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Whether to have flored it would have anfwered

the end, or been a Icfs mifchief than drowning

it, I Ihall leave to the judgment of the Public.

The other Colonies, it feems, have no fcruples

about it ; for we find that whenever tea arrives

in any of them, whether from the Eaft India

Company, or any other quarter, it never fails

to ihare the fate of that in Bofton. All men
will agree, that fuch fteps ought not to be taken,

but in cafes of abfolute neceflity, and that fuch

ncccffity muft be very clear. But n«oft people

in America now think, the deftruftion of the

Bolvon tea was abfolutely neceffary, and there-;

fore right and juft. It is very true, they fay^

if the whole People had been united in fenti*

ment; and equally liable in their refolution, not

to buy or drink it, there might have been a

reafon for preferving it; but the People here

were not fo virtuous or To happy. The Britifh

Miniflry had plundered the People by illegal

taxes, and applied the money in falarlcs and

penfions, by which devices they had infidiouily

attached to their party, no inconfiderable num-

ber of perfons, fome of whom wei'^ of family,

fortune, and influence, though many of them

wereof defperate fortunes; each of whom, how-

ever, had his circle of friends, cc ine(^ions and

dependants, who were determined to drink tea,

both as evidenceof their fervility to Adminiflra-

tion,


