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PLEASANT HOURS.

Hoavun.
A True Incident,

The lesson hour was nearly past
When I asked of my scholars saven,

* Now, te't e, each ono, please, in turn,
What sort of pl.co I8 heaven 7

* O meadows, flowers and lovely grass !
Cried poor little North Street Kitty,
While Dorothy, fresh from the country

lanes,
Was sure 'twas a “ great big city.”

Begsy, it seemed, had nover thought
Ot the home boyond tho river;

She simply took each perfect gift,
And trusted the loving Giver.

Then up spoke Edith, tall and fair—
Her volco was clear and ringing,
And led In the Baster anthem choir—

“In heaven they're always singing

To Easther, ciad in richest furs,
'Twas a place for * outdoor playing;”
But Bridget drew her tbin shawl close,
For “warmth and food"™ she was
praying.

The desk bell rang. But one child loft,
My sober, thoughtful Florry.

* Why, heaven just seows to be a place—
A place where you're never sorry I”

Slaying the Dragon.

BY MRES. D. 0. CLARK.
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CHAPTER XXI.
BY ST. GEORGE ENIGHTS

There came a day when Doctor Slocum
admitted that he had done all he comnld
for the young man, and asked for a con-
sultation. Three physiciens from Salem
came to Fairport. ‘They shook their
heads gravely, as they made a diagnosis
ol the case. Ths substance of theilr
conference was that dissipation had
weakened the young man’s constitution,
and his life hung upon a thread. An-
other night would be the crisal point in
the disease.

Mrs. Seabury had taken Olive and gone
to her friends at the beginning of
Ralph's sickness. The stepmother had
10 love for the slck boy. Hers was a
shallow nature. She seldom looked be-
yond her own gzelfish interests. So it
happened that the vigil around Ralph’s
bedstde was kept by the nurse, the doc-
tor, Mr. Felton, and the Judge.

For eight weeks the fever had raged,
arq that pale, wasted figure yonder would
hardly bave been recognized as the hand-
some Ralph Scabury. The hours passed
slowly. The moments geemed like agea
to the unbhappy father and uncle, as they
realized that another hour would seal
the boy's fate. The hands of the clock
pointed to the hour of midnight, and still
the young man lay in e death-like
stupor. At last i e mcved slightly and
opened hig eyes.

*Where am 1?2 What's the matter 2”
he inquired, in a feeble volce.

" You have been very sick, and now
you must go to sleep,” said the nurse,
beading over him. Ralph seemed satis-
fled with this explanation and fell into
& natural slumber,

“ The crisis is past, and your son will
live,” sald Doctor Slocum.

Mr. Felton's face worked convulsively,
and he left the room to hide his emotion.
The Judge bowed in acguiescence, while
something suggestive of a tear glittered
in his cold, gray eyes.

The news of Ralph Seabury’s con-
valescence spread through the village,
and many comments were passed upon
the fact by the gossips of Fairport.
*Should think his son’s disgrace would
humble the Judge,” said one.

*“J1t wa'nt no more typhoid fever than
measles i3 typhoid fever. ’'Twas & clear
cagso of delirium tremens,’” said another.

“ Guess the Judge will advocate tem-
perance reform now,” chuckied a third.

In some respects Judge Seabury was a
changed man. He had passed through a
bitter experfence aand had been con-
fronted by wholesome truths. He real-
{zed that his method of training his son
iad been a failure, and tbat he was in
part to blame for the disgrace which had
attached to the name of Seabury. But
the man was not yet humbled. .He had
takea a certain stand before the com-
munity, and@ he was too proud to say,
“1 was mistaken.” He resolved to re-
move all 1iquors from his table, so tuat
his son sbould 2ot meet temptation
there, but as to clearing out his wine
cellar, he-could mot, and he would not.
Hig dally glass or two had become in-
dizpensable to his comfort. Mr. Felton-
Peasoned in much the same way.

]

To the world the Judgoe carried him-
sclf ¥ith tho same arrogance which made
him so unpopular to many. Kow dared
approach him on the subject of Ralph's
recent illness.  Mr, Strung felt it his
duty to visit tho old man, and see If he
would not now lend his influenco in aid-
ing temperanco work in Fairport, As
he had called nearly every day to inquire
after the sick boy, ho felt that, at loast.
he was eutitied to courtcous treatment.
But he was bitterly disappointed, The
Judge met him with a haughty, repellant
afr, and refused flatly to take any dif-
terent stand on tho tomporance question.

“ 1 bave chosen my course, Mr. Strong,
and desirs no interference on your part
I do not dlctate what my neighbours
must belleve, and I wish no one to dic-
tate to mo.”

With a sad heart, the minister took hig
departure,

‘“And must Ralph Seabury be sacri-
ficed 2 ho ecried.

Meoting tho young man a8 he was
walking out for the first time slnco his
llness, he invited him into tho parson-
age to rest. The {nvitation was ac-
copted, and tho two fell into pleasant
conversation. Tho subject of Ralph's
terrible sickness was not broached until
the young man, of his own accord, turned
to Mr. Strong, and sald frankly :

“ You must know the cause of my vo-
cent illness, Now, Mr, Strong, what
can I do to overcome my appetite for
liquor 7"

“My dear fellow,” replied the minis-
ter, grasplog Ralph’s hand, “I thank
God that you have asked me this ques-
tion. Take the total abstinence plodge,
and determine, with God's help, to keep
it, and 1 am confldent that you will have
strength given you to resist the tempter.
There is no other safe ground for you
or for any one. Will you do this? Or,
do not decide now, but think the matter
over, and come next Wednesday svening
to the meeting of the St. George League
and there decide. We are expecting to
receive some new members that night,
and you may be Interested to see what
the medge has done for some of the
worst men in Fairport.”

Ralph thanted the minister for his
words, and promised to attend the meet-
tng. Mr. Strong prayed as he had never
prayed hefore that this young man might
be rescued frown the dragon’s clutches;
still his faith was not strong enough to
believe that Ralph Seabury would really
attend the meeting.

But sure enough, the young man was
there at the time appointed, sitting in
the rear of the bhall. It \«s “pledge
night,” and a speaker from Salem had
been secured to addrsgs the Leoague on
the subject of ‘ Intemperance and its
Remedy.” The gentleman was a rcady
speaker, full of ologuence, pathos and
argument. He spoke from the depths
or a bitter erxperlence, and his words
had s powerful effect upon his audience,
Mr, Strong followed with » few stirring,
gospel words, and then thoze who desired
to become St. George Knights wore in-
vited to step forward and sign the
pledge-roll.

A sllence, eloquent with meaning, fol-
lowed. Then there was a stir, and a
man walked slowly to the front. Could
it boe? Yes, Tyler Matthews wrote his
pame with a firm hand. Then turning
to the audience, he saic :

“I've done visiting the Maypole.
When I found out my boy wos being led
inter bad habits at tlie tavern, I made
up my mind ter turn over & new leaf,
an' I hope you'll all help me ter keep
the pledge.”

Enthusiastic applause greeted Mut-
thews' speech. His example and words
encouraged weaker ones, and Tom Bar-
ton and Thomas Riley came to the front
and wrote their names. These inen then
went to the rear of the hall, and, sur-
rounding Carl Schmidt, began to hold
earnest conversation,

“Come on, Carl, and put your name
down. It'll make a man of you, and
you'll feel sver so much better. What
you bangln’ back fur? ‘'Fraid ter be
one of the parson's string ? I tell you
it’s & boss thiug for a man ter dbe in sech
good company es Parson Strong's. He's
the man what's the friend ter coves like
us.”

At last, halft ashamed of his cowardice,
and emboldened by the words of his
crontes, Carl came forward and added
his signature to the list. Again the
ball rang with applause,

“Velly goot,” said the pieased Ger-
man, “I not git von clap pefore.”

“ Are there vay more who desive to
joln our ranks 7" said Mr. Strong, when
the laughter had subsided.

A firm step was heard walking to the
front, and a manly form appeared by
the n'xlnister's side. It was Ralph Sea-
bur~ !

“1 wish to sign the total abatineace
pledge, and to become a St George

Knight,” said the young man, determina-
tion looking from his eyes. “ Pray for
mo that I way bo helped to overcome
the dragon’a power.”

Ralph Seqbury’s name was added to
the list, tho accustomed hand-shakings
and congratulations followed, and lae
meoting cloged.

*“ Young Seabury la saved,” sald My
Strong to his wife. °* He will make a
noble Cbristlan yet. ‘Tle hand of God
{s In all this,” he added roverently.

(To be coutinued.)

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
STUDIRS IN THE LIFR OF JESUR

v——

LESSON VII.-NOVEMBER 18,

THE TEN LEPERS CLEANSRD.
Luke 17. 11-19, Alemory verscs, 17-19.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Be ye thankful.—Col. 8, 15.

OUTLIND.

1. The Cry of Nood, v. 11-18.

2. The Miraclo of Healing, v. 14,

3. The Qratitude, v. 15. 19,

Time.~Early in A.D. 80.

Place.—Cn the border linc betwoen
Samaria and Galllee.

LESSON HELPS.

11. “ As he went*—* Thia is tho firat
distinct note of time in Luke’s narrative
since chap. 9. 61. It appears to coinclde
vith the journey of which we read in
Matt. 19. 1, Mark 10. 1, and Is the com-
mencement of the last progress through
the regions in which our Lord had al-
ready carried on his ministry.”—KEllicott.

12. “ A certain  village "—Unknown.
*1nere met him »—* As 18 the custom in
the East, this dismal society hovered
near the village which they might not
enter,” (Num., 6 4; Matt. 8 1, 2)
* Lepers "—Wearful beyond words was
their malady. ¢ From the skin it slowly
ate its way through the tisgues to the
bones and joints, and even to the mar-
row, rotting the whole body plecemeal.
The lungs, the orgens of spezch and
hearing, and the eyes were attacked in
turn, tiil at lact consumption or dropsy
brought welcome death,”—Geikle. (1)
Leprosy typifies the more fearful disease
ot sin. ‘ Afar off "—The space which
a leper was bound to keep between him
and every other person is estimated dy
some at four cubits (six feet), by others
at one hundred cubits (one hundred aad
fifty feet)”—( 1let.

13. ** AnQ they "—* As they were com-
panlons {n suffering, they were also com-
panions in prayer.”—Clarke. * Litted
up their volces "—That they might be
heard at a distance. ‘' Jesus, Master*
—* Using appropriately here the term
peculiar to Luke, which signifies ruler-
ghip, authority.”—DBliss., “ Nelther his
honour, nor his name, nor his power Is
unkuown to them.” ‘ Have mercy "—
“In what manner necded no explana-
tion.”-—~*The plea was obviously equival-
ené ltlo “ Heal us of our dreadful malady.”
—Bliss.

14, “ When he saw them "—His sym-
pathies were aroused by their forlorn
condition. “He sald”—Shouted out,
for there must be many places between
him and them by the requirements of
the 1law. “Go show yourselves'—
‘“When a leper was cured, before he
could be restored to soclety he was re-
quired to show himself to tho priest, fo
make an offering,” and to be offciall:
pronounced clecan. (See Lev. 14; Matt.
8. 4) But as be did not directly tell
them that they were going to be healed,
or that they weroe healed, this command
was 8 remarkable test of their faith.
** As they went "—Thelr faith was equal
to the test, and God's salvation equal to
their faith,

15. “One of them "—A Samaritan.
(Verse 16.)) He was on hij way to his
priests at QGerizim, while the nine had
provably started for Jerusalem, *Turned
back "—"“ The words {mply that the
work of healing was not accompligshed
1ill the company of lepers was at least
nearly out of sight.”—Plumptre. He
delayed for 2 moment his cleansing, dbe-
cause the priests were ever at the tcro-
ple, but if Jesus should go out of sight
he wmight ncver see him ugzin.  * Glori-
fled God"—"Gave public praige’”—
Clarke. (2y Wo should likewise give
pralse for sin forgiven.

17. “ And Jesus answering "—* Not to
any words that had bean uttered, but to
the language of the circumstances and
the occasion.”—Kendrick. * Were thare
not”"~There is a tone of mingled sur-
prise, grief, indignation, in the question
tnus asked.”—Plumptra.

-

18 " There a&re not found,” ete-~-*It
{s as it all thesa bonellt: were falllag
into a deep, silent grave'—~lange. *“The
best of ua are far too ltke the nine lepers.
We are more roady to pray than to
praine, and tors disposed to ask God for
what we have not thaa to thank him tor
what we have."—Nevin, (3) How base
& sln {s lngratitude !

19. “Go thy way"—"To tho prlest,
for without hls cettificate he could nol
again bo restorod to the soclety of his
frienda or the public worship ot Qod. "~
Barnes. * Whole "~ The nine had had
sufticient faith for the restoration of the
health of their body; his had goue fur-
ther, and had glven a new and purer lite
to his soul”—Plumptre.

HOMR READINGS.

M. The ten lepers cloansod—Luke 17.
11-19,
Thu. Cleansing the lepsr—Lov, 14, 1-9,
W. Naaman hoaled.—2 Kings 8. 8-14.
Th, Cured by a touch.—Matt, 8, 1-4
. Prayer for mercy.~Psa. §5.

8. Afar oft.—Luka 18, 9-14,
Su. Thanksgiving.—~Psa. 80.

QUESTIONS FOR HOMB STUDY.
1. The Cry of Nood, v. 11-13,

Where was Christ journeylug?

Whom did he meet on the way ?

Why did they stand “afaroft " ?

C2 what ig leproay a type ?

Is its cure within the power of man ?

What favour did they bescsch of
Christ ?

Did they rocognizo the power of Jesus ?
2, The Miracle ot Healing, v. 14.

Did Christ respond to thoir cry 7

Are his cars ever closod to a cry of dis-
tross ?

It they had not bellevod in Jesus ocould
they have been cleansed ?

What did Christ command them to do?

Wkat law d!d ho recognizo in this ?

What was tho result of their obodi-
enca ?

What s always nocossary in order to
recelve Christ'a blessings ?

8. The Gratitude, v. 15-19,

How did the 12pors recelve God's gift ?

How many servad him ?

Do the average poopte of to-day rejoice
in God, or are they simply glad to recelve
hiz good gifts ?

Who was the one exception amony tho
lepers 7

What does God oxpect in return for
his blessings? Golden Text.

How will true gratitude ovince iteelf ?

“*Were there not ten cleansed ?
Where are the nine ?* One thankfiul
one out of «>n! If tho rest had really
been thankful they would have sald so

H’Aere are the Nine?
" -

They were only giad for thcemselves, in
a selfish way. They forgot zbout the
One who had done this great thing for
them.

off from Jesus. But “If we confcss our
sins, he is falthful and just to forgive us

TEN CLEANSED

IF HE
WE WiLL
LCONFESS FORGIVE

; ETURNED
€ K EJOICED
EWARDED
our eins, and to cleanse us from all un-
rightecusness.” By faith the ten wers
cleansed of their foul discase; but thoy
2id not expericnce that inward cleansing
which was tho reward of him who re-
turned to Jesus and rejolced for his re-
newed body. ‘ Whero aro the nige *°
we might ask of many who once pto-
fesged convession but seldcmr praise their
Healer. And in Just proportion we
might point out the one wko continues

to follow Jeaus, and say, “ Be ye thank.
ful.”

The leprosy of sin ma«cs us stand afar

b
ot

Vel

K

oy

TR

-

L4 2o

&

Rk

af

W,
B

-t
Ao

R

FHR

s

rsl
*

..'}JL .m.lﬁ.st,.&‘?s »

?




