
THE IMPORTANCE OF
ACT III. I prepared as usual to take the baby out

in its perambulator. I had also with me
a somewhat old, but capacious hand-bag
in which I had intended to place the

manuscript of a work of fiction that I had
written during my few unoccupied hours.

In a moment of mental abstraction, for

which I never can forgive myself, I de-

posited the manuscript in the basinette,

and placed the baby in the hand-bag.

JACK

[ IV/io has been listening attentively.'\ But
where did you deposit the hand-bag ?

MISS PRISM

Do not ask me, Mr. Worthing.

JACK

Miss PrisH', this is a matter of no small

importance to me. I insist on knowing
where you deposited the hand-bag that

contained that infant.

MISS PRISM

I left it in the cloak-room of one of the

larger railway stations in London.
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