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AND FACTS.
I

taining thirty or forty veflcls. Thefe dangers, whether exa-^--

geratcd or imaginary, do not, it may be ohjeded, enougli

iiffright thofc who lit out fliips for the Whale Fifaery, to lelTen

the number fent, which annually incrcnies, as it did this very lall

/ear. But the obvious anfwer to this will be, that they are not

deflined to work through the ice to the Pole; and that they know
how to get back with the profitable return that allures them

to venture in.

The Northv^rn Sea bears various afpedls in different quarters

:

to the Weft of Sfyitfjcrgen, and South of Noiui ZcmbUi, it feems

full of ice J between Spitjhergen and No'va Zcmbla, it bears a

better appearance, having only fbme floating fhoals ; and in the

opLi. ^pace to the North and Eafh of both, it looks far more

pleafing, none being fon'-d there. Not the Icaft mention is made

of ice met with in that f;a, by the two Dutch lliips that pro-

ceeded fo far North in the year 1570. They found the Polar

Ocean calm, deep, and free. Their purfuit for a difcovery was

earne/1:, but defeated b/ the jealoufy and powerful influence of
the Eafl-India Company in Holland. An account of the matter is

publilhed among the Tranfadions of the Royal Society : and a

more ample flate of the cafe is found in the writings of the famous
Vojius, with the memorials on both fides. The narrative of thofc

Navigators is confirmed by the teflimony of the renowned Ad-
miral Heemjkerkcy and corroborated by the report of Captain
Barents, one of the ablefl failors of that time; he made feveral

voyages to the North, bent upon making difcoveries, and died
at Nova Zembla in 1597, having explored its Southern coaft

through the ice, gone about its Eaftern part, and convinced
himfelf, as he declared in his lafl moments, that a pafTage would
certainly be found when attempted from the moil Northern part
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