
few hundred minors croRslnft the boundnry
from AhiHka. The Surveyor Oeneral, on the
6th of March, 1897, a couple of months after

I took office, wrote to me a letter. I will call

'

your attention to the fact that thin letter was
I

from an experienced, capable ami reliable

officer of the Qoveroment, not appointed by
me, but appointed by hou. gentlemen oppo-
site, and I am Rlad to say further that the
appointment was an excellent one and one
which I rcKard as belnR satisfactory In every
way ; a better officer I do not believe any
Government could have. lie wrote to me on
March 5th, 1807, as follows :

A perusal of Mr. OKllvle's report leaves the
Impreaslon that If prompt steps are not taken
for plactiiK tho land and mining busineig of the
district under efllclent nmnaReniont, it will soon
be In an undesirable condition. Mr. Ogilvle'fi

view |g that the surveyor of the district should
have charge of the businoss : his arguments ap-
pear irrefutable. The present agent

That was Capt. Goustantlne.

himself admits tlmt he cannot fulfll the du-
ties of the office, and asks to be relieved. Should
Mr. Ogilvie's view be adopted, no one Is better
fitted for the position than Mr. Thomas Fawcett ;

he is not only a skilled surveyor and a man of
groat tact, Judgment and e.xperlence, but he Is

very fortunate in always mnlntr'iinK pleasant
relations with evirybody. i i reniDte pla;e
like the Yukon district, where much must be left

to the agent, suavit- of manner and a concll-
Intory spirit are p.iiapa the most ossential
qualities.

Mr. Thomas Fawcett was employed In a
temporary way on Government surveys from
1874 to 1892. The surveyors were nearly all

employed lu a temporary way ; tliere are
only a few that are permanent offlcors. I say
that simply to Indicate that Mr. Fawcett was
to all Intents and purposes a Government
surveyor, although he had only been In tho
employ of the (lovernment from time to time.

In 1892 Mr. Fawcett was permanently ap-

pointed In the Surveyor General's branch of

the department. He had passed the examin-
ation necessary to such appointment and
the record of his temporary service was
good. In consequence of the report of the

Surveyor General made to me on 5th of

March. 1897, and followed by another letter

on 12th April. I caused Mr. Fawcett to be
appointed, and ho was sent out in time to

get to the Yukon district by the first opening
of the water on the Yukon River. There was
no delay : he got there Just as soon as It

was possible for him to have got there.

Now. the members of the House under-
stand and know that I hav(> been accused
by the Conservative press throughout this

country of finding Mr. Ogllvle In charge of

the Yukon district and of removing him.
Members of the House know, if they have
read the Opposition press, that It has been
charged that I found Mr. Ogllvle in charge
of the Yukon district, he having been ap-
pointed by hon. gentlemen opposite and put
in charge of that district, and that I removed
him. Mr. Ogllvle never was lu charjje of

the Yukon district, and under tht: hon. gentle-
men opposite be never had anything to do
with It. They never recognized Mr. Ogilvlo
In connection with the Yukon district. They
i>ever paid any attention to him, and they
never read his reports. Mr. Ogllvle was sent
out there as topographical surveyor In con-
nection with the boundary survey and he had
no c-onnectlon with the Yukon district. It

was only the ability, fairness and dignity of
character of Mr. Ogllvle that caused hlin to
be recognized by the people there as a man
to whoiM they could go and n-fer any causes
of dispu >. The other officer In charge of the
district was Capt. Constantino, and Capt.
Goustantlne asked to be relieved. Hon. gen-
tlemen may ask : Why did ycm not appoint
Mr. Ogllvle In bis place ? The answer is that
Mr. Ogllvle asked to be allowed to couie
back on account of Ill-health, and he came
back on account of Ill-health. Now, to dis-
pose of this charge, which Is one of a num-
ber. I have pointed out that ' • < Is nothing
whatevci- In the siory that i •, 'oved Mr.
Ogllvle from his position; I h.nj pointed
out that he never had the po'lfou in fact,

and that he came back at b's own request on
account of falling health. hen [ ppolnted
as (!old CompiiMsloner a .uirveyor. ^''liy ?

Because Mr. Ogllvle. v/ho was coiiipcteut to
advise the deiMirtiuent. siiggf^sl"! the ap-
pointment of a surveyir ; aiKi bccausi that
sugjxestion was strongly suprorted by the
Surveyor General wlio advised that Mr.
Thomas Fawcett. a surveyor of ills staff!,

was the sort of man that was wanted, l call

ed upon the Surveyor General of Canada for
advice, anrl on the recommendation of the
Surveyor General of Canada I had a survey-
or of ills own appoUued as (!old ConiniLs-
slouer.

Now. Mr. Speaker. Iliey say I ma<le minlnj:

regul.'itions under wliich ilie records were
secret. I say that 1 did nothing of the kind.
The Mining regulations In force when Mr.
Fawcett went out were the mining regula-
tions promulgated by hon. gentlemen oppo-
site—without liiange. Who made those regu-
lations ? The hon. gentlemen opposite ai"-

polnted Mr. Pierce, an experienced surveyor,
an able man. as able a man In his own Hue
as tliere Is in Cauadii, to prepare a set of

mining regulations. Mr. Pierce was appolnt-
e<l Superintendent of Mines, and It was under
the regulations made by him that Mr. FaAV-
cett went to the Yukon district. There were
only the slightest changes of form, and
nothing as far as administration was
concerned. If any change was made It was
upon the recommendalon of Mr. Ogllvle In

regard to certain matters of detail, so as to

adapt these nvculatious to the Yukon dis-

trict, because the regulations as originally

made were adapted to the requirements and
conditions of the North-wost Territories. In
regard to the .secrecy of -ecords, whatever
the practice was under the late Government,
the practice was when Mr. Fawcett went out.

Hon. gentlemen will remember that when he


