The press has recently
covered the ‘conviction of 13
political prisoners in Taiwan.
However, five other persons also
implicated in the case have not
yet been accounted for.

The 18 were secretly
arrested this summer by the
Kuomintang (KMT), the ruling
party in Taiwan. Nothing further
was heard about then until

Amnesty International (Al) learn-
ed that one of them, Chen Ming-
chung, had been secretly tried
and sentenced to death around
Nov. 10.

The Al report spurred
an international effort to save
Chen.

Public protests finally forced
the KMT to openly acknowledge
the arrests for the first time on
Nov. 26, but the KMT also denied
RY that Chen had ever been sentenc-
A ed to death. The next day the
A COODER KMT announced that Chen and
. seven others had been sentenced
J to between three and fifteen
years imprisonment.

It is unlikely that Chen et al
could have been openly and fairly
tried within that one-day period;
rather, it seems more likely that
the announcements were con-
ceived as short-termed
appeasements of the current
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public indignation.
The case of Chen et al is
typical in that they were con-

victed on charges of being “com-
munist spies,” while Al sources
indicate that they were ‘guilty’ of
reading some Japanese books
containing articles on science in
the Peoples’ Republic of China.
This is consistent with the KMT's
traditional policy of branding all
opposition as being pro-
communist, and eradicating all
traces of ‘communist’ influence,
at any cost.

The ‘chilling’ effort of the
KMT's suppression of any
political dissidence is by no
means limited to Taiwan, but
even extends to the United
States. In February this year, the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, after the uncovering
of a spying incident by a Taiwan
national, concluded that:

“There is sufficient informa-
tion supplied by SACC (a student
organization) members and from
university sources in the United
States to warrant a further and
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astrology and the charismatic
movement.
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