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EDITORIAL NOTES.

1 lumber, nut geuerally con:ﬂidcred of
® i use, has been selling mox:e liberally of
B . Therc is 1o reason why n. .should not
\amand A more prominent position among
%\ hardwoods ot Canada, a‘}d as users b.e'
¥ ¢ more accustomed to this wood, it will
R, .hiless meet with a grcatel: demand and
B ving correspondinggly higher prices.

..‘

; The driving of hardwood logs is something
B .1 has heretotore been considered as im-
ncticable, but it is learned that last year
® e Maine lumbermen made the experiment
€ 1 driving hardwood logs with a loss of 10 per
RS (. This spring (00,000 fect of logs have been
Rinven, and the loss has been not more than
B om soft wood drives. This result was ac-
Reemplished by cutting the logs last summer
B 4 2llowing them to season, in which case
Ribey donot sink.  The demonstration of the
®.c¢ that hardwood logs can be driven is of
£ chmterest to the trade, and no doubt the
®oxperiment will be tricd by other lumbermen.

. A most successful meeting of the National
B1i2dwood Lumber Association of the United
Ftstes was held in Chicago last month. The
reports submitted showed that the work of the
Klospection Burcan had been most useful, while
¥ ¢ the same time proving the great difference in
8 the grading of the different mills under ordinary
B rumstances.  Within the last six months
Rocer 7,000,000 feet of hardwoods were inspect-
B by Assaciation inspectors. Some changes
B oere made at the meeting in the inspection

s, & . .
« @ wles. The percentage of cuttings in common
‘u; RN ok was reduced to two-thirds, and bright sap

B8 25 made no Jefect in the grade of first and
g socond plain sawed up to one-half the width of
B v board on one side.  The tumber surveyor,
¥\ M. M. Wall, of the Buffalo Hardwood
R Lumber Company, is anxious that the rules of

ia:u € ibis Association shouid he adopted by the
o bardwood men of Canada, and that when ship-
:3: B vz 10 the United States they should have the
e IR DT inspected by Association inspectors.
== g The movement to provide travelling libraries
T O foe lumber camps is making some progress.
,‘TE E The lumber firms which have been provided
" 38 wih librarics have either set apart a room in
== R b camp or bwit & small apartment in which
mf’ B the men may read and write.  The railway
::1; . ca:x.zp.mics have g'ivcn tangible expression of
kdz; j their sympathy  with the movement, and Mc-
o I Gill University, Montreal, has promised a use-
l;: d y i) (!onalion ol books. The demand for libra-
o I nes s stated by the Minister of Education to
&;\ & begreater than the supply, and it is hoped,
:.:‘  tbercfore, that the cause will receive the
* : heart')' support of the public in the direction of
- co;.tf:buuons of books and money. The em-
e faying lumbermen are co-operating in the

work in a commendable manner, and it remains
for the Government to make a grant for the
purpose proportionate with the extent of edu-
cation and benefit which is likely to result. So
far the movement has been confined to Ontario.
The necessity for such libraries exists alike in
every province of the Dominion.

In view of the depression which prevails in
the timber trade throughout the United King-
dom, it is surprising that the higher grades of
lumber have suffered. very little in price. It
seems that it is becoming more difficult each
year to secure timber which will make first
quality lumber of lurge dimensions. This ap-
plies to Canada as well as thenorth of Europe.
Some complaint has been made by British
timber journals as to the system of grading
now employed -by the Ottawa valley pine man-
ufacturers.  We doubt whether this dissatis-
faction is shared by British importers, as the
changes made have been very slight and
brought about by the changed conditions
governing the getting out of timber.  As tim-
ber becomes less plentiful, the grading of the
lumber will be altered, and a board which ten
years ago was classed as second quality may
nov Ye passed as first quality. It is somewhat
singular that the grades vary in relation to the
demand ; hence it is that so much is heard this
season from Great Britain regarding inferior
lumber. When the market is strong and
everybody is anxious to buy lumber, the
grades are not scrutinized to the same extent.

A PRESCOTT DOUBLE CUTTING MILL.

The lumber trade will be interested in learn-
ing of the success of the experiment of operat-
ing a double toothed saw on an old type of
band mill. As stated in this journal some
time ago, the Rat Portage Lumber Company
have changed one of their Prescott band mills
into a double cutter.  Concerning the results

accomplished Mr. Charles E. Hamilton, in
writing to ‘‘The Lumberman,” says: 1

must say we are surprised with the results,
which have been far above our expectations,
both as to quantity and quality of lumber. It
has turned out as we expected, a double suw
cannot be operated without an adjustable guide
both bottom and top, which the telescopic mill
has not got. The company intend operating
the mill at Norman on the telescopic.  They
have had some trouble, but expect to do better
after they get attachments for an adjustable
guide. At Rat Portage we are cutting from
63,000 to 75,000 feet of logs in ten hours, and
the double cutting mill is working well. 1
think mill owners would do well to have Mr.
J. F. McRac fit up their mills with his devices
for double saws."

The anoual report of the Lake St. John Railway,
shows that in 1900 1,037 cars of sawn lumber and 3,112
cars of pulp and paper were hauled by the road.

Four of the fargest lumber plants on the Saginaw
river arc about to be conse'idated.  They include those
of W.B.Mcrshon & Comj v, William Schuctte & Com-
pany, S. L. Eastman & Company, of Saginaw, and the
Eddy-Shcldone Company, of Bay City. The capital of
the new concern will be $1,000,000.  QOnly onc lumber
yard will be operated, located at Bay City, where there
iz dock room for 5,000,000 feet and storage capacity
for 30,000,000 foet.

CUSTOMS OF THE BRITISH TRADE,

Edit v CAvava Lusinpxstan:

There seems to be an impression existing in Canada

that England is behind the times, and while this is cor-
tunly trucas regards machmery, i is altogether wrony
if applied to business methods, I we were better
acquanited  with those busiess methods we  would
get more advantage from our superion michinery.
I speak of all kinds of wooden gouods, goods which
Camadae of all countries should be in a position to
praduce,  Our advantage in this line does not lay
any  more in o cheap timber than it does i our
wichiery and power.  Birch s o drug in the Eog-
lish mitcket to-day. It can be bought for $22.00 per
thousand, and the price quoted here is very little lower.
On the other hand, sciecely any machine turning is
done there, and when we consider the fact that nearly
two miihon poundswarth of suadl turnings are imported
yearly, we can have some adea of the extent of the
warket.

Manufacturers are willing and anxious to buy from
Canada, providing we will make what they want and
know what price we ean makethe goods for. One
manufacturer remacked that he found a man in Canada
who made what he wanted but did not know what price
to ask, but wanted to know what price wis going in
England.  **T quoted him a price,” said the manufuc.
turer, “*but he wanted to know if I conld not pay a tittle
more. 1 thought he did not know his business so [
dropped him.”

And just herelet me remark that there are many
prices going in England.  The commission agent pays
a soill price and often s not a safe man todeal with,
The wholesale man is better; but the consumer is the
one to reach when possble. He ts a very conservative
man generally, but when once you have him he willstay
by you as loag as you treat him right,

Anothier thang the Canadian exporter will have to im-
press on his mind.  Englishawn want just the pattern
they are using.  They doat want any other.  One man
uses one pattern; it may be his father used it before him,
but he will use no other.  Good goods bring a good
price wr that nutrket as well as any other, and when
your man finds that you make a good article he will
stay with you.

There are two principal wiays to do business: Finst,
by sending @ man to open up sumatrket; secondly, by eme.
ploving an ayent.  The fisst plan is & good one if you
are a large exporter, for it is very costly and you will
have to work a long time before you will be able to
secure @ market, and you will have to spend alot of
monecy. The Diamond Lubncatwyy Company and the
Anderson Funnture Company have taken this plan, and
judging by their trade there, they have made i success
ofit.  They put out travellers who scll their goods,

The sccond plan is a good one for small exporters,
and for anyonc if you can scecure the right agent. A
young and pushing man will be better thanan older and
more conservative concern.  From five to ten per cent.
is paid and & good man will give you many good things
which he may find in your line, but do not cogage any
arent until you are sure of him, for there are many who
are floating about lookny out for new men whom they

make i business of fleecing.
Yours truly,
W. E. D.
Toronte, June 28th, 1901.

EXCELSIOR MACHINES.

The Elimira Agricultural Works Company, of
Elmira, Ont., have placed on the market a
machine for the manufacture of excelsior packing.
The process of manufacture is as follows. The
timber is cut into bolts of 18 inches in length.
These jicces are then fastened into the frame of

e machine,  and e opersted on by a
set of knives which cut long itudinally at a
depth of aboul 1-32 inch and atl 1-32 ta 1-16

apart.  Following tlus operation comes a single
cdge pla ning knife, which takes a shaving off the
entire surface, the result being dozens of strips of
wood of clean straight cdges, but twirled into all
kinds of fantastical shapes. The material has
been found very valunable and useful for paching
furposcs, and is in increasing demand.




