
ACCIDENT INsuRÂANc--F05 ANiý EIS' "BIOGSIAI'IIA JURIDIÇA."

whieh takes place without any intelligent or ap-
parent cause, without design, and out of course.*
'l Some violence, casualty, or vis, major is ne-
cessarily involved " in the terrm accident, t It
mneans, in sh-ort, in the insurance policies, an
injury -which bappens, by reason of sonie
violence. casualty, or vis major to the assured,
without his design or consent or voluntary ce-
operation. "Violent and accidenitai" are
equivalent in meaning to "accidenitai vie-

lee,4and every injusy cansed by accident,
save those specially excepted by the policy, is
covered by it.§ A ful1 discussion of what an
accident is, will ho found in ,2chucicZr v. Pro v.
.Li.fe. Ins. Co., 24 Wis. 28.

SELECTIONS.

FOSS AND HLS " BIOGRJA PHIA
JURIDICA."

(CoîtiaupccI from, P. 256. )

Sir Johin Maynarcl, of whom much has
bean said, for and against, usai to cal the
law ' ais bablativa,' and-

" Delighted so ranch in his profession
that he alwnys carriecl one of the Year
B3ooks in bis coach for his diversion, say-
ing that it was ns good to hlm as a corna-
dy. lis passion for law ruled hlmi to
such a degree that hae left a wilI purposa-
ly worded so as to cause litigation, in or-
der that sundry questions, which had
been 'moot points' iu bis lifetime, inigbt
be settled for th-, benafit of posterity.
Judga Jeffreys is said to have nvailed
himself of the serjeant's legnliiowledga;
but one dlay, whenl Maynard was a-rguing
agaùsist judicial dicturn, the coarsa judge
told hlmi that 'lia had grown s0 old as to
forget bis law.' ''Tis true, Sir George,'
hie retorted, ' I have forgottan more law
than ever you knev.'"

Lord Thurlow used to say that Lord
Mansfield was-

'A surprising mnan; nilety-nina times
out of a hundred hae was right in his
opinions and decisions ; and when once
ini a hundrad timas hie was wrong, ninety-
mine men out of a hundred wonld nlot
discover it. H1e was a wonderful man.'

* .3allOrs v. 2'reollers' leS. Co., 47. N. Y. 52.
t Cockburn, C. J. in sinclair v. Maritime Passe e-

gjeco Mss. Co., 3 El. & E. 478.
1 RÛiPly v. Railwas, Peeenee A8,9u-ence Co., ot

1Pre. Life lIn& & ln2c, Co. v. M«rtin, ut s8sJn-cs

The law's deinys wera niuch more gene-
rai in former tirnes than at the prasent
day, and littie effort was made to fetch
up arrears. iDnring the Chancellorship
of Lord lEldon the business of the Court
of Chancery progressed but slowly, not-
withstanding that on the one band the
proverbial dilatorinass, besitation, and
dubitation, displayed by his lordship ln
decisions was more than counterbalaniced
by the expadltiousness of his colleagàe,
Vica-Chancellor Sir John Leach, who was
notorious for the swiftuess with -whici hae
disposed of the business wbich came ba-
fore blm. A lino might wall bave been
drawn betweeu the two extremas. The
rapid disposai of cases by the latter, ow-
ing to b-is axtraordinary confidence in
hirasaif, led to much inconvenience, auJ
unnacassary and harassing litigation.

'la relîad so littie uponi authorities,
aud listened so indifferently to any argu-
ments that confiicted with bis own opin-
ion, sometirnes not aven condescending to
give auy reasons for his judgments, that
his dacisions were frequently appealcd
against, and not unfraqiuontly overturned.
In compariug bis surumary ,judgments
wit'h Lord Eldorï's proverbial deinys, the
cbancellor's court was designatcd the
court of Oyer sans terminer, and Sir
John's that of Terminer sans oyer.'

On the other baud Lord Eldon justified
hîruself in his deinys by bis over-anxiety
to do strict j ustice to the litigants, and
acted on the principle that extrema care
was necessary to conte to a right decision,
irtasmucli as it prevcnitad not onily the
annoyance and axpense of appeal, but also
future litigation ini the sarna class of suE-
jects. is judgments, ara certainly not
only treated with the grcatast respect, but,
regarded as of the bigbest authority,
while those of bis colleagues were often
reverseci on appeal or overruled. The-
following epigrani wittîly gives the con-
trast:

" In Equity's high court thoera are
Two sad extrern as, 'tis clear:

Excessive slownoss strikes ns thora,
Excessive qluickness hors.

-Their source, 'twixt good and evil, brings.
A difficulty nice;

The first froma Eldon's cictctc spriagse
The latter from lus Vice,"

A contemporary of Lord Eldon's, Sir
Thomas Harris, Master of the iRolls, wae
aaiother tediousjudge. Although possess-
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