
ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF IRELAND.

CIIAPOIER I,

IKTI.£UCriON OF CnRISTIANITY-MISSrON OF PAL^ ADm._.TrP.„OF THE IRISH BEFOUE THEIR Co/woS^t^'''^^''''''^'''''

iNiiatcotfiSE With foreign nations is assigned as th^ r«.^-
Providence employed in conveying the ti^Jo^^IZtZ^'fland

;
and a. such intercourse rests on unquestioned au2t,!

I .CU, of this hypothesis recon^ends it lo attentL t^^di^^^^^then, the precise time in which our Island has hP^r, « ,!*;f
''*^'™'"^''

the heavenly light of faith, we have no r^n T n^ltrof ''

imse, a. the early history of Christianity in other counWe'tTnvV"";m s^dar obscurity, that in an Island in'o which t e am o/Z^lmans never penetrated, a similar inconvenience shouIdTffLt it ! ^smstical records. Tertullian informs us, that in h s t^f^I ]
Christ reigned in places which Britons inLahtd a^ wllV i' T" ''

did not explore. Eusebius even assorts tL some !f t \ f'""^^

ceeded beyond the ocean to the 13Hty. L 2^^^
maintain that St. Paul preached in Britin L , - ^^^^^^^^^^

nahsts and ecclesiastical writers of our country donlTanTtS '
""

of havine been visitpH K^ «„ a n ,
"' *"*' "onor

cinles IfZJr ^nI ""'^P"^^^''' «^ ^>y «"y of their immediate dis-ciples H, then, Insh Christians received the precious mft of fnlM /

other <La^, 1I3 :; ::r
""'"°"™ °' ^°''"^' ""« -•«

and «pp™,o, ,„ i^ ,„„,„,„, „„J' »;„^;j-^
!!; c-«7''ganism, ami (i.o storms of persecution wl.; i .1

~
~'~'""^^'^'^'- "^ P«-


