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the subject. 1o was admitted counsol the fulluwing spring.

Ilamilton, as was mentioned of Burr, was benefited liy the
Act of tho Legislature cxcluding Tory Inwyers from practice.
o camo to Now Yurk, and was soun duing a large business.
An opportunity vceurred in his early career which ennbied
him to tako a stand among the leading members of tho bar,
and a case, too, peculinrly adapted to the training and bent of
lus intellect. Huw snany a young lawyger has pineld away

ears of his life without ever being abloe to have a caso of
importance onough tu attraci tho attention of his follow law-
yers or of the public, and wlose professional reputativn seems
to have been circumscribed by n cordon of circumstances by
him wholly uncontroliable! A physic'an needs no startling
curo to bring practico and famo; ho ern win his way, if beo
has ability and science, to & full gravti~e and eminenco by
rorsistcnt effort ; Lut a lawyer must have somothing to brin
iim markedly bofore the public, or he must have influentia
ard what, for want of a more appropriate word, may bo called
affirmative friends.

A law was passod by the Legielature providing that the
owners of stores and houses in Now York cuuld recuver rent
of the tenants who Lad vccupied the premises while the city
was in possession of the British, without regard to confiscation
or o payment of rent to the owner who had purchased under
the British rule.

Hamilton was employed for the defence in an action under
this statute. He took the ground, with boldness and courage,
that the law was nugatory, and that, by the treaty of peaco
and the law of nations, all claims that originated under tho
belligerent ocoupation of the city were thoreby cancelled. It
i3 much to be regrotted that his argumont has not been pre-
gerved ; it must have been exhaustive and cogent, for the
Cuurt, with marked reluctance, decided in favor of his position,
As analogous cases will arise after the present war is ended,
such an argnment, from one of the fathers of the Revolution
and the Constitution, would be mest valuable, Publio indig-
nation was aroused by the decision of the Court, aud a public
meeting was called on the subject; but it bad no effect, for
all the other causes, and they were numerous, were abandoned
after this decision. .

In 1786, Hamilt- n, after having served in tho Legislature,
was sent to the Second Continental Congress at Anapolis asa
delegate, and in the succeeding year was alsn elected by the
Legislature a delogate to tho Congress at Philadelphia, in
which the Constitution was first proposed. In the same year
appeared the first number of those celelebrated and able
papers, the Federalist. o their sound reasoning, perspicuous
style, and convincing argumont, must be attributed the sub-
aequent adoption of the Constitution by the Stete of New
York. At this present time, when there is an upheaviog of
the very zlements of popular liberty, when crude and undis-
ciplined minds are daily doling out their milk-and-water views
of the Constitution, and the Union is convulsed to its very
centre, Cougress could do no better thing than to republish
those papers, and strew them broadeast over the land. The
people, and political and partisan editors, could alike learn
the great philosophical and political truths from whose partu-
rition tho Federal Constitution was born.

Hamilton succeeded Robert Morris as the ¢Manager of
Finance,” under tho Colonial Congress, and was selected by
President Washington as his Secretary of the Treasury, on the
inauguration of the Guvernment. Of his financial policy itis
not necessary, nor will the space allowed for this article per-
mit me to write. At that time, and for years afterwards, his
plans met aliko the wauts and necessities of the Government,
and received tho fullest approbativn of the financial and
business community.

Guvernment, but all the private business of ihe country, till
Jackson, backed by the Democratic party, vetoed its recharter.

i His plan of an United States Baok was ! sonorous and musical.
adopted, and continucd to coatrol, not only the finances of the | his head was Inrge and well shaped.

Hamilton himself probably nover, with all his sagacity, ensw
that such an institution, in the bandx of ambitious and unseru-
pulous inon, would eventunlly actually rulo the country. 1lis
repurts and numervus papers ou the subject of financo might
well bo perused now by all students of politieal economy,
especinily as tho monetary affairs of tho Govornment aro fast
drifting to en unknown aoa,

Oa tho first aiv.-ion of political parties, Ilamiiton becamo
the real, though Johin Adams wes tho nominal, headof the Fedo-
ral party.  Before this, he and Burr had very often been nsso-
cinted ns counsel in the snme cases, but political differences
thon involved porsonal cstrangement ; but, more than that, the
Fedoral lawyors hald o private mooting and resolved not to bo
nssociated with Domocratic Jawyera.  This resolution was
rigidly carried out towards Col. Burr. This action of tho
Fedornl lawyers did more to advance Burr’s business than nnf
other cause, for, in nenrly every cnso of importance in which
Hamilton was employed, Burr woas retained on tho oppositc
side.

That the former was n remarkablo lawyer cotomporary his-
tory testifies; but, unfortunately, s fow facts are detailed of
his prufessivnal carecr, and many yea+s have elapsed nearly
sixty—since his demiso, that it is impossible to gather the
opinions of his fellow lawyors, as few, if any, now survive.
His reputation as an advocate and orator has survived, and
that he was unsurpassed in theso essentials of success, there
is little question. Il¢ was employed in many and important
cages, and though his strictly professional career was com-
paratively short, Lo was certainly ranked in the first class of
the Inwyers of his day.

Allowing that his intellectual powers were equal to Burr’s,
the fact that while Burr was studying, and was constantly in
full practice, HHamilton was in the Continental Congress or
the Cabinet, leads ust- the conclusion, almost inevitably, that
ho was not Burr’s equal as & lawyer. The physical and
mental organization of man is such that he cannot scatter * 's
powers over a mass of important subjects, and then surpass
or equal a man of equal mind who has given his sole attention
to one subject in that subject; and there is no evidence that
Hamilton was nn exception to the general rule. Iis military
and political fame, his known and appreciated talents, and
his powerful and extended social position would have made a
successful lawyer.

It is nnnecessary, and not pertinent, to open here the con-
troversy in relation to the fatal due! between Burr and
Hamilton. Personal und political animosity was strong
between them, both were men of a high sense of honor, an
of unquestioned personal courage. Duelling was then the
recognized mode by which gentlemen, and especially ofticers,
settled their difficulties. gﬁ!urr believed that Iamilun’s
remarks were an insult, and he chalenged him. Hamilton was,
in Principle opposed to duelling, but had not the moral courage
to face the opinion of the public, and he accepted the challenge,
and the duel was fuught on the Baoks of the Hudsun, at Wee-
hawken ; IJamilton fell at the first fire, mortally wounded,
dying shorty afterwards, cu the 12th of July, 1804. e fell,
not only a victim to a barharous custom, Lut a ialse and crael
public upiniun, in the prime of his manhood, and in the midst
of his usefulners.

In personal appearance he was not unlike bi- great rival.
Ho was under the medium size; his figure vas slight, but
cvmpact aod nervous. He was well propurtivoed, his com-
plexion was clear and his cheeks rosy. 1le bore constantly a
cheerful and pleasant countenance, and though affable to all,
he wus dignified. Ilis motions and muvements were graceful,
and his maunors frank aud cordial. His vuice was clear,
is forehead was well developed, and
s, tov, was one of
thuse furms and faces which scem t shaduw tho character of
the man, and to impress on all a clain to superiority.



