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ing the refpe^Uve Plantations : They had Power to make a common

ScaI ; to plead and be impleaded ; to call General Aflemblies ; to

make Laws, fo as they Were not repugnant to the Laws of England ;

to aflefs the Freemen ; to conflitutc all Civil Officers ; to array the

Inhabitants in warlike Pofture, and ufe the Martial Law, when Oc-

cafion rcquir'd. And it was provided further, That in cafe any

Doubts fhould arife, the Charters fhould have the moft favourable

Conftrudlion for the Benefit of the feveral Corporations.

Invited and encouraged by thefe Advantages, a confiderable

Number of Perfons diflenting from the Difcipline of the Eftablifh'd

Church, tho' agreeing with it in DoSirim, remov'd into thofe Re-

mote Regions, upon no other View than to enjoy the Liberty of

their Confciences without Hazard to themfelves, or Offence to

others. Thus the Colonies went on increafing and flourifhing, in

fpite of all DifKculties, till the Year 1684, when the City oi London

lofl its Charter, and moil of the other Corporations in England^

influenced by fear of Flattery, complimented King Charles with

a Surrender of theirs. In this general Ruin of Charters at Home, it

could not be expeiSled that thofe in America fhould efcape. It was

then that a ^0 If^arranto was ifla'd agalnft theGovernour and Com-
pany of the MaJfachufet-i-Bayy and foon after a Judgment was given

againft them in Wejlminjier HalL At the fame Time Sir Edmund

jfndrofs, then the King's Governour of New-England, did by Order

from Court repair to Hartford^ the Capital of Conne£licut, with arm'd

Attendants, and forcibly feiz'd their Charter for the King. Rhode-

Ijland, finding there was no Remedy to be had, made a Vertue of

NecefTity, and peaceably refign'd theirs. But as foon as the News
arriv'd of the happy Revolution in England, thefe two lafl mention'd

Governments re-aflum'd their Charters, and put themfelves under

the old Form of Adminiftration, in which they iiave continu'd ever

fince. The Government of the MaJJachufetts, cautious of offending

their Superiours at Home, and confidering there was a Judgment
againft them in the Court of Chancery, tho' mofl unfairly and illegally

obtain'd, did not think it advifeable to make this Step ; but fent

Agents to Court to fupplicate, in a humble Manner the Reftoration

of th»ir Charter. To what Mifmanagemcnt, or other Caufe it was

owing,


