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The day after the anny had made good its paflagc

over Afliley river, it advanced to Charles Town.
It broke ground within eight hundred yards of the

enemy's works, in the night of the lirft of April

;

and in fevcn days after, had perfected the batteries

propofcd, and mounted them with cannon.

On the eighth of April Admiral Arbuthnot forced

his way into Charles Town harbour, under a heavy
fire from Fort Sullivan, which damaged feveral of

his lliips. He took complete poffeffion of all the

different pafles, and entirely blockaded the town on
that fide.

The gaining of the harbour of Charles Tow^n was
the heavier a difappointment, as the Americans
were firmly perfuaded, from the vigorous and for-

tunate refinance made by Fort Sullivan, two years

before, that it would have obflrufted the entrance

of the Britifh fcjuadron with the like fuccefs.

Depending on the eificacy of the defence it would
make, they had moored feveral Ihips and gallies in

a pofition to make a raking fire on the Britilh fqua-

dron, on its approaching the fort ; and doubted not

being able to reduce it to fuch a condition, as to

fruftrate nil expetlations of fuccecding in any at-

tempt of that nature.

They had alio, as a further means of prevention,

funk in the channel leading to the town, four large

fiigares, with feveral merchant lliips, fitted with

chevaux de frize on their decks, in the manner of

thofc that hud been formerly funk in the Delaware

to the fame intent. An immenfe boom was alfo ex-

tended acrofs this channel. It was compofed of

fpars, chains, and cables, fccured together by fliips

mafts ; and it was defendcil on the fide of the town

by ftrong batteries, mounting upvvards of forty

pieces of heavy cannon.

Thefe obftacles being furmounted, and the Bri-

ilfli fquadron having taken j)oircfIion of the harbour,
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