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The Crisis of Democrat xi

was mort speedily and effe£lually exercised.

Neither thi syndicaliil nor the authoritarian

criticism is wholly baseless ; yet it is true that in

neither case dv>es it arise from an inherent defedl

in the democratic principle. The one arises from
the circumstance that political democracy Sill lacks

its logical economic corollary ; the other from the

ta£i that democracy is not sustained by its proper

ethical coefficient.

These, however, are not the only grounds for

the increasing scepticism of the validity of demo-
cratic in^itutions. The democratic ftate, like

its predeces ors, has proved itself to be voracious of

authority ; and in the exercise of its presumed
omnicompetency it has increasingly occupied itself

with matters, which—both in respedl of extent and
content—it is incapable of handling adequately.

It has become palpably impossible to submit sdl

the concerns of government to parliamentary

discussion ; and in consequence there has been a

tendency on the one hand to invefl admini^rative

departments with virtual legislative power, and oa
the other to convert representative assemblies ixito

mere inAruments for registering the decisions of

the executive government. The recent proposal

for the e^ablishment of a permanent Statutory

National Indu^rial Covnci'. in England has been
evoked by the palpable inability of Parliament

to deal effectually with the problems of induitrial

produ(£lion . Even before the War, it was becoming
plain that the congeAion of parliamentary business


