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PREFACE.

CJ^f^His woRK is especially intended for Gaelic-

\ìSi^ speaking Canadians. Some of them, it is

true,take very little interest in the past; they

forget or ignore their obligations to it. But others

are of a nobler stamp. They work hard to rnake

a fcomfortable living for themselves ; still they find

some leisure hours for reading the poetry, legends,

traditions, and history of their ancestors. They

are Canadians by birth and are thoroughly loyal to

their own country ; but they are Kelts by blood,

and are not ashamed of the poetic, warm-hearted,

and warlike people from whom they have sprung.

The Old Highlanders had faults, but they were

men.

I have in this work given specimens of the com-

positions of the best known poets and song-writers

of the Gaeldom of Scotland from 141 1 to 15 17,

or from the Battle of Harlaw to the Battle of

Sheriffmuir. I have also given a brief account of

every author respecting whom it was possible for

me to obtain any infortnation. I have added

glossaries and explanatory notes, which I trust may
be useful in making the poems intelligible. I have
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