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IV ~greater facilities for remedying it. It says mach indeed, for
the moral character of our people, and their respect for the
institution of inarriage, that there is flot, and neyer hias heen,

ýý.jV ;esucli a demarid for the relief whieh a divorce court 'would give ma
to compel public attention, and demand legislative action, Till
such. a demand does arise it niay be the part of wisdozn to, sub.
mit to evils of which we know the existence, rather than hasten

~~ to apply reinedies wvhieh we know ivill flot effeet a perfect cure.
This iiuay seem a very lame and impotent conclusion, but let

qJ us in our del'ence recapitulate the conditions before us, and the
diffliulties by which the subject is surrounded: 1 hevr

~~ 4trong view of the indissoluble nature of the marriage die hield
by ail our Roman Catlxolic fellow subjects, and by inany Ang1i~

1 cans and other Protestants, a vie. i entirely opposed to any relaxa-
tion of the existing law. (2) The respect for the religions chiar-
acter of the inarriage cereîîîony held by people generally, and
their aversion to anything that would lessen the respect in which
it is held. (3) The injustice of a system whichi gives to the rich
what it refuses to the poor, for that is the practical result of the
present condition of things. (4) The adrnitted danger to thc

il inorals of the coinmunity, to the purity of domestic life, to the
* .. happiness of thie home and welfare of the children; certain to

followv froii giving undue facîlities for divorce. (5) The ohject
lesson in tlie results, whicli can only be described ls revoltilig.

of the system now prcvailing in the -ountry to the south of us.
With all these considerations before us should flot our miaxlit

ýA! be, Quieta non movere.

IË4

Whilst the proud boast of B3ritish justice is that it lias the
saie law for the poor as for the rich, there are somne cases where
the boast beconies a farce. This ivas well put by Mr. Justice
Mlauie when passing sentence on a prisoner convicted of bigamly.

.fr~ When asked why judginent should flot bc passed upon him lic
~ l~ excused hiniseif by saying that his wife had mun away w'ith a

hawker five years before, and he liad nieyer heard froin lier sitice,
~ ~and that hie had only recently miarried his so-called second wife.


