
rouldbe no encroachment upon tlieir con-

ititution, and that it was as sacred as life

tself. But it was left to Sir Charles

\letcaire to violate and finally to annul it

nd he has declared that it is a fiction and
hat it is more fit that he should rulo in-

iependently, than that we should have any
/oice in the administration of his gov-
ernment.

The sincerity of his declarations have

}Jieen exemplified by his practice. For the

ast eight months he has conducted his

dministration without responsibh advi-

link f ir ••nr*!^^^' ^^^ ^®^ public opinion at defiance.

It in IV n<.| '>^d ^till asserts his determination so still

rule over us. Ho refuses either to

nect our Representatives or to dissolve

he House. In fact he treats the people

)f Canada with the most perfect indifler-

mce, and their wishes and feelings with

he utmost contempt.

This is the position in which we now
ind ourselves. One means, however, still

emains open to us. In the ordinary
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» wliMJe lif^ course of things the people will be called

ipon to choose new Representatives.

Jpon the issue of the next elections de-

lend all our future hopes. If the ma-
ority of the next Parliament is composed

nay, eveni'^ "^^^ ^^^^ ^^''^ stand by the people and

i?ho will not sacrifice our liberties to their

wn interests, we may safely look forward

a happy termination of our diflicullies.

Jut should it be otherwise we may then

id adieu to Responsible Government.
It is therefore with a view to this that we

[Specially invite your most serious consi-

leration. It is with the hope that vvbilat

n the midst of our trials you were no

mmindful of our treatment, st) in the

lour of our greatest need you wil not

lave deserted your Country , but tha yoa
vill be found true to your trust, exeri.ting

rour elective franchise on the side <n f «ivil

nd religious liberty.

Ihe occasion will be a solemn and en

mportant one. It is looked forward to

', roreivetl

I sufHfr.-nt

nt opposi-

I to silence

1 irrespon-

'OunciHorf

the avnw-
nb'e ftov-

its conc^'s-

wa« mad?
efonh the

I he per-

mate con-

i cnuld boi

hat there

with anxiety not only by ourselves but
likewise by our kindred and our friends in

other and far distant lands, where liberty

and freedom flourish, and where that

Constitution of (vhich we have been de-

privcd, and for which we are now con-

tending, is the happy lot of the poorest

and the humblest.

We intreat you therefore not to lose

sight of its importance. Our choice of a

Representative must bo such as is suited

to the times. He must be a man of un-
wavering principle and in wlton^ we have
unlimited confidence; He must have
passed through the ordeal of political

trial and shown himself worthy of our
choice. In proportion as he has always

been found upon the side of the people

—

in proportion to his firmness and political

consisiency and sincerity, so and so let us

judge of him.

In conclusion we would respectfully

beg leava to caution the Electors against

imposition. We do not wish to be consi-

dered over officious, nor do we desire or

intend »o dictate to others the course which
they ought to pursue. We feel strongly

our situation and our responsibilities and
our duties, and we therefore believe that a
friendly hint of this kind will be received

in the spirit in which it is oflered.

We know that it is usual in election-

eering limes, for parties to profess senti-

ments the most opposite to their real prin-

ciples, and we regret to be obliged to ac-

knowledge that this system of deception

has too often succeeded. We trust hovv
ever that experience has taught us a use-

ful lesson in this respect, and (hat here-

after we loill see the necessity ofdiscarding

all doubtful characters and of relying

upon men of well triedprinciples.

In times like these, it especially be-

hoves every one to look well to the men
who are striving for their suflrages, and to

see that our choice of a representative

is such as to be beyond all suspicion.


