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Mr. EMMERSON. I was about to say

that il wvas very unfortunate that a resolu-
tien of this character couid flot lie discus-
sed from other than a petty partisan
standpoint. My lion. friend from Prince
(Mr. Lefurgey). wbo 15 one of th3e modern
Jeremiahis from the island, bas spoken ia
a compiaining way as usual, setting forth
the grievunces wbicb lie lias repeated y.ear
uifter year. li-e speaks very indefinite]y
with respect to th3e call which lias been
made upon th3e goverument for a number of
years. H1e seemingiy forgets the fact that
Prince Edward Island entered this confed-
eratien iu the eurly seventies, that it en-
tered il under the government of Sir John
Macdonald, that the conditions wbicb exist
to-day, existed then, and that from 1878,
when Sir John Macdouald resumned the
lieim of state lu Canada, down lu 1896, the
conditions of wbicbli e complains to-day ex-
isted. Hie points to t13e present Minister of
Marine and Fisheries ns a sinner with
respect 10 the management of the bouts.
lie points 10 the present Minister of
ltaiiw-ays andi CanaIs and le bis predeces-
sers since 1896 as guiity sinners. forgetting
perhaps that there were Minister's of Rail-
w nys and Ministers of Marine during th3e
perioci betw-een 187S and 1896. These con-
ditions existed then and they exist to-day.
It is a probiem flot easy of solution. As te
changing t13e namne of th3e governmnent rail-
w-ny systenm we must remember that whenm
the Intercolenial was established under a
clause of t13e British Northi America Act te
connect t13e city of Halifax witb th3e city of
Quebec, il *ws given its present designu-
tion whieh lias become s0 te speak historic,
and I wouid protest in the strongest pos-
sible w-ny against changing the namne and
caiiing il tire Interprovincial Railway. Il
must ise ie borne in mmnd that th3e Prince
Edward lslanid Railway is a nurrow% gauge.
and that as sucli it can neyer form part of
a greut raiilwuy systemn. Wbetber yen bave
" tunnel or wlhether you have a modern
ferry service suecb as we bave aI Cause, th3e
Prince Edward Island Rallway can neyer
be part of a great railway system while il
continues te lie narrew gauge, and if yen
bail a tunnel or a transfer car service t13e
very first thing yen would bave 10 do would
13e te wviden 1t3e gauge of that raiiway.
Now, tibere couid lie no improvement by
transferring t13e present steambout service
frein eue departiment te th3e other because
lIaI w-ould net lu itself lessea th3e rates.
Anyway, il 'would lie absurd t0 cuil lt a
ferry service liecause a ferry service snch
us yen bave aI Canso w-ouid mean thiat the
cars would lie taken on te tbe ferry ut the
mainland, transferred to th3e island, and
ien they would lie supposed te mni- over

t13e Prince Edward Island Railw-ay, but t13e
moment tbey touched the shores of th3e is-
land tbey are met by a narrow gauge sys-
tem.

My bon. friend frein Pictou (.%I. Macdon-
Mr. TAYLOR.

aId) lias referred to claims against the ln-
tercolonial Railway and he bas aslted that
there should lie a reorganization of the
claims department. In my opinion no re-
organization of that department wiIi in-
prove t13e conditions lu favour of claimants
against the railway. It must lie borne in
mind that claimants have aiways two
strings to their liow, and even if you give
tbemi the widest latitude to appeai to the
courts of th3e country, having failed to 013-
tain there wliat tbey thouglit was their
due, they Nvouid st111 turu 10 tbeir repre-
seutatives in parliament and political in-
tience wouid lie souglit. If there is a re-
organization of the ciainis departîment it
can only lie properIy conducted when t13e
Intercoloniai is piaced under a commission.
My own experience is that wbere dlaimis
have been presented against th3e railway,
after full inquiry by the dlainis depart-
ment and after it baad been determined by
the Departnment of Justice that there was
ne liiabiity, and ivheu the Auditor General
wonid not pay the ciaim even if th3e depart-
rment were wi]ling, notwithstanding ail that
a dlaim neyer dies. It rises phoenix-like
froin year t0 year and th3e gliost of its
former self appears sometimes increased, lu
amnaiu and sometimes intensifled in de-
tails s0 far as the grievance Is concerned.
flo-w tbis difficulty la connection with a
governiment raiiway couid lie remnoved I
caninot sc, unless it were that the railway
were put under a commission, In my opin-
ion until th3e Intewcolonial iS laced in sucli
a position that il is flot directIy managed.
by th3e Crown Ibere can lie no reorganiza-
tion of th3e daims departiment snch as bias
been suggested by mny bon. friend from
Pictou. Itlibas been stated that the sum-
mer service between Prince Edward Island
and the mainiand is under the control of
a private corporation which lias paid very
large dividends ; a corporation so strong
that when a few years ugo it was propos-
ed iii tbis parliamient 10 have a ferry sys-
1cmn by wlicl the cars conid lie transferrd,
and there couId bie a crossing two or tbree
timies a day during the greater part of the
year and during most of the winter monîlis,
that proposition was opposed by the gentle-
lmon from Prince Edward Island. And at
m-hese instance ? At the instance of this
very strong corporation which now and for
tihe lust 40 years lias controlled the naviga-
tion of t13e straits during th3e sumimer sea-
son. Tbiey are flot lu a position and do not
place theinseives iu a position 10 do the
winter business. W13at is the resuit ? The
government are obliged t0 take these steam-
ers, a part of t13e marine fleet, and pursu-
ant to the ternis of confederation utilize
113cm for providing winter crossing. To
Iplace them under the Department of Rail-
ways andi Canais wii not improve th3e situ-
ation. it wili not. iu any way alter th3e
conditions )'hich exist to-day and wimich
have existed for magny years. There is ne
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