pistol and feul backwarab
as though a bullet frorn it had pierced
bier beart. Uc lcapt towards ber, but
before lie carne to where she lav
everytbing had vanishcd, and lie heard
Jeeki droning out bis lies to the
Asika.

A third time the dreamn dcscended
on Alan like a cloud. It scemed to
bimt that le was borne beyond the
flaming borders of the world. Everv-
tbing around was new anîd unfan-iliar.
vast, clanging, loveiy, terrible. Uc
stood alone upon a pcarly plain anîd
the sky above birn was lit with rosv
moons, rnany and rnany of tlicr, that
liung there like lamps. Spirits began
to pass bim. It was the Asîka, oniy
a tbousand tirnes more splendid,
cinthed in ail the glory of bell.

'"Tbnough rnany a if e, tlirougb
rnany a lîfe," she said, "bought witl
imucb blond, ýpaid for with a million
tears, but mine at last, the soul that
I bave won to comlfort my soul
through the eternal day."

So she spoke, and thougli ail bis
soul rcvolted, yet the fearful strene-th
that was in ber seemed to draw him
onward whitlcr she would zo. Then
a liglit sbnne and that light was tbe
face of Barbara, and with a sudden-
ncss that was almost awful, the dreanî
came to an end.

Alan was in bis nwn room, again,
thougli how bie got there be did not
recoliect.

'Jeeki, be said, "wbat bas lappen-
çd? 1 semn to bave lad a very cur-
ious dneam, tîcre in the Treasure
Place, and to bave beard vou tellingr
the Asika a string of incredible false-
bonds."

"Oh, no, -Major, Jeeki ton gond
Christian; he tell ber wlat lie sec, or
whiat he tbink she sec if she look.
' cause p'raps le sec nothing, she
neyer believe that.7

"Quite so, Jeeki, quite so; only 1
should adîtise you flot to play ton
many tricks upon the Asika, lest she
should happen to find you out. How
did I get back lcrc ?"

"Like mi that walk in bis sleep,
Major. She go finst, ynu follow, Iust
as littie lamI after Mary in bymu."

"Jeeki, did you really sce anything
at al?"

"No, Major, notl:ng partic'lan, cx-
ccpt ghost of Mrs. jeèki and of vonr
nevenend uncle, both of tlem iery ant-
gry. That'magic ahl stuif, Major.
Asika put somcthing in youn gruli
miake 'ynu dnunk . so that vnu think
bier very wise."

F'ifteen more days lad gone by, and
it was thc eve of the niigbt of the
second full idon, the nîght when
Alan was destinied to becomne the bus-
band of, Asika. She lad sent for
himi that nringi and le found ber
radiant with hlppiness. Wlctlier on
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