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Bonie ol' Ibc most vuliii'd iVifiul.-hips of my lilL'.io

thftl my ar((Uiiiutoiice with Aiucrifuiirf li;is k'(l mv to

torm 11 must npiireciulive estinvito of their social uiid

douicslic rthilion?!, of which I fiiii nut -^[n-ak in lorms

e^ftoomucli -ai^u. IJiu my cxinTiL'nef of thn polii.

ifftl iu:stitiu..u? of thill L'uuutiy only k'i.1 nu' to prize

our owu innrc highly, luxl inaile mu mort! than ever

uu Eiiglishmau ; and 1 rcjoict' at the opportunity now
iifforded me of raisin^,' my voice u;;ainst any movc-
racQt tending iu the diri'ctio:i of iucorpuratiuij this

t'ounlry with the liiited Stales,

I must iiuw make passiiijr iiUnsion to a petition

gotlL'Q up ill suhie mysterious way, looked upon hert-

at lir;jl Hi a mere juke ; so iu:?igniticant that it would
not ho worthy of notice but for tlie use made of it

elsewhere. It has been rcjircsented in other cpiarters

as expressing the views of a great i>ortiun of ihi-

community. It has been so repre.serjted in very hi^h
4uartors, and I therefore notice it ; and in doing so I

i'eel compelled lO .-itato that, so far as I conld learn, it

was signed by i very small number of people—forty-two

I believe in all—many of whom were aliens, and most
of whom were foreign-born subjects, and who appear
to have been generally actuate*! by prejudice, based
upon a lack of information respecting t.'anada and the
Canadiuns, and not by any regard for the permanent
benefit of the community. Hut as this petition has
been followed up by tlie publication of letters and by
a di^jcussion in the newspapers, which we cannot
blink, as to what iuib been termed the Annexation of
this Colony to the United Stales

; and as allusiuu Wiis

made to it, by an inuendo at all events, in this Coun-
cil yesterday, I feel bound to express my oiiinion of
what our [wsition would be under any such union as

has been hinted at.

If British Columbia wore placed in the same position

as Washington Territory, we should be ab.-olutel

without representation—for liiat Territory has one
representative in Congress it is true, but he has no
vote—and all our OtUcials woubl come from Wash-
ingtou. Annexation to the United States would also

entail on us largely increased taxation, anil wouitl
most materially anVct an interest which the Hon.
Member for Victoria told you would suiler most from
Confederation. Why, Sir, under the union suggested,
our farmers would by brought into direct competition
with the farmers of Washington Territory ami Oregon,
and then our agricultural interests would be indeed
annihilated. Again, if this country were American
Territory you would have the whole iullueucc of San
Francisco brought to bear ngaiust the mercantile
interests of Victoria

; no hope could we have of build-

ing up a port here to rival San Francisco; no, Sir,

you would never see a foreign vessel in these waters.
1 see no advantages iu the suggestion ; I have heard
none pointed out, unless it be the questionable ex-
pectation that American capital might buy up the
real estate in and around Victoria, and so give the
present holders the opportunity of realizing their

property into money and then leave the country to its

fate. Hut in this hope, Sir. I believe they would be
cgregiously disappointed, t will not pursue the sul>-

joct any further; Anne.talion is entirely out of liie

question, and I should not have dared to allude to it,

but for the introduction of the subject by another
llonour.vblo Meuiberyesterd vy. What do these foreign

petitioners propose to transfer? Themselves? Tl eir

own property? -No; not themselves, nor that wliich
belong to them, but the whole Colony, the soil ol

this vast domain which belongs to the Crown and th e

people of Kngland ; this I regard as treasonable. In

Kupporling Confederation I support the Hag I serve. I

say that loyally is no exploded idea, call it a sentiment
if you will ; life is nothing without sentitnent ; everyone
whose soul is not dead mu-it cling to love of (^'ounlry

and attachment to her tlag. as one of the most
(dierished sentiments of the heart, and I regard loyalty

as one of the most deep-rooted and highly prized
treasures of the human breast. ["Hear, hear," from
ftU sides.]

Bear with me. Sir, while ! tell now what I think
Confederation is not. I don't think it nece--
earily means Ucspoupibic Govern.jcnt, or, as an
Honourable Member at the other end of the House
h.ts put it, that it means getting rid of Government
Ufiici'.Is. If that Honourable Member's desire U to

be rid of the present inrumbente of oHice so that

others may t:ikp their plaee, 1 think it probable tliar

his wishes iu this respect may be gratllied through
Confederation: and in that invc I t-uiild only hope
that the ihango would be benrfirial to the Colony.
Uut I doubt much if this measure would receive sup-

.|«irt. from this Council nn Ihor^o grounds: and at nil

;vents the Honouralite Gentleman cannot expect much
lympathy on that score fruui this aide of the House.
Again, Cmitederatiou does not, to my mind, mean

Ilesponsjble iloverument, as some Honourable Mein-

l)ers hold. liritish Columbia will iwsuredly get

Uespon>ilile tioverumeut as soon as tlie proper time

arrives, a-" soon, that is to say, a-; tlie community is

iuiricieiilty advanced in population, and in other

respects, to render such a tbrm ot Government prac-

tically workable; sooner probably through Confed-
eration, than by any other means, and the sooner the

better 1 say. Uut I no net think it desirable to fetter

or cumber the proposed terms of union with anything
aboni Responsible Government, and specially for the

reason that we shoulil find it very dillicult to arrive at

any conclusion in favor of it. Great ditVerenco of
opinion exists upon the subject even around this

Council Hoard, and I am by no means sure that the

slrongo.>l opposition to Itespousible irovcrnment
woubl come trom the Government side (;f the House.
It is easier to change the coiistitntiou after Confed-
eration than betore. ["No, no."] Under the Orp^anic

.\ct, this Colony could get Uoponsible Government.
In fact it is the special prerogative under this Act, of
e;uh I'roviuce to regulate the coiislitntion of its own
Kxecutive Government and Legi.-latnre; and whence
this tlcsire to act so prematurely now in this respect?

Another Uontjurable Member has told yon that in his

opinion Confederation means the terms—means a
Uailway; but I take it, Sir, that tlie terms proposed
result trom Confederation, an<i that the railway is a
means to the end, for we cannot havi? real Confeder-
ati.iu without a Railway. Hut, Sir, I adv»)cato
Confederation on principle ; and I Jielieve

the terms to be the natural result of Confederation.
They (low from it as a natural consequence, as llio

etVecl proceeds from the cause. I believe that by
Confederation, we are to gam those advantages which
art set forth in the terms.

If it could be shown that by acceptance of these
terms we should in any way sacrifice our honour

—

lose any political status that we now enjoy, I would
not support (.'onfederation if it brought a dozen
Railroads. But I believe that each member of this

community will be raised by the change. We shall

have a distinct and very respectable rejire-

sentation in the House of Commons and Senate, Wo
shall have as representatives there, men whose voice
will Ipc heard, men whose duty it will be to speak for

I'. . Far from entertaining the views cxpresseil by the
two Honourable .Members for Victoria, I nm inclined

to think with the Honourable Memlier for New West-
minster, that this Colony will have its due weight and
intluence in the Dominion, that its rejiresentatives

will be heard and listened to iu the Cauatiian Parlia-
ment, and that this will be a favored jiortion of the
Confederation, when admit teil, on account of its

position as the outlet of Canada on the Pacific. I do
not, then, advocate Confederation specially on
accoutil of the terms. I find in its general merits
ampi'.' grounds for support, and I consider, as I have
said, th.it the terms follow as a matter of course.

Tlie Honourable Member for Victoria ha.i said
that we are bound to prove the benelits. It is

dillicult to prove any thing to some mind^. The
beuelits of Confederal iou are among those things
which being in tuiui ity we cannot prove.
I cannot prove tlrnt wliich has not h^ippeiied. We
can only re'y on huniiin judgment and expcrieucc,
and irgue that such and smb thing-i uill occur, ns
certiiin causes will produce crltin elTeets. I, and
odier Gtlicial Member-^ ot this Colony, have a cou-
.-iderabte interest i.i this Coutuil: I liave to a ceriiiin

extent ideiititied my-cif with it and it-i eorn-erns for

some years past, and s[ie;ikiiig as an iiiilividual Mem-
ber of this Council, if I did not belie\e that C[>nfed-

eration would pr ivi' ndvaiitageons to this Ct)loiiy, and
reilonml to the beuelit of our b)cal interests, I f^lionbl

not support it by my voice. I might as a (Jovern-
mei.t servant volo for it a-^ a (Joverniuent incisure,
but I ^llOuld not be standing here to speak for it and
to advocate it as heartily as 1 i\n. It is hardlv pos-
sible 1o show where the C<dunv will be benefitted by
Cont'ederation, without disrussing the terms, »vhicli

is not my present inlenlion to do. but 1 proiuise Hon-
ourable Members that if these Resi.liiiiuiis get into

Coiiimiltee. I will fully sutisly them of the loc.il ad-
v,intagen that must accrue to the Colony from niiioa

u iih Canada, on the terms proposed in these Reso-

I believe, Sir, that tUMuy of the objections which
have been rai-^eil to Confederati(»n have arisen from
prejudiced feelings. I have uo reason to be prejudiced


