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necessary labours of an inhabited country exercise upon its climate.

If, as the farmers of Ontario say, the clapping of the rooster's svings

prevents freezing within the barn, the smoke of villages, the making

of roads, erection of fences, and the application of the plough to the

prairie sod will necessarily modify the climate, as has been the case

in northern Minnesota, and produce other variations of temperature

which will make the ^Nlanitoban and Assiniboian autumn frosts less

injurious to the cultivation of wheat and other cereal products, and

the winters less preventive of active open-air work.

I sought for the opinions of the Crofters at Glenboro and Pelican

I^ake on this subject of the Manitoban winter, and in no instance was

it complained that the cold was injurious to health, or, except in brief

intervals, prohibitive of such outdoor work as has to be done round a

farmhouse in that season. I also canvassed the views of some of my
own countrymen at Calgary and other places upon this point, and

received a similar accoimt. Thirty degrees below zero all but freezes

one's imagination where, as in Ireland and Great Britain, the glass

at thirty above it sends those who can afford it off to sunnier climes,

and makes those who cannot sigh for the return of summer. The

cold in northern regions like Manitoba is, however, dry and ex-

hilarating in its effects, and produces none of the chills and kindred

consequences to health associated with a winter in a damp climate

like that of the United Kingdom. People affected with asthma, or

suffering from other chest diseases, fare well in the North-West.

That it is intensely cold in mid-winter in ]\Ianitoba goes without

saying. But, I am convinced, the climate of that province is no more

severe upon the human body than that of Nebraska, Wyoming, north

Minnesota, or north Dacota in the United States ; the only differ-

ence being that arising from the more populous and more developed

condition of these localities, as compared with ]Manitoba, Assiniboia

and Alberta. The climate of British Columbia, notwithstanding its

latitude, is as mild in winter as that of the United Kingdom, but far

more enjoyable in summer than ours.

Mr. John Morley's historic expression, ' Manacles and Manitoba,'

has not tended to popularise colonisation in the North-West. It has

helped rather to create the impression that the country is a British

Siberia, to which no one should go by choice, and to which Lord

Salisbury hoped to send the Irish peasantry— there to perish from

the rigours of an Arctic clime. I knew something about ' manajles

'

of old, and I learned a good deal, last fall, about Manitoba ; and bad

as the first part of the Salisburian remedy is, the second or geo-

graphical part, seriously considered, is not deserving of being coupled

even in metaphor with the major proposition of Tory policy of Ireland.

But what has done most harm to Manitoba and the adjacent

Territories, in my belief, is the class of settler whom the agents for

the Dominion Government in Europe have sought after most. The


