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In order to make room for the following 1u-
portant meeling of the Fgathohes of Kingston,
we are cbliged fo hold over our ¢ Tale™ until

pext week.

THE GREAT CATHOLIC MEETING
iN KINGSTON.

A FULL REPORT OF THE PRUCEEDINGS.

{From the Kingston Whig.)

On Friday evenmg, 3rd 1psfant, the fargest
and most wfueatial Roman Catholic meeting
ever held in this city took place. It was calied
by advertizement, and large posters placarded
over the city. It was known for several days
previous that such a meeting was to be held, but
unti] Friday it was not certain what was the ob-
ject of the meeting, At eight o’clock the Very
Rev. Angus McDoanell, senior Vicar-General
of the Diocese, eutered the room, and was re-
ceived with loud cheers and esery manifestation
of respect, every person rising as the venerable
ecclestastic approached the entrance. The Very
Reverend gentleman seemed  deeply afiected at
this manifestation of the respect und esteem of
the Catholic people of Kings-oun for him,

Upon wmotwn of Mr. J. O'Reilly, Q.C., the
Vicar-General was moved to the Chair, and Mr.
Daniel Macarow, Bairister-at-Liaw, was reqitesi-
ed to act as Secletary. )

The Vicar-Generzl, upon tsking the chair,
said that the object of tie present meeling was
to consider the defects in the present Separale
School Law, and the best means of remedying
them. I was mot s infention to delay them
long by enumerating ther grievauces, t'fle gen-
tlemen in whose hands the several resolutions to
be proposed are placed would do that. He mere-
ly wished to state to them that the immediate
reasom of our meeting new was, because we, Ca-
tholics, believe . that previous to any change in
the constitution, the rights and privileges ol the
minoritiesin both provinces should be secured by
legislative enactment. His belief was also shared
by the Protestant migority of Lawer Canada,
who, although already possessing greater privi-
leges than Catbolics enjoy in Upper Canada, are
endeavormg to have a bill mtroduced whick will
confer opon them sull greater advantages. It
gave him great pleasurs to find that the Protest-
gats of Lower Capada huve takea the imfiafive
i agitating this question, (hear, hear), and 'he
boped they weauld be successful. The Catholizs
are by oo meane selfish; but what they are wil-
ling to give to othiers, surely they are 'ngh: i
demaading for themseives. (Cheers.) Catholics
never believed that the fnst Separate X chool
Bill provided tor their wants o1 gave them equal
justice, and therefore could pever accept 1t asa
finality. (Loud cheers,) Fle was prepared to
receive any resolutions, and bear any remarks
that gentiemen may have Lo make oa Lhus :mpor-
tant subjret.

The first Resolation was moved by Mr.
James O'Retlly, Q.C., teconded by Mr. Thomas
Baker. )

< That the existing School Lzw in Upper
Carnada is inadequete to the wants and purposes
of Roman Catholics, and does not secure to
(hem in the establishment and muiniemance of
their schools those rights which, as members of a
free commutity, they are justly eatitled 1© pos-
sess.” o ' )

In moving the resolation, Mr. O'Reilly s2id
he was glad to see tne Very Rev. the Vicar-
General in the charr. He was always Lo be
found at his post whenever bis presence was re-
quired in aud of any movement having for its
object the advancement of Catholic 1nterests or
the maintauung of Catholic rights and privileges
(cheers.) He (Mr. O'Reilly) knew that the
venerable Vicar-General bad travelled a const-
derable distance n order to be present at this
meeting, and to give his hearty support to the
present movement, which, to borrow the fao-
guage of the resolution just read, had for its ob-
ject the oblawing for the Roman Catholics in
Uaper Cunada 1w the establishment and maiute-

pance of their schools, those rights which, as:

- members of a free cowmunity, they were ea-
titled to possess (cheers.) The mghts for which
Catholics contended were freedom of edueatian
and the hberty of applying taxes mposed upon
them for educational purposes to the support of
Catbolic schools, He was pleased to find so
large un atiendance of the' rate-payers of the
aty present, the wealth and intelligence of the
Catholics of Kingston beng fully represented.—

Xt was of greal nnporlaoce i’ the present. crisis
of our allars, thatso large and ex_llhgslaslx;c__ a
- meeling sbould be held, tor 1t proved contly-

. mvely: the wterest taken by Catholics n the cause

of Sepurate Sctiools and freedowm - of education,

Tt was a pledsure to him (o thwk that- questions

‘of tlus charuc.er could be discussed :c.almly _anq

- deliberately, as :it ‘became them as freemen 10

 do.-
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The -time was’ opportune, for the storms’
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that clouded the political horizon of Canada had
subsided. At the present time men’s miods
were not unduly prejudiced or excited as in days
gone by, when treating of questions aflecting
Catholic rights and mterests. The people’s re-
presentatives in Parliament are therefore fess
trammelled and more inclined to listen to reason
and be guided by the dictates of justice (hear,
hear.) The law affectlng the establishment of
Catholic schools bas frequently engaged the at-
tention of our Legislature withn the last filteen
years. Several bills have been brought before
Parliament reluative to Catholic Separate Schocls.
Theoretically the priaciple bas been aflirmed over
and over again of the rights of Catholics to free-
dom of education, but the law has been always
so framed as to obstruct the practicat working
of the system. The last of these Separate
School Bills becawe law tn 1863, The title to
the Act considering the advautages supposed to
be secured to Tloman Cathiohics by it as an anc-
maly, It is enutled, ¥ An Act to restore to
Roman Catholics in Upper Cacada certain rights
in respect to Separate Schools.” He had care-
fully perused the Act, but failed to dixcover in it
the rights alleged 10 be restored to Rowman Ca-
tholics. On the contrary, he found that this
much-vauated Schoo! Act curtailed prizileges
herelofore enjoyed by Roman Catholics, and that
tke title was a sham, a delusion (cheers.) Pre-
vious {o the passing of this Act the power ex-
isted ot establishiog Separate Schools ia any
common Schoal Section m Upper Canada, the
timits of the Roman Catholic School Section
being identical with those of the commoun schools,
no matter how large o> extended the common
Schoot Section might be. By the 18th clause
of the Act of 1863 Catholics res:ding over ihres
ntles, in a direct live, from the Catholic Sepa-
rate School, although with in the boundaries of
the common School Section, 2nd supporters of
the Separate Schools witbin that cection, were
liable to be taxed for the support of common
Schools [hear.] And if the Separate School
bappened to be pear the boundury of the com-
mon School Section, the effiect would be to cut
off nearly one-half of the supporters from the
Separate School. True, the prisilege 1s granted
of uniting two Separate School Sections m ad-
jowning municipalities ; but the benefit that the
fraraer intended by tbis clause to confer was de-
stroyed by the mineteenth cluuse or the three
mile, ic a diredt line, arrangement [hear, hear ]
In Upper Canads Towuskips aud coinmon School
Sections, as a rule, are laid out in straizby hees.
A radius 1n a circle of three miles from the
School House is the exteat of tie prisilege
given by tiis Act for supporiers of a Separate
School to reside in who desired to be relieved
from the payment of a common Schosl tax.—
All outside the circle, although witing the boun-
daries of the comamen School section, are lost
to the separate school, and belong 1o the com-
mon gchool, The most favorite way it conld be
managed weuld still leave property in the angles
unavatlable for separate school purposes, unless
the extreme points of the angles were within a
distance of three miles, in a direct ling, from the
school bouse [hear.] ln order to embrace the
whole of the prapesty within any wusicipality,
the limiis should be defined by Iines and not by
circles.  Peromsston is given to school sections
to unite, but what advaptage does this afford 1!
the property of Catholics 1 the united sectious
outside 1he radms of three mies is taxed for the
support of common scbools T [hear.]  Ele fuil-d
to see the nghts alleged to be rectored to Ro-
map Catholic separate schiouls by this Act, and
which Catholics have beeu asked to receive as a
final Act of Separate school legislation, If
they (tbe Catholics) were met by the sssertion
that they had accepted the Act ot 1863 as a
fioality, the answer swas plam—they bad nor—
[cheers]—beceuse it did not restore any sub.
stantial right which Catbolics formerly possessed,
but, oa the coulrety, it curtaled ode of their
raost valuable privileges—ibe right of extending
the boundaries of their separate school sections
to the extent of those of the common school—
[bear, hear, and cheers.] DBut there was other
onjections 1 the existing bill, grievances which
ought to be redressed.” For instance, Roman
Catholics having pioperty in school sections
where tbey did not reside, were tuxed for the
support of common schools, although supporters
of a separate school in their own school section.
He:(Mr. O'Relly) considered this a great hard
ship  The law should be amended; 1t is unfair
and contrary to the true spirit of liberty, both
civil and religious, to {orce men to contribure to
the support: of schools to which they are from
conscientious convictions opposed, and = which
they beliess are caleulated to endanser, if not
destroy, the Taith of *he Cathiohe children fre-
quentiog them toud, cheers.] The school law
ot Loawer Cauada was mare hiberal to the Pro-
‘testant mmority of that section of the Province.
‘There —in Liower Canada —Protestants can es-
tablish, in'any of the Mumcipalities, dJissentient

schools, and are not_coufied to. the -school sec-

e .

tion fixed by tl;;z‘wr;;;;;.}lty, as is the Catholic
minority of Upper Canada. There is no three
miles hmit there. They [the Protestants of

Lower Canada] are free to defioe the boundaries
of their school districts within the Munmeipality

We are not, [ear, bear.] The property of
Catholic con-residents in Upper Canada is taxed

for the support of coismon schools, schools which

in the great msjority of cases are purely Pro-

testant. Io Lower Canada the property of non-

resident Protestants is taxed solely for the sup-

port of theiv own schools. The injustice does
not exist there as it does here. In Lower Ca-
nada the sacred demesne of conscience s not -

vaded ; men are not coerced to act contrary to

tbewr religlous convictions [loud cheers. | There

\s one great advantage wihich, by the Lower
Canada school law, the Protestunts have, and
which the Catbolics of Upper Canada do not
possess ; it i3 a Norwal school endowed by go-
vernment for the traiawng of thewr School teach-
ers. They [the minomty of Lower Cznada] ure
not content with this, but have demanded a De-
parate Council of Public Iastruction, a Chief Su-
perintendent of Education of tbeir own, in direct
commupication with the government: the en-
dowment of their Colleges as Proviceial Insu.

tutions, separate {rora any prowision that may be
made for common schools; the endowment of
the Peotestant University of M-Gill, anc above
ail they [the minority of Lower Cavada] stoutly
contend for the principle that no I’rotestant
should be taxed for the support of Catholic
schoo's [cheers.] Therefore, why should uot
tne Catbohe mvonty of Upper Canada have the
courage of our Dsotestant fellow subjects of
Liower Canada, and demnand that the educationsl
mstitutions of the minorities of both Upper and
Lower Canada be placed upon an equal footing.
{ Enthusiastic cheering.]  The priaciple is a just
ove. Itis fair. We usk no more, and we will
not be satisfied with less, [Conttnued cheer-
ing.] The dread felt by our friends of the min-
ority in Lower Capada 1s, that whea the Coofe-
deration of the Provinces takes place, they will
be swamped by the Cataoilc mwnority, and there-
fore desire to ve protected by Constitutional en-
actuent. ‘Liey may be right, and if they ave,
why should not our rights and privileges be also
protected by Constitutional enactment 2 [ Hear,
Lear, and cries of yes.] 1f the copcessions
sought by our Irotestaul friends are granted,
upoa every pricciple of justice lke concessions
should he made tous [cheers.] We may be
told that the common schioel systems of both sec-
tions of (he Proviace are not the same j that in
the schouls of Liower Conada, zecular and reli-
gious instructions are uaited, in Upper Canuda
the principle of pon-sectaranism 15 carried out,
aud  therefore the Ruman Catholics mignt
safely send their children to the common schools.
Here Lies the whoale difficulty. 'Tbe Roman Cu-
tholic conscieatioualy behieves that secular and
refigions dustruction should be uonited, and that
secular education without rehzious training is
dasgerous to faith and inorals, The commen
schools of Upper Canada are called non secia-
riai, but they ure in tact in every esseatial Pro-
testant schools. Tue teachers [uenerally] are
Prctestant, the books are Praiestant, the ideas
engrafted on ke miud of youth are Protestant,
at any rate th.y are wens calculated to bius the
mind of the Cathohie chi:ld aud lessen its respect
for the religion of ity parents, Who then is the
proper judge of whats the best lor the child of
tho Catliolic paremt? "Lue parent, the child’s
nutural protucior, or the Protestant Legislator,
whose weas of educition are altogether secular?
The difficulty is ut onee solved by tue apolica-
tion of the principles of creil and religious hberty,
the birthrnight of every Britssb subject, that the
rights of the pareat over the child mast prev.il
[Loud cbeers.] In Eagland education is left
Iree, the rights of the poorest are respected, and
education flourishes, 1o the neighboring State
of New York che law 1a compubory, the righis
of the parent over the cbild are invaded, Stats-
&ichoolism prevails, the consequence is that over
300,000 chuidren of school age wn that Szate at-

tend no school, and are left to be brought up -

ignorauce [hear, hear.] Itbas been charged
agamst the Cathiolic clergy that they are ogpnsed
to the educatton of che inasses, thew interest be-
ing to keep the people in isnorance. His [Mr,
O Reilly’~] experience had tavght him to beneve:
the contrary, that the Catholic clergy have ever
been w the vanguard of populer eduction. And
in Canuda to-cay the Bishops and Priests are
maling extraordinary exeruous 10 secure for the
Catholics of this ccunirv, not osly the rudiments
of an ordinary English education, but to esiab-
lishing Classical schuols sud colleges where the
ighest branches of learning mey be impsried
to the youil of the couatry. The: people have
seconded, and will continue to second thewm in
their woble efforis, [tlear, and cheers.] Ta
Lower Cacada-our Protesiant frieads  have M-

Gl University, for.which they. nsk:a permnaaeat )

esdowment from the Suire, Jo Upper.Canada

the Cacholies have a0 Uaiversuy. Butyin view”

[ R YRR
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of the Confederation of the Provinces, and that
the minorities of both Upper and Liower Canada
may be placed upon an equal footing, we, the
mgority of Upper Canada, shoutd also have a
Uuarversity, alike endowed by the State. All
the Catholics of Upper Canzda ask is, that the
same rights, the same privileges, secured by the
Constitution, shoutd be enjoyed by both muneri-
ties. 'We want uo more, and we would be un-
worthy of the name of men if we would accept
of less without protesting agamst a wrong so
flagrant [loud and prolonged cheering, amid
which the learued gentleman resumed lis seal']
Mr. Thowas Biker, 10 seconding the resolu-
tion, said he was never satisfied with the Sepa-
rate School Law. Those who generally intro-
duced he different measures aflecting the educa-
tion of the Catholic youth of Upper Cavada in-
tended well enough, but in Committer the DBills
were so multated as to destroy any advantages
which svere intended to be bestowed here, 'Lhe
Bt us introduced by Mr. Richard Scott was a
good oue, but a rider was tacked on in Comunt-
tee, the objzctionable 19th clause, which ruined
the measvre. I'he injustice of taxing non-resi-
dent Catholies 1 common schoo! sections for the
support of cemmes schools was an injustice which
he hoped 1o see rectified. Without these two
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frem them a sullicient- guarantee for their educa-
tional nghts. Ii'was a duty they owed to them-
selves acd to their children to maittam and per-
petuate freedom of education—(Loud cheers).

The third Resolution was moved by Mr. P.
Brown, seconded by Councilman Brophy.

“ Tkat the property of Roman Catholics
should not be taxed for the supfort of schools
to swhich they do not feel, [rem conscientious
convictions, at liberty to send their clildren, and
therefore the Catholic holders of property 1n the
difierent municipalities iu Upper Canada should
pay their taxes to such separate school or schools
as they may designate, whether residents of the
munscipality or not, and that the taxes payable
by meorporated companies or public bodies com-
posed of Catholic and Protestant sharebolders,
should be divided in the same proportion as the
Gaoverrment grant to schools.”

Mr. Brown said he moved the resolution with
pleasure, for e always felt that it was a griev-
ance that the Catholic rate payers of Upper
Canada should not be permitted to designate the
schoels te whieh their tazes were 1o be pud;
but in the mzjority of instances, m Upper Can-
ada, these taXes went to the suppart of schools

—

| to which they were conscientiously opposed.—

(Hear, bear.) e was glad that tie present

amendments our Separale School Liaw was of
l:ttle value to us [sheers.]

The second resolution was maved by DMr.
James Harty, 2ud soconded by e, Rlacarow.

“ Thut in view of the Confederaticn of the
British American provisces, it 18 the deciared
inteniton of the Guvernment to prolect tue rights
and privifeges of the mivorities in Upper and
Lower Canada,n the mamienance and endow-
ment of Denominatignal Schools by Legislalure
enactment, Itis therefore the opigian of this
meeting that the Catholic minority of Upper
Capada shnuld secure for thew chifdren fresdom
of educaion, aad that they should, bike their fel-
low sugjects, the [’rotestaats o Lower Canada,
seek to obtain the sanction of Lhe authorities to
such a school law as will secure Lhem civil and
religious privileges, and place the Lilacationa
instilutions of boih minorities upon zn equa
fo ring.”

Mr. James Harty, in moviag the second re-
solution, said that it gave lum great pleasurc to
move s resolution, Decause it epunciated a
doctrine to which he heartily subscribed, and
which he was prepared to go any constitutional
fengiki to matota. 1t was the doctrive of civil
and religious Yiberty, [Cbeers.] "L'be practical
appiication of that principle was, the right of
Cathiolics to bave their own schools free aud un-
trameiled by the state. Al they asked for
theincelves they were prepared fuliy and freely
to accord to otuers. [Cheers.]

Mr. Macarow soid, 1t guve mm much pleasure
to second this resolution, ¢very sentiment of
which he fully endersed. The Catholics of Up-
per Caaudn wani=d notbing but what they were
prepared to-grant to the Protestants of Liower
Cunada. Freedom of education was dear to
every lover of cinl and ieligious lberty, and
this freedom of education should be guaralesd
1o the Cathotic minority of Upper Canuda, i
the new constitution about to be formed. The
establishment of a Roman Catholic University
i Upper Canada, properly eadowed, be con-
sidered of the very first importance~—a Univer-
sity where Catbolic young men, who bad ucder-
gone the necessary Vruming and examination,
might receave degrees.  ‘The DProiestants of
Liower Canada possessed this advantage, and he
saw no reason wiy a sundar privilege should not
be granted to U e Roman Catbolics of the Upper
Province, [e bad seen with pleasure the ac.
tion taken by the Protestants of Lower Cunada
in this mutter. Fe cordialiy approved of that
action, and boped the Roman Catholics of Up-
per Canada would imitate thelr good exampie,
The presect Separate School Law was defective
in many important particulars, as had beea point-
ed out by the learaed gentleman who had first
addressed them, and ought to be amended.—
Whinle he admitted that the Common Schools
system of education was a very admirable sys-
tem i ifself, it wanted that greal element which
be and every Roman Catholic cousidered of the

reatest importance—the element of religious
instruction. (Cueers). The Catliolics of Upper
Canada also wanted a Chief Superiotendest of
Education, comnunicating directly with the 'vo-
veragent. 1t was necessary for the proper and
effectual working of ‘the Schosl Law. A Nor-
mal School for the proper trawwing of competent
teachers was also requred. To .train the
teacher, to make him competeat for the onerous
and responstble dutias of his alter life—was of
parawount smporiznce —(applausi). He felt
asoured that every hiberal Protestant of the eily
would respect-and - endorse the: action taken by
tins n'.eel_lu'g'.'  They bad “met to discuss this
greai‘ educational question in'a fair and _Ifrlpatl}al
spirity to lay - what they ‘coosidered their griev-
ances in & fair -and consiitutioual manner before:

inovement commenced so auspiciously, and he,
lor age, would never be satisfied until the object
ol the present mee'ing ~vas accomplished. [Loud
cheers. ]

‘The fourlh Deselution was moved by Dr. Sul-
livan, seconded by Mr. W, Harty.

That the meeting are of opinion that a Nor-
mal Scbool should be established and endowed
by the Government, distinct from the present
Normal School at Teronte, for the trainng and
instruction of Roman Catbolic schaol teachers;
and that fully to secure the eflicient working of
the Seperate Schools a Catholic Council of
Public Instruction should be established, and a
Catholic Superintendeat of Iducation be ap-
pointed, to be in direct communicaiion with the
Government.”

Dr. Sulliran said that the pleasing duty of
moving one of tbe resolutions had heen eatrusted
to hun.  ‘The unportance of this meeting far ex-
ceeds that of any otber which ke bad ever at-
teaded, and from which, if successful in attaiing
ibe ead 1t has in view, would confer immense
benelit on the Catholics of Upper Canada. The
gentlemen who had moved the first resolution, in
an able manaer had given you a clear wea of our
wants aod disabilities usder the presest law, and
pourtrayed the grievances which we [sbor under
and desire to have redressed.  For one of these
grievaoces the resolution which he had the henor
to move powts oul u remedy. O the necésaty
of Normal Sclools there can be no doubt, To
educale the people well, they muet be aupplied
with duly qualified teachers, men who bave feen
properly trained for the high und responsible
duties they are called on to fullil. ‘Cbe teacher
of a Primary School, especially, requires (he
possession of ne ordinary acquirements. It is to
s care the mind . its wnformed, undeveloped
state is eotrusted ; to hun beloags the duty of
moulding it whilst iz its most plastic condition,
aod it ever after retamns the impressions tien
made upen it. Lhe countries whick have made
the greatest advance and. have been the most
successful in educating the people, are those hat
were the first to muke extensive provision for
Nocinal Schools, (Hear, hear.] 1 we liad at
our disposat a sufficient number of these eslima-
ble and dusinterested tmen, the Christian Bro-
thers, we shoull have no necessity for sach an
institution, (Hear, bear.] DBut thetr numbers °
are not at all equal to the demand upon them.—
Therr services are so much sought after that
they can furnish but comparatively a smal! pum-
ber of the corps of .teachers required by the
Separate Schools ot Upper Canada. There are
two Normal School§in:Lower Canada, the Pro-
testauts haviog one specially under their direc-
uon. [Itisaot asking oo much that the same
privilege be accorded to us. (Hear, hear, and
cheers.] Thbe resolution demands that provi-
sion be made for a Board of Public Tnstruction,
baviog power to fix the qualtfication required of
teachers, select text books aod regulate the
system of teaching. The Board it is:to’ be pre-
sumed, would be composed of men possc§ét’ng the
confidence of their coreligionists. by reason of
therr integrity and ability, It aleo asks the ap-
pointment of 2 Catholic Superintendent of Edu-
catioa. It is to be regretted that -hitherto so
much indifference has beea exhibiled by ws; more
particularly in the country disiiicis, to our edu-
cational 1aterests, which are of such- vital mm-
portance, and which ought to concera us-more
than any other question. - In this matter.-Catho-.
tics wight take example from their Protestant
fellow-citizens: ‘Some ume siace-tbey, with the -
most praseworthy spirit, endeavored (o. connect-
as closely as' posuble  their Schools, “and. thug -
‘reryer their! action more: barmonious and effi- -

the: representacives of ‘the: country, and l,b_"_l"!ékj-

cigdt,© They bave :frst: the' Common:Schools,. . .-
' a most admirable: condi=

‘which sppear-to bs in"
velloag T
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