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mixt'd. This will gc) on for a few days, or until the owls leave, and each morning
the nundier of di'ad birds Iving about will have increiised. After the owls havc'oih'

the <lestructiori ceases, only to begin again when the next lot (jf owls arrive. The
>iiiaU birds thus destroyed are of the givatest value to an agricultural connnunity
an<l their loss is nmch to be deplored ; but on the other hiind the owls destroy an
immense numbi'r of mice, so that the good they do [)robably lialances the evil, and
in such a case the best way is to let nature take its course .vithout our intervention.

The Burred Qui is so rare with us that its intlueiiee on agrieuliurc citlu'r

for good or ill. is ])ractically nothing. The few 1 have found in this Province

hiive always contained mice, but to tlu' .south of us. vviiere the poultry ai'e aliowe(l

to roost in trees, it is chai'ged with occasionally l\illini>- ludf-yrown ehiekeiis.

The noi.sy little Screech Owl, that may in soini' winters be found in half the

barns in the country, is well known to every one. and should be ])i-otected by
every farmer. It watches the granaiy, the barnyard and the garden, and is the

most indefatigable mou.ser we have. It seems not only to kill mice for its

immediate wants but also for the pleasure of hunting them. If the roosting place

of one of thest' l)irds is examined after the bird has u.sed it foi' a short time,

mimbers of dead mict' will lie found, most of them untouched after Ix'ini; killed

!ind deposited there : probably th(y lay u\) this store in order to pi-o\ ide against

nights o\' scarcity, but in nearly all cases it will be found that they are well ahead
ol' any danger of famine. Not only does this little owl rid the couiitiy of num-
berless mice but in towns and cities it does useful work in kee])ing the conunon
Hou.se Sparrow within propel' limits. During the winter particularly, it may
often be seen huntinu' about veiandahs, under eaves and amoni*' the Virijiniji

ci'eeper growing around dwi'Uing houses, for the spai'rows that roost theie, and it

will go regularly ovei' ihe .same beat night after night, until the acei'ssible spar-

rows are thiiiiied down, so that it tin<ls it more protitaltle to chiinge its hunting
<n;ound. Besides its oreat value as a destrover of mice and House Sparrows, tlu'

Screech ( )wl eats large numbers of large beetles, particularly the wood-boi-ers

and May beetles, both of which clas.ses of insects are capable of doing great injury

if .sutlere(l to become too numerous. ( Jr'asshoppers also form a considerable article

of this bird's diet. The good (pialities of this little owl cani'.ot be ovei'estimated.

Its food consists entirely of such creatures as are mo.st injurious to the crops, and
it has not a single evil habit. It .should, therefore, be carefully ])iotecte(l .-md

encouraged to tike up its abode in and about the farm buildings. 'I'his I believe

it would readily do if it was left unmolested. All it asks in return for its valu-

able services, is peace and cpiiet. and a dark conuM' to roost in during the (h\y.

The (Jreat Gray Owl, the Snowy Owl, the Hawk Owl, Richardson s Owl and
the Saw-whet < )wl are only irregular visitors, usually oceuring in the winter. The
two first name(l are large birds whose food consists cliielly of game liirds when
in their northern home : here they feed upon the small rodents.

The island and saiidl)ar to the south of Toronto is usually visited by a few
Snowy ( >wls every winter. Here the birds fi-ed upon the common house rats

which ari' altogether too abundant at this .spot. As evi-ry owl of any kind that

visits the place is at once shot the rats, having it all their own way. are increasing

r-ijiidly.

The H;iwk Owl hunts by day on the prairies of the Northwest, ;ind where it

occurs in sufficient nund)ers it must do much good by the destruction of meadow
mice. Its visits to us are so rare, however, that it need not be consideri'd here.

llichiudsons Owl and the Saw-whet Owl are two little owls that destroy

muny mice . nd noxious in.sects, but are too rare to need furtlu^r mention.


