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The Rt. Rev. Michae! Ott. 0.5.B., Our New Abhot.

(Continue ge 1.)

In the afternoon of July 23, the day of eiection itself, Abbot
Peter sent the following message, so happily expressed
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ing Mount Rainjer to-day Pet Erngel,

We felt grateful to Abbot Peter the reception of this gener
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eommunity surrounded the cony it arrived but ‘before it

came to a stop we saw and felt that our prayers had been heard, for
the good Praesc
telegram from hi
with ug in triumphant exultation with
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Our hearty ‘‘Deo Gratias’’ came from se
ously.

could retain himself no longer, but, waving the
to rejoice
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geatl in the conveyance, he burst ot

the exclamation :

veral hearts simultane-

And now, kind reader, whom did we get? Hear the message as
one of the Fathers reads aloud ;
“Tacoma, WeasH,, July 23, 1919.
Abbot Erne L
St. PETER'S ABBEY, MUENSTER, SASK.
Taking it to be the will of God, I accept election with a
heavy heart, hoping that with the help of God and the co-oper-

Rt. Rev.

ation of the Reverend Fathers, I shall be able to bear the heavy
burden. f Abbot Peter wired me his consent today.
Michael Ott,”

This beautiful message reads like an inspiration from above,
We sincerely believe the Holy Ghost directed dand guided us in the
election, and the telegram from our abbot-elect breathes a spirit of
sacrifice and resignation; surely the Holy Ghost inspired him with
the noble answer. The Very Rev. Michael Ott, O. 8. B., Subprior
of St. John's Abbey, wag unanimously elected an first ballot to re-
place the late’beloved Abbot Bruno, The community was nearly
beside itself with inward and holy joy. The church bell joyfully
announced the glad tidings of the suceessful issue of the election,
and the same day the Fathers dispersed with a new heart and re-
newed courage to resume their duties at their missions, and the Rt.
Rev. Abbot Ernest back to Newark, N. J., pleased with the spirit
exhibited by the Fathers in the election and the resignation of the
abbot-elect to the will of the Almighty,

A year ago the day of his election the abbot-elect was in our
midst here.

About the middle of Julythe opened the annual Retreat
for the community active in the Colony. After the Retreat, he in
company Rt. Rev. Abbot Bruno and a number of the
Fathers made a tour through the Colony, visiting all the parishes.
Heé repeatedly evinced a great interest in the Colony and even ex-
pressed a rather strong desire When Abbot Bruno
thanked him in the n#me of the community for the kindly and use-
ful instructions he imparted to us

with the

to labor here,

in his lectures and conferences,
Father Michael responded by congratulating the abbot and his com-
munity upon the brotherly and\charitable spirit prevalent amongst
them. He expressed his pleasyre at being in our midst and his re-
gret at being obliged to leave the Colony soon., He said, however,
would be in our midst. Little did he,
still less did we reckon that within a year it should please God to
place him at the head of our community. He was a good friend of
the lamented Abbot Bruno, and we recognize in himn not a few traits
of semblance to our late Abbot,

this was not the last time he

It is with some misgiving that we now proceed to record a few
points of the past history of our abbot-elect, fearing lest we should
oftend his modesty and love of reserve. Neverthelegs, we realize
that at least a few points will be appreciatedl by our readers and we
furthermore believe this to be not only salutary and serviceable, but
even necessary.

Father Michael completed his classical studies at St. John’s
University, Collegeville, Minn., where he distinguished himself in
deportment and application. He entered the Benedictine Noviciate
and was professed a year later, June 24, 1889, at the age of nineteen. |

The talented -cleric -was sent to Rome to pursue his higher
studies at the Anselmianum, the famous institution then just re-|
cently refounded by Pope Leo X1IL of blessed memory, and handed
over to the Benedictine Ovder. This institution was to. serve as|
store-house and source of learning primarily for the more talented |
young Benedictines from all parts of the world, and is supported by |
the Benedictine houses which one finds all over the globe. It has
served its purpose admirably; its professors are Benedictines chosen |

from all over the world for their learning and teaching ability. The|
: .

first cleric to be sent from St. John’s to this institution was Fr.
Michael. He received the Major Orders by ‘the hands of a merhber |
of the sacred college of cardinals and was raised to the priesthood
June 29, 1894,
June 29 of the current year.

Having completed his course of studies and obtained his. de-| back to save the mines from de-

grees, Father Michael returned to St. John's, a doctor of Philosophy.
Here he held various pesitions and occupied numerous professional
chairs, He was appointed disciplinarian of the commercial depart-

ment and later became Censor over the student staff of editors or| [I\r the cubinel, including -Boos
¥: Taid : “ ’ 3 i v l\‘ R < - P &
St. John's University ‘‘Record’, as well as superintendent over the ! \,‘.‘“l'{ l“ :uﬁ‘lm"l (';.dd‘sl‘ “."d
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student librarians. He was also assistant Father Confessor for the | o e Pk eNo v
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students and superintendent of the institution’s printing establish-
ment, where he a few years ago introduced the monotype, cylinder
press, and paper folder. During his censorship the ‘‘Record’’ has
made notable strides on the field of college journalism: and the
students’ library, besides being greatly enlarged and a reading
room added, was filled to its capacity with all that a Catholic college
student can wish for in the line of stories, essays, encyclopedias,
dictionaries and an extensive variety of papers and magazines in
several languages.

Father Michael is a professor of highrepute. Among the bran-
ches which have been commonly taught by him are the following:
English, Latin, German, Greek, French, Philosophy, Ethics.. For
many years also he was Prefect of Studies, and the high grade of
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among them Cardinal Gasquet, O. S. B., |
while the latter was still monk and abbot in England. [

As monk of the Abbey of St. John’s, Father Michael has for|
many years held the office of subprior, 'and as a member of the
teaching faculty of the university, he was also at the time of his
election secretary on the board of administration and instruction.
We are, as far as our glad hearts permit, in sympathy with the Rt.
Rev. Abbot Peter and his community at the loss of their subprior,
where Father Michael has ever been an esteemed confrere, both
because of his learning and his many sterling qualities as Benedie-
tine monk. We know his leaving St. John’s will be deeply regretted
by all the community. Still, we wish to remind them that we stand
badly in need of our abbot-elect; we wish to recall also. to their
minds the noble and sacrificing call to which he has considered it
his sacred duty to respond. We express to the Rt. Rev. Abbot Pe-
ter our hearty thanks for his consenting to sacrifice the man we
have chosen. To be sure, we have not been sparing in our request;
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| Memorial To Nuns of Battlefield

1{ The site for the “Memorial to
| the Nuns of the Battlefield” to be
jerected in Washington by the La-
|dies’ Auxiliary to the Ancient Or-
| der of Hibernians, being designated,
{and the design approved by the
Fine Arts Commission, the National
| Capital will have the distinetion |

munity to hate oneof its members chosen as an abbot, an
| sentiment uppermost in our glad hearts rather than with ser;
| of sympathy,
!the Rt. Rev. Abbot Peter and his community our hearty
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we have chosen the man we deemed the most fit to ”""m
welfare of our community and of St. Peters’s Colony, rezardlesg q;
the feelings of others, we felt it a duty to do so, and thanks

Abbot Peter has generously consented without a murmur, apq h
abhot-elect considered it his solemn duty to accept the electigy a:
the call of God. What a sacrifice we have asked of our abbot-gleety
Only those who are thoroughly acquainted with the conditiong ai
St. John’s and the conditions at St, Peter’s, ean realize what 5
sacrifice it means to our new abbot, and only those luainted
with the new abbot understand what a saerifice it e e
for the commypnity of St. John’s. Still; it is an honor fo; the P

ith thig

Imentg

which would tend to dampen our joy, tend ty

we ¢

ations. We thank likewise thé Rt. Rev. Praeses for his | g
terest, aid and enthusiasm:

We express to our Abhot-elect our heartiest congratulati
every good wish; we extend to hima most cordial welcom
hope he will soon be able to be in our midst, for we feel that e
day he shall'spend at our monastery will be a valua l

honor of wearing the pectoral cross, do we pledge ourselves ¢
ist him to carry the cross of burdens which rests upon his she
He may rest assured of our ready co-operation in all his un
ings. We in turn are assured he will be a worthy successor to the
late Abbot Bruno. = Considering his wide experience in the ficld of
education and aware of the fact that he realizes the necessity of 5
higher education to our young men, we hesitate not to prophesy the
dawn and opening of a new era in the history of the Colony. The
Colonists, we are sure, will meet the new Abbot with the same love,
joy and good will with which the community is longing to receive
him.  He is wide awake to their needs and wants. We are also
certain our good bishop will find in him a capable advisor and true
friend.

We must now wait in patience for the confirmation from Rome,
which may take even two months or over, possibly less. In the
meantime, we beg our friends and readers, remember the Abbot-
elect in their prayers. We assure our new Abbot he is daily in our
thoughts and prayers and that we anxiously await his blessing, We
hope and pray that he may preside over the community and govern
the spiritual affairs of the Colony for many, many years with evid-
ent, success and God’s choicest blessings. Ad multos annos !

| ¢
| vention of the Order in 1914, in|Rhode Island, who in his address

&;rf!)lk, appealed to the organiza-|in the House of Representatives
tion to do honor to the saintly [said: “Monuments to the memory
women who served their country | of departed heroes are the immor-

thy of them and the order they re- | generations; they are the silent

presented. |
The resolution authorizing. the | pages of time.

; erection of this memorial | memorial to be erected on govern- |a country, they are a part of the
was inaugurated by Mrs, Ellen| ment property in the National |life of a people.. The Nuns of the
Capital was put through Congressl Battlefield are the immortal hero-
Island, who' at the National Con- | by Hon. Ambrose Kennedy of ines of the Civil War in America.”
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Our business is to sell you goods in a business-like way,
which means THE BEST VALUE FOR YOUR MONEY.
We never ask you for a deposit, when you order goods
for future delivery, and are always ready to take your
word for the order being given in good faith. Should you
afterwards, for any reason, not need the goods you ordered,

Il them to someone who does need them

and we shall be as good friends as ever.
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