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of England that the acquisition of the Trans- lionl Cinlese labour was a necessity to the
vaai would provide an outlet for the surplus jconstruction of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
labour of England at higli wages, as it wou]d way, to take the ground that they were mis-
bring, the invaluable mines of that country taken in their judgment.
under Britishi control. He was returned to 1Wliat i saly is tilat titat was the founda-
power on that proposition and made a settIe- fio 'of the importation iii large uumbers
mlent witli the Transvaal in the iaterest of of orientais and tliat the Commlissioners
the British people. Did hie send the surplus reported in favour of if. Two rears
labour of England to the Transvaal? The later the government of the late Sir
saille goverament negotiated, under an in- John Macdonald put on a head tax of
denture witli the people of China, for a $50. That was the year 1886. AIl flirougli
siipply of servile labour from China for the this period the people of British Co-
mines of the Transvaal. This does not secmn lumbia were pefitîoning and l)rotesting
f0 be pertinent to the subjeet. but this Is against Chinese immigration. Tihle wliole
the point I wisli to make. Whfit did the quiestion w-as supposedl to have beeai settled
English pteople thinik of that transaction? up to 1899, whien the maltter 'vas Itrouglit
What liappened the moment they discovered by the British Columbia members very
that they and their friends had f0, compete sfrongly to the attention of this goveril-
In Soutli Africa with this servile Chinese tment. This governmnt douhled the he-ad
labour? Tliey liad never experienced the fax f rom $50 10 $100, and the following
coietition of Chinese labour before and year if appointed a royal comumissioni witb
knew notlîing about if. But because British instructions f0 inquire and report lu order
interests were being affccted ecoaomically Ihaf this question mnighit be finally settlcd.
in 0one part of the empire, there arose lu Tliey mlade their report, 1 fhink. !i 102,
England the mighficsf political force of mod- and they reporfcd ln favour of a $500 he:id
ern times, whicli on that saine question rav -lj ovrîen re( 011f f ( istg
swept the Conservative goverumeat ouf of gestions of thaf commission. Tnie people of
pow-er, and the Liberal goverunent was British Columbia had neyer asked. through
elected on the promise fliaf it would change its representafives, for any Itirger restrie-
flie condition of affairs lu the Transvaial by lion. Thiere is not a pelition iii tiis 1tous'e,
giving that colony legisiative authority f0 o ci inade fo :ii1v feficral iovertiiiete. for
pass an ordinance doing away wIth Chinese :11 lage Ireîrictioi Ilii the imiposition
labour. This is a clear evidence of flic ît'a $500 hcaid ti\ on ('ltieiî.
feeling of the Britishi people on this sub- But flîcie is mi imptlortanÏt aîrgutmtent i
jeet wvhen tlîey are brouglit into contact titititeýctioti w itît fîte 'T:tltattcse imitigration.
w-itt If.

Wblaf is the history of this question lu The Japanese has becomie a factor l Brit-
isîtl ('olllluitîilwet tlic ltte when titisCanada? Just fwenty-five years ;igo fihe 1 tîîîsii t~ it is iiîaîuii-.N :ami tite date

member for the district whlch I have flic I of ifs report. Ili 1898 titere w-as no serionts
honour f0 represeuf la this HoLîse, Mr. Gor- Japanese question hn British Columbia. The
don, flie member for Vancouver Island, sub- Japanese rîeg:n f0 comle lu ai that period,
miffed f0, this House flic following resolu- :i1 lbefore lthis -oinimissioti got flirougli if
flou liad 10 cottsî(erthfli questiont of Japanese,

That ini the opinioii of thiq Bouse if is e.x- labour in tîtait provintce. Ili 1901, at the last
pediet fa etîact a law prohihitiag the in- census, there weie 4,300 Japaîtese lu British
eo-iig of Chiuese fo that portion of Canada ('olutahiti. But 1 flnd inthIis report soite-
tuamed British Columabia. tMing very iniportaut, of -wliclt this Ho1ise

Sir ohn acdoald equeted he wlh nd flic goverttitteit ouglif fo be reminded,
dra Jof Mlatcreoludo onuet flic .ih and Ihat is titat during flic sittings of fliatthata fta eoulno h promise commtission, flie J:îpanese consul lu Vant-thtlie would appoint a royal commission couver volinttuarilvlrocdfficcnm-

f0 investigat e the question. That commis- yittf)ts u litiluetiel fou ofmih-
sion was appointed in the following year. the ontliehsnilnci fvl fte
comnîissioners being fthc Hon, flic Secretary .regultîtioti of flie Japaitese iniflux infto Brif-
of State and flic Hon. Justice Grey of flic Su- ish Columiibia. Thle comntissiotîers reîorfcd
preme Court of British Columbia. Af thnt Iltalt :îs flec1iJapiiiesce authorities had volun-
tinue the Canadian Pacifie Rallway was t:trily coîîsentcd f0 regulate flic immigration
under consfruction and liundreds of oriental of their people info Catnada, if w'as impor-
immigrants had been brouglit into, Britishi tat thaf titis shottld be undcrstood as a
Columbia for flic purpose of working on that scttleiettt of flic questioti af any rate f or
railway. The commissioners reported f0 fltcetduat present lime. And 1 fhink 1 am riglit
House that If scemed to thcm fiat fIat work in st:ititig tliaf. oit fli strengfli of thaf re-
could flot bcecarried on wifhouf flic assist- port, and1 based ou flic regulation whîcli thc
ance of Chinese labour. Now, Sir, I ar n ot Japattiese consul bad volnntarily acccpfed,
preparcd f0 criticise flic condition fliat cx- the recoimctdatiotî was made f0 this gov-
Isted twcnfy-five ycars ago. I arn nct pre- erimett tt !l consideration of fis un-
pared, even for a poîltical reason, because a9 <erstatiding îluete ivas no nced for legisia-
Conservative governiuent was tIen in powertifou against Japanese Immigration; and Do
and Ifs mînisters stated fiat lu their opin- legisl:ýitiolt waýs p ýscI tîtat fimle or siîice

Mr. Il. SMITH.


