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The mod | church has a deep sympathy for orphans—
those poor waifs who are left without a mother's love
and & father’s tender care. Annually a collection is
taken, to which all coutribute, and this is forwarded to
the Ocphan’s Home that God's little ones may be fed,
clothed, edncated and brought up in the ‘‘nurture and
sdmonition of the Lor!,” that they may grow up useful
men and women in their day and generation. At Thanks-
giving aud Christmas times, & box of good things is for-
warded, thst they, too, may enjoy what our Father has
#o bountifully provided for his childven.

The model church remembers the old lnd infirm
preachers—her servants who bave worn themselves out
in hor service—and makes auple provision for their

t and support in their d years, - To that
end regular contributions are sent to the Aged Prjpchers’
Aid Soclety.

The mode! church heeds the great commission, *‘ Go
ye into all the world and preach the gospel unto every
L »* She enlarges her borders by giving freely,
often and lergely of her mesns ‘o District, State, Home
and Forelgn Missions, thus covering the whole world and
the isles of the sea. Withi her means goes her prayers to
God to bless the misiomeries that their labors may be
blessed and Christ’s kingdom be extended until “‘every
knee shall bow and every tougue confess his name.”

The model church believes in keeping a well-marked
line drawn between the church snd the world. When a
member goes astray, he is patiently, lovingly, kindly
admonished and every thing possible is done to 'ead bim
back fe Christ and to keep him from bringing dlshonor
upon God’s holy name. Falling la this, she withdraws
fe'lowship from him who walks disorderly

The model church believes in religions papers. They
counteract the evil tendency of the secular press ; so ber
members subecri™e and pay for a good, family, religions,
church paper, that they may keep in tonch with what {s
golug on around them in the religions world, both at
home and abroad. S“e knows that a good religlous
paper in the best antidote for the vile trash found in
mavy homes. She knows that next to the Bible the re-
liglous paper lsthe best means of creating a pure spiritual
stmosphere in the home.

Lastly, the model church cultivates a spirit of love.
The members love ove another, “in honor preferring
one another.” The church dwells together in brotherly
love ; no envyirg. no jeslousy, no astrife, no cap'ious
criticlsm, but each est ing others better than himself.
They know they have passed from death unto life, be-
cause they love the hrethren. They know that God is
love and the suthor of love, and that “‘now abideth these
three—faith, hope and love—but the greatest of these is
Jove.” Thus they dwell together in perfect unity await-
ing the dawning of the day when he cometh.

Is not this ideal ? Is it not mytbical? Is there snch a
church? If s0, where? I do not know if ary such exist,
but there were two.

When John saw that wonderful vislon on the lonely
isle of Patmos, onr Saviour sent a loving message to the
churches, and to only two did he send a message of un-
mixed praise—the churches st Smyrna aud at Pbiladel-
phia. To all others he sent a threat or a promise, and to
some of them both, but these two mu+t have been model
churches, as h's pure eye had seen nothing to reprove.

Such a church is as & ** city bullt upous a hill,"” s "' a
candle set upon scandle stick."
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“Always Abounding.”

Panl was fond of using large words when speakivg of
the privileges and duties of christian life, It was not
that the words were long snd hard to pronounce or
onderstand, It wae guite the opposite. The words
themselves were apt to be short and easlly understood,
bat they stood for great and wide and long things. They
were great words not in the sense of filllng the mouth,
but with the power to fill the mind and the heart,

Such & word is ‘‘abounding.” It has the largevess of
the ocean about it. It has the free range of the moun-
tain in its stmosphere. It carries ome owt to the wide
plaine where there is no restriction to the liberty. The
word means ‘‘without bounds."’ It is the great ses rather
than the pint cup. It is the wide universe rather than
imprisoning room. It is the king’s treasure rather than
the begger’s dole, Itis the grece of God poured omt
without measure into the heart of the christion, and it is
the grace of the christion manifesting iteelf in loving and
continuous service for the sake of Christ. It seeks ever
for enlargement, It tries not to save itsell, but ever to
be more and to do more. It breaks down the bounds of

traction and fi and diffases iteelf like the
sunlight that ficods all the spaces.

Here ia the ideal for christian life. It is to be not
selfish and contracted, but large, sctive, diligent, abound-
ing in all that is good and loving and gracions. Thusis
it to be with our prayers, going up to the throne of Grace
for great and wide blessings. Thus s it to be with our
affections, taking in the whole wide world and bearing it
before God in our desire for its salvation. Thuas it is to
be with our labors for the ad ent of the i

of the kingdom of Christ, as we use our powers without
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selfish stint, seeking to accomplish grest and lasting
results over which we shall rejoice in the eternal world
Thus is it to be with our giving, and thomgh in our
poverty we may not be able to give what we would lke
to bestow, yet God will make even that which is not to
be as though it were, and will make his blessing erlarge
the result of that which we gave in faith and love.

Such another large word is ‘‘always.” It is a great
thing to do what is good and not grow weary in the do-
ing ; to be faithful and steadfast and changeless in grac-
ioma attitude and effort. 8> many persons are prome to
glve up after a little work for a good carse. So many
start out and run well for a sesson, sand then relax their
running. So many can be counted on to be very zealous
while the new enthusiasm is on, and then grow very cold
when the first flash of interest dies ont, 1t {s not hard to
arouse a burst of zeal but it is something difficult fo keep
on and on after the romance hss faded from the hesart
Deeprseated principle is nel¥a in the sonl to keep one
going after the going hes come to be a plodding and &
grind. But some have this prirciple, and tbey keep on.
Keep on when they ar» weary? Yes Keep on when
they are feeling worn? Yes. Keepon when others drop
out, and the company thins, and the enthusissm fades ?
Yes. Always! By pight and by day, in summer and
in winter, in heat and in co'd, in storm and in ca'm in
youth and in old ag=, it ie alwayas good to be z=alonsly
effected in a go d'matter and to keep oa faithfully, stead.
fastly and unwaveriogly, to the end

Any one might enlist as a soldier if he might drop ont
at the first cold wind, or the first™Pough road, or the first

dark night, or the first sight of the ensmy ; but the sold- -

ier ie to endure hardness, and the good soldier standa to
his lot. The meriiage vow is until death shall part. The
Christian’s vow is for faithfulness nptc death, with no
discharge in the war. The stalweriness of a gord and
true life is seen in & steadfastness that persists, and that
abounds, not for a little time of plearant hours and sunny
experiences, but always, ever and forever, in unswerving
faith and loyalty, on to the very end.

We depend on God. We know there are no bounds to
his grace if we put ourselves where we may be the re-
ciplents of it acco ding to his covenant. We know that
his prom'se will never be broken, and that bis words
will be true as lonw as the heavens endure, Let his
graclous and glorions character be not only our r«fage,
but the model on which we fashion ouvr lives, and let us
strive to be godly, in the sense of being like God, in
unwavering falthfu'ness ard in abounding nnse fishness
in the setvice of God and man —Sel.
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Baptism As Representation,

We heard a fresh s rong word the other dsay on the
signi‘icance ~f baptism from Prof, Mil on G Evans. We
have been accustomed as m st are to emphasizs nbedience
as connected therewith We are to be baptizsd because
Christ commanded it. Of course the paper recogniz:d
the fact that this element of obedience does obtsin,
Baptism is commanded. There is not the slightest
guullon about that in the preserce of the New Testa-
ment. When the command l{ssues from the lips of Jesns
Christ, then obedience must be involved,

But baptism {s much more than obedience toa com-
mand, accordirg to the acriptures, snd according to the
paper to which we have referred, It is carried to a uch
more significant plane in the formulation of the Chrii-
tlan doctrine by Paunl's massive brain and virile faith
Kuow ye not, he says in subatance, that as many of you
a8 are baptized into Christ are baptiz:d into the likeness
of his death and resurrection, and moreover, that your
old men is crucified with him that heuceforth you should
not serve sin? Therelore, reckon yourselyes dead to sin
but alive unto God throvgh Jesus Christ. Reckon ye

" yourselves, in the sphere of the imagination, by the re-

presentation of baptism  As the soldier reckons himself
as belonging to the government by the doaning of his
uuiform, as the bride reckons hierself esponsed by the ac-
ceptance of thering, as the child reckons herself ander
obligation to abstain from defilement becsuse of the
clean, white dress her mother has pleced upon her—so
reckon ye, in the sphere of 'baptism, yourselves dead to
sin and alive to righteonsness. Baptism is not the means
of sanctification but the reminder of it. It is not the pro-
ducer, but ite seal and cunserver. It is not a thing to be
set aside lightly then. It is not something to be changed
accorfing to circomstance or whim. It alone sets forth
that which Jesus Christ does and that which we do, It s
a perpetual reminder and a perpelusl challenge to
fidelity.

The force of dramatic representation is one that is
universally recognized. It it that which gives the
stage its bold upon the popular mind and heart. Itis
that which causes multitndes to stand hushed and awed
before some great painting like Sargent’s mura! painting
of The Crucifixion, recently utveiled in the Pablic Lib-
rary of Boston. They come and go, and come and go
again, and the force of that representation im all its
solemnity and beauty rests upon them ina way which
10 verbal sermon could produce. Thus baptism repre-
sents (sets forth) the foundation facts of the Christian
faith, . It is & distinct loes to the Christian church where
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the form has been changed. It isa distinc: da'y restiog
uoon us as Baptists to seek to preserve in its integrity
that which is so forceful and essential in its symbolism.
Ex,
b oaos
A Century of Progress in India

BY RRV. G. N. THOMSSEN.

I sometimes wonder how a Hindu Rip Van Winkle
would stare if, aiter sleeping for a century, he could see
what we see  Being orthodox, he certainly would die of
chagrin and anger at the degeneracy in customs that he
would see evarywhere. Imagine pushing him into a
third.clase railway compartment and making him sit
next to an outcast who, being a Sepoy, wonld not deruple
to slap him in the face if he were to take his shoe ard
strike him, as he would have done a hundred years ago.
I can imagine heariog his Jament :

‘Obloh!oh!! oh!!! What a world is this! One
huaired yeariag: the Brah@in was a god ; now he s
only & man, snd has to work like other men Oh! oh!
oh!! oh!l! A bundred yeass ago Hindu princes raled
in many parta of the land ; now the impure foreigners-
control everything; now we can no looger follow the
teachers ard do wkat ceste and custom demand. Oh!

oh!ub!!ohl;} I will drwn myself! N> one aball
saveme! Oaloh! oh!! "
What did caste and cystom demand of the Hindu a

buvdred years ago? o

A century sgo children were considered plous if they
got rid of their poor old mother, on the death of the
father, by burning her alive with the corpse Or, if the
parents lived too long, and were feeble, it was quite right
to take them to the banks of some river, eapecially the
holy Ganges, to fill thelr moutha with mud and leave
them exposed o die. Or ore might even bury them
a ive, Woe to the Hindu who would try to get rid of his
parents now under British rule !

On the other hand, parents one hundred years ago
could murder their chlidren with impuoaity. Many =
mother threw her avcking child to the crocodiles in the
Ganges and other rivers. Infamticide, especially the
the killing of girls, was considered virinovs, and custem
demanded this in order to foster polylndty Now .n
this {s changed. 'Tis true p
their little omes mow; but t.hcy never go unpunished if
detected. The police are becoming better everv year,
and it s harder fora ¢'iminsl to escape in India than in
America. A few weeks ago s father in Rellary saeri-
ficed his little son of five years to an 1d 1 by caitlug off
bis hesd; but the father has been sentenced to desth,
Oae hundred years sgo no one wou'd have taken notiow
of the ( fenee.

Ome shudders t0 think of the awful sscrifices « ffered
to idols ‘a cemtviy sgo. Blood, blood, blood | human
blood was what the idols called for, and all aver India
men shed b'ood for their own redemption; and all this
wis shed inesin  Intemples ont on the fields, svery-
whaere blood of human vietims fl swed. When the car of
Juggernant was drawn through the stree's, the wheels
were dripping with the blooi of the delnded victims
throwing themselves before them  Devotees wounld
fiing themeelves from beighte, ard their bloo'y mangled
bodies would He at the foot of the precipices. All this
f* no more. The car ¢f Juggernaut is still sometimes,
pulled through the streets, but al! H ndu festivals are
now bloodless; or, if blood be shed, it ia the blood of
goats, chickens, aheep and buffalos, bat not human
blood.

To a great extent, the days of fearful, bloody, sulcidsl
torture, too, are now no more, There have beena few
cases lu recent years of the cruel hook swinging ; but the
hetter cless of Hicdus demounce this cruel custom ss
much as the Raropeant do. One now and again meats a
fakir and sanyasi, holy beggars, who plerce the cheeks,
the toogve, the arme and thighs with long iron rods, or
torture tkemselves, but such are now more a cuiosity
than objects of worship. - So Indis is realiz'ng that such
bodily tortures are of no avail.

Slavery is no more. The poor periabs were slaves of
the soil ; now they frequently leave their villages, settle
in large cities,.or even emigrate to Natal Borma and the
Straite settk ts. The Moh di used to get
slaves from Africa, and every family of wealth had & host
of ennuchs and slaves ; but t} is has been tbolisked. So
Icdia moves forward.

Then think of the lsrge nrmber of reforms tlat beve
taken plsce. Widow remsrrisge is now sanctioned by
law. Child-marrisge is gradually becoming lilegal. E 1.
ueation is bresking down all the o'd, rotten batilen ents,
and & new Ipdia is being born. All this in oné hundred

.years !

Missionarles, according to the testimony of Hindus,
bave been instramental in bringing about these changes.
Other forces have been at work, but the main force has
been the missionary. No, mirsions have not been a fail-

" ure, T fuily.helieve in another century India will be as

Christian s conntry as America or England. * Therefore,
my beloved breterem, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye

_kuow that your labor is not in vain in the Lord,”

Bapatls, September 18, 1g01.




