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cifon in favour of the Count Pomfrefto refpeEi^

ing the collieries of Andalufia, t^

Thefe arguments made a fufficient impref-

i^on on the mind of Henrico. But Sancho

having particular rcafon to know how little

ireliance is to be had on the promifes of fear,

pr the attachments of infidelity, thought that

110 fecurity had been taken for the allegiance

of the Count, whilft there yet remained any
Airther bond, whereby to render the tie indiA

fbluble. The confiderations of fame and for-

tunehad been notably dilcuffed and dexteroufly

reconciled. And though views of ambi-

tion and intereft had gained ground on the

mind of Loftonzo, there was another power-

that held the dominion of his foul.

The Countefs his confbrt was a lady of fin-

gularfpiritand magnanimity—and though her

birth and fortune had been beneath medio-

crity, yet did fhe poflefs a ftately and afpir-

ing mind, which taught her to forget the

humility of her origin. She preferved that

ibvereign authority over the Count, which
gave fatisfa(Slion to every advocate for female
pre-eminence^—(he was his fuperior in capa-

city—(he was his iiiperior as his creditor.

—

For the Countefs had legal demands upon her

Lord, which though he was crowned with
wealth and honours, yet he was unable to

difcharge ; thus his fubjedlion was the fubjec-

tion of an infolvent debtor. The Countefs

therefore had been compelled to transfer her

thoughts of pofterity, and the reverfions of

her

-3k.
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