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that feeling and wisdom are identical qualities. We declme to

indicate those transactions by any particular name. We all know that

they were failures, and since tiue tempers judgment, wo venture

to believe that the actors of that day concur with the ( .-itics of tlie

present time in think' Tig that they were follies. The most stirrmg

among the many impassioned " Songs of the Nation,"—" Who
fears to speak of '98"—showed alike the genius, the courage, and

the credulity of " Young Ireland" of '48. The Irish politics of

fifty years smce were no more worthy of recall tlian was the Irish

policy of two hundred years since. Young Ireland should not, we

venture to think, have invoked the embarrasing memories of the

past, if it wished to make old Ireland new. It was an error in

time, an error injudgment, and an error in sense, ^hich, fortimately

for all, contauied within itself tlie germ of inevitable failure.

While England, through her press and in her Parliament,

scouted the policy and punished its principal exponents, she did not

fail very generously to acknowledge the unquestionable talent and

out-spoken honesty of that earnest and ill-fated party. We all

know what followed. Some of the leaders were sent into penal

exile, while otliers, including the subject of our sketch, found safety

in voluntary expatriation. Thus it was that, heated and excited by

the strife, angered and disappointed at the issue, Mr. McGee for a

second time landed in the United States. As before, his occupa-

tions were those of a journalist and a lecturer, for it is his pleasure

to live by the sweat of his brain. B«tween the close of 1848 and

the commencement of 1857, he published two newspapers, "• The

New York Nation," aud the " American Celt." It was, ofcourse,

natural, all the circumstances considered, that the inclination of liis

mind should have been violently and from the force of recent dis-

cipline, bitterly hostile to the Government of Great Britain. Many
will remember, not from the papers thems'jives, for they had but a

small circulation in the Provinces, but from extracts which found a

place in several of the Canadian journals, how fiercely and bitterly

anti-English his political writings were. But while admitting the

exaggerated rancour which charact^jrized his words, it will undoubt-

edly be allowed that time and the opportunity for closer observa-

tion produced their usual influence on his instructed mind. His

fierce anger towards Great Britain gradually disappeared. His


