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OTTAWA LETTER.
[Regutar correspondeuce CANADA LuMBEFRMAN.]

T HE water in the Ottawa is still very low, and vessels are
constantly getting aground on banks of saw-dust. More

islands (sawdust) appear [n the river than are laid down in the
geographies. Some difficulty is experienced in getting into
the Ridean canal locks.

The cnt at the Chaudiere milîs (bis season will faîl short of
that of 1894 by some flfty million feet. It must not be inferrrd
(bat the lumber business [n this city is declining. The shortage
is due to other canses whicb may flot occur again.

The municipal census shows the population of Ottawa (o be
49,674, and places it fourth in size among the cities of Canada.
Ottawa owes (bis largely to the lumber trade.

For the five montbs, May to September, both inclusive, the
number of rafts reportrd at Ottawa tbrough the Rideau canal
was as follosws, for the montbs named :-1895, t ; 1894, 0;
1893, 7. The Rideau dors flot apprar (o be innch of a route
for rafts.

The projrct of a canal to the Georgian Bay by way of the
Ottawa River is flot a new one, but it bas taken on new life
and is bring boomed for aIl it is wortb. Mr. Macleod Stewart
is the most active promoter. If carrîrd ont it will bave an im-
portant influence on the lumber (rade.

After six years of litigat ion Antoine Ratte, proprietor of a
boat livery in this city, bas recovermd danmages from the
Chandiere milI owners for dumping sawdust into the river.
The milîmen were made joint defendants and the damages
were divided as follows: J. R. Booth, $1,827.77 ; Perley &
Patter, $879. 14; Bronson & Weston, $879. 14. The costa in
the case are very large. Mr. Ratte entered a similar suit
twelve years ago, wbich went to the privy council, and now be
is in a position to enter anotber action for damage done since
the suit just decided was entered upon.

A statement baving been put forth (bat Mr. J. K Booth,
the great lumberman, who is building the Ottawa, Arnprior
and Parry Sound Railway, biad brougbt outsiders brr to work
for go cents a day, (bat gentleman bas referred doubters (o bis
pay rolîs, wbich show that $1.25 a day was the lowest paid
during the summer. Dnring the winter some men did get
fromt 9oc. to $i. o a day of 8 or 9 hours, doing work wbich,
was flot really required tiil the spring. To men in the woods
Mr. Booth pays $17 (o $24 per montb, according to the na-
ture of their employyment.

(2anadian firîns bave sent between 6ooo and 7000 men into tbe
woods this year, and United States firms operating in Canada
about 2000 more. Wages average as follows :Foremen $5o,
coOks $35, log cutters $22, teamsters $20, general bands $18,
road cutters $16, aIl wîth board. The prospects for a good
season are bright.

OTTAWA, Can., Nov. 22, 1895.

BRITISH COLUMBIA LETTER.

tRegutar corespundence CANADA LuMBERsîAN.l

T HIE Ev'ýrett mill men talk of shipping a cargo of shingles
and siding by way of Cape Horn next spring.

An effort is being made (o form a lumber association for the
entire Pacifie coast. The San Francisco men are working it np.

Reports fromn Melbourne, Australia, are (o the effect tbat
stocks of fir timber are exceedingly low, and that prices are
stiffening. Wben the reduced tariff goes into effect on ist
J annary we expect a great impetus (o our trade. The rednc-
(ion being on sîzes 12 X 12 and over, it will promote the ship.
ment of large sizes at the expense of the smaller, but is neyer-
thrless satisfactory to our millmen.

It is reported (bat the Ross-McLaren Lumber Co. are seri-
ously considering the erection of a large cargo milI near Cape
Caution ; aIse (bat a Tacoma firrm bave a party looking up a
site on the mainland, near the north end of Vancouver Island,
for a siîuilar venture.

Mr. Francis Rotcb, manager of the Seatco Manufacturing
Co., Bucoda, went (o Central America on the Transit, the first
steamer of the Puget Sound Central American line, to represent
bis miill and Tacoma merchants. Soon after bis arrivaI bie
cabîrd an order from San Jose de Guatemala for 300,000 fret
of fir lumber, So do new markets open up for Pacific cuast
timber.

A Norwegian ship, the Mathilda, Of 2269 tons register, re-
cently arrived at Vanconver, from Nagasaki, Japan, (o load
lumber and canned salmon for- Buenos Ayres. She will likely
be followed by otbers. This is a new departure in our west
coast (rade.

Shingles are an interesting topic here, but there is very little
(o report, (rade for (bis year being practically over. So far as
I know now, the amount of shingles producmd (bis year wilî be
about the saine as last ; and although flot at present in a posi-
tion to give the exact amount oftbe cnt, I think about (25,000,-

ooo is an outside figure. As to prices I tan speak with more
certainty, as 1 know that shingles bave not been netting the
manufacturers within t0 to 1.5 cents per thousand as much as
they did last year. The reason of this is that we have had to
compete with our neighbors in Washington. For example:
We would have had no trouble in getting $2. 50 per tooo, for
ur extra 6 to 2's delivered in Ontario, but Washington parties

issued price lists at $2. 35, and as a result we had to drop to,
$2.35 and $2.40. Possihly 25 per cent. of the cnt of British
Columbia bas been sold in tbe United States this year at prices
neyer below wbat Puget Sound manufacturers and dealers sold
at, and in a good many instances 5 to 10 cents per (000, more.

NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C., Nov. 18, 1895.

NEW BRUNSWICK LETTER.

(Regutar correspondence CANADA LUMBERMANI.

A BOUT 8o schooners took cargoes of lumber at Fredericton
for the United States (bis suimmer. Fnlly tbree times as

mnch was sent in October as during the saine montb last yrar.

Men are being hired for the woods at wages ranging from
$14 to $20 per month.

A number of men hired in this province for lumbering in
Maine have hemn urned back at the frontier on acconnt of the
Alien Labor law. This seems tu be a small business.

The cnt of logs on the upper St. John this winter will be
considrrably larger than that of last year. The cnt on the St.
John above the Grand Falls will total about eighty millions.
About twenty-five millions will be got ont on the Tobique,
which is larger than last year's cut. The cnt on tbe Aroos-
took will faîl short. The operators are Allan Ilammond, who
will get ont about tbrre million on Black Brook and Hiaîf Way
Brook for Cushing & Co.; Robt. Aiken, who will cnt about
two million for Miller & Woodman at the head of the Mada-
waska, and Cornelins Hagerman, wbo bas contracted to get
ont a million on the St. Croix for W. H. Murray.

Adams & Co., of New York, have honght ail the New
Brunswick property of the St. Lawrence Lumber Company-
the Bathurst milI and property from the English bondbolders,
and the stores, tng-boats and other plant from the liquidators.
The Burnsville nîjîl and property tbey bonght fromn tbe Mer-
chants' Bank of Halifax. Men have been sent into the woods
on both properties, and six to eight million logs will be cnt
ibis winter. Adams & Co. will construct the extension of tbe
('araquet Railway tu Lacadie, for whicb subsidies have been
granted.

ST. JOHN, N. B., NOV. 23, 1895.

MICHIGAN LETTER.
[Regular currespondence CANADA LuMBERNIAN.]NORWAV pîne and hemlock are very much depressed in

price at present. The former is selling at $8 to $8.5o,
the latter at $7 to $8. There is no money in tbem at sncb
prices.

Nearly as mncb lumber bas been shipped from Alpena this
season as from the Saginaw river, that is by water. This is
quite a change.

The Mosher failure is still a frnitful source of discussion in
the Saginaw Valley. The liabilities, according to the latest
statement, are not far fromn $i,ooo,ooo.

Four large steel pontoons, 30 feet long and 12 feet in rliame-
ter, have heen but at Bay City, to be used for raising the
steamer Cayuga from the bottom of Lake Michigan, wliere
she lies in 101 fret of wa(er.

The lumber sbipments by water for October were only 17,-
840,ooo feet, a very small showing for one of the closing
months of the year. Up to date the shipments are 54,000,000
feet less than 1894, and 200,0o0,oSo feet less than 1892.
There [s more lumber in proportion un the docks than usual.
As for shingles, only 8,1î65,ooo have been moved by water
tbis season. Over 200,000,000 are handîrd here artnualîy, an
increasing number being transported by rail. In 1893 the
Michigan Central and Flint & Pere Marquette mach carried
about 2340 car loads.

There bas been a considerable falling off in the business of
the Saginaw Valley, due partly to recent failures, partly to
other causes. There will be large stocka hmld over. Tbis will
bave an effect in curtailing the cnt of logs, both bere and in
Canadian woods. There bave been only about two-thirds the
usual quantity of logs brougbt across the lake (bis season, and
next year tbere will be less stil.

J. T. Hurst and the H-olland-Emmry Co. cnt 100,000,000
feet last year. This year they will flot cnt more than 20,000,-
ooo. Thmy have, bowevmr, 30,000,00S feet hung up, so (bat
(bey will have 50,000,000 feet for next season.

The Fair Haven Stave Cci, have done a good business (bis
season. Tbmy say fruit barrel staves are in large demand for

eastern markets, and that they will carry over nothing but a
few NO. 2 staves. Sucb a season was not expected and the
mills did flot stock up for it, su they are ail pretty weil cleaned

out. The outlook for next season is uncertain. Timber is be-

coming scarce and dear, and prices are too, low for staves and

heading to enable a profitable business to be done. Tbe
Carey Hoop Co., of Harbor Springs, which makes coilrd

hoops, report trade in that hranch fairly good.

The factory of the Improved Match Co., at Detroit, a
hranch of the Match Trust, was destroyed by fire Nov, 16tlh.
Tbree persons were burned to death. The factory was work-

ing day and night. The loss is about $45,ooo. The fire was
started by an employee strpping on a match, and it spread
swith alarming rapidity. There is a lesson here to be carf .'i

with matches.

Colonel A. T. Bliss, of this state, owns a tract Of 130,000,0'0'
feet of fine white oak timber in Arkansas, about eighty miles
from Hot Springs, and in view of the steady demand for quar'
ter-sawed oak, is considering the projeet of organizing a co1fl'
pany to erect a milling plant on the tract and manufacturilg
the timber.

The old passenger steamer Fountain City, which, in~ the
sixties, was tbe largest passenger steamer on Lake Michigan,~
bas bren changed into a steam barge for the lumber trade, wih
a carrying capacity Of 700,000 fret.

The Michigan Salt Co. bas advanced tbe price of saIt 5c.
bbl., wbich makes it 55 cents for fine.

Shaw & Tyman will run their saw mill at Sault Ste. Marie

aIl winter.

The demand for men for the woods in the eastern end of the
upper peninsula is greater than the snpply. Several fris
have agents at St. Ignace hiring men as they cross the straits>
but Nhen hired and their fare paid tbey have to be closely
watcbed to prevent other agents from stealing them awaYOl
stations along tbe line.

Pack, Woods & Co., of Oscoda, have been re.estiînat1ng
tbeir pine, and find they bave enough on the Au Sable waters

to keep their mill going 5 yeais. They also have consgiderabîe
on the Georgian Bay, and tbink tbey can saw it as advant9ge'
ously at tbe mouth of the Au Sable as anywbere.

The Northern Micbigan Hardwood Lumber Associationi
beld an important meeting at Traverse City recently to CO"'
sider the depressed state of the market. They propose to Cuf'
tail the output some 50 or 6lo per cent. They say tbey do n0t

desire to create a cerner in hardwood, but simply to prevellt it

being slaugbtered at rates whicb are unprofitahle. The matter
will be furtber considered ait bheir Decemher meeting.

The Henry Howard Estate, Port Huron, bas flot bren three
days without a special order on the head sawyer's slate this
sommer.

SAGINAW, Micb., NOV. 23, 1895.
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