
'V„y

t *7 ]

and which the fevcral Aflemblics could

not meet upon without renouncing thcif

union in Congrcrs j was the true realon

why the one could not be accepted, and

why the Iccond was inadmilliMe in

treaty ; not that the Americans were not

willing to treat, or had not many inte-

rclUng concerns to treat for, as will ap-

pear more fully in the following (late of

the circumftaiKCB and relations in which

they ftood towards the fovereign Powers

of the earth, amongfl whom they de-

clared themfelves to have taken their equal

ftation
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From the moment that they declared

that their allegiance to the Britifh Crown
was abfolved, and that their political con-

iie<5tion with the Britifh ftate was dif-

folved, they became aliens in Great Bri-

tain i a trading nation of aliens, without

any treaties of commerce, fuch as regu-

late the commercial intercourfe, under

the like benefits which nations having

treaties of commerce with Great Britain

enjoy.

If they trade with other nations, and
wiOi to trade at large, and not by an ex-

clufivc trade with any one only, they

muft make commercial treaties particular

with each nation, and fettle tnc whole
arrangement of tarifs peculiar to the

terms
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