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Lons 164 way of putting thé case. Insanity is an affliction of our common 

humanity ; it finds its victims in all ranks; and when it strikes the 
man of high position it brings him down to the same level as it dns 
the beggar.

Indifference towards the comforts of the insane can hardly exist 
, in any, unless those who never apprehend that they may themselves
°'î,r ■ yet stand in need of them. In the opinion of such persons it may
1 bTtv of that any sort of lodgment, however crammed and comfortless ;
[a n 1 "i any sort of classification, however defèctive or disgusting ; any sort 
.° n have a*r t° breathe, however fetid and pestilent, is good enough for the 

sions m l pauper ma8a ; and that anything wearing the aspect of superior 
f comfort, or domestic elegance, is but a waste of public money.

n= 0 And yet I have seen persons, who very probably once held
les, as o $ ;. v;ews> manifest far other feelings, when, by an unexpected 
Of the ■ str0*£e fat®- they have been constrained to seek for asylum rosi
ra lr®P ’ deuce for some near and dear relative. Though they might, many 
lara ron o B times before, have observed that the patients of this asylum sleep to
n°r 0 i" the extent of seven-eighths in large associate dormitories ; and that
;rega c a - our roomg intended for only one bed each have always two, unless

. f. when the occupants, from violent or other bad tendencies, are unfit 
t * f tl c iror assoc'ati°n (aud this class is always more numerous than can be 

CIv' °f tl 11 properly provided for) ; yet they invariably expect that their insane 
irT °Ch'ef ?!tViend *s to have 6 room 10 himself, with all the conveniences and 

the V ic comfortg 0f home- When they are told that every one-bedded room 
lis already taken up, they think nothing is more easy, or more proper, 
ithan that some one should be ejected, and a vacancy thus created for 
[their especial gratification. But the carrying into effect of their re
quirement might be a perilous experiment. The patient to be ejected 

nay be totally unfit to be lodged in company with any other, and he 
îas been lodged alone, exactly because of his dangerous tendencies.

In the last annual report of your Board to His Excellency the 
îovemor General, the opinion is expressed, “ that in case of extreme 
îecessity, seeing the present want of accommodation, the Toronto 
Hsylum average might, without fear of evil consequence, be increased 
10 400.'*
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The by-laws of the Asylum, by which it is my duty to be guided, 
irovide (vide cap. 1, clause 2) that “ The Medical Superintendent 
uay, from time to time, with the approval of the Commissioners, or

atients whichmajority of them, declare the aggregate number of p 
rail at such time or times be admitted into the asylum, and may 
sfuse admission to any person or persons over and above such 
umber."

This by-law was enacted at a time when the number of patients


