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utmost V ..rtions in tnickinff a spot where provisions could bo

found. Scrambling down tlic l)anks of a large river tliey

hurried onwards some six miles, when a newly-blazed tree was

discovered, indicating tlie ])roximity of a lumbering camp. Tlie

blazed maiks were followed furtiier on for aliout live miles, and

tlii-n, to the iniboimded joy of the party, a light seen through

the ciiinks of a log-hut on tin; opposite shore drew the men in

the dark on a fallen tree across tlie stream to tlie desired cam]),

wlir-e their wants were aj)peased and their exhausted strength

restored. Sergeant ("alder acted with coolness and kindness

throngliont, and maintained the ;-trictest disei])ilne and order.

lie afterwards recovered the iu^trnulents and stores left in tlas

woods, which bis men, from weakness and want, had been un-

able to carry.

In the second season the sergeant returned to the ("obiquid

Mountains, the scene of his former exertions. This range was

the vertebra; of the country, and the hinging point of an im-

portant tract in the route of the jn-oposed railway. Some

doul)ts were entertained as to the ])racticabilit) of acturately

.ascertaining the gradien's of this dangerous and unknown dis-

trict, and had they not been determined, the scheme must have

proved abortive; !mi' sergeant ('alder undertook the service,

and accomplished it by means of rods and the spirit-level, to

the entire satisfaction of his officers, verifying at the same time

the correctness of his former investigations in connexion with

the survey of the hills. After this, travelling I'OO miles to

CajH' Car...o, he surveyed a l)ranch line along a rugged co.a.-if

and through an intricate wilderness, to ttlthin a few miles itf

Pictou. In conducting this work one of hi- labourers was

seized with fever, (,'alder took especial care of the man's com-

forts, which, however, from the necc.<.-ity of crossing rivers and

lakes of great l)readtli on catamarans, or rafts of logs, were un-

avoidably nuu'h re.-tricted. j\s lie jiroceeded, the trials of the

sergeant and his men nuiltiplied, both from the fatigue of

travelling and the want of provisions. Wild berries were eaten

to supply the cravings of hunger ; but to assuage the more fas-

tidious necessities of the sick man, the bi-rries were taken by


