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DIARY FOR MAY,

1, Sab... St. Philip & St. Jomes. Gram. & Com. Sch.
2. BUN. Rogation. [Fund app. Co. Tr. to make up books
and enter arrears. Articles &c., to be left with
Sec. Law S.
6. Thur. dscension.
9, SUN. Ist Sundey after dscension.
12. Wed. Last day for service for County Court.
CH4. Fri.., Exam. of Law Students for call to the Bar.
15. Sat... Exam. of Art. Clerks for cerificates of fitness.
16. SUN. Whit Sunday.
17. Mon. Easter Term begins.
19, Wed. Interm. Exam, of Law Stud, & Art. Clerks.
22. ¥ri... Paper Day, Q.B; New Trial Day, C.D.
22, Sab.. Paper Day, C.P.; N, T. Day, Q.B. Declare for
County Court.
23. SUN. Trinity Sunday.
24, 8UN. Queen’s Birthday. P. Day, Q.B.; N.T.Day. C.P.
25. Tue.. Paper Day, C.P.; New Trial Day, Q.B.
26. Wed. Paper Day, Q.B., New Trial Day, C.P.
27. Thur. Paper Day, C.P.
28. Fri,.. New Trial Day, Q.B.
30. SUN. Ist Sun. af. Trin. [Last d. not. of trial Co. Ct.
31, Mon. P. Day, Q.B.; N.T. Day, C. P. Last d. for Ct.
of Revision finally to revise Assm. Roll.
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We are very glad to Jearn that Judge John
Wilson, is gradually recovering from his alarm-
ing illness. He is out of immediate danger,
and hopes are entertained of his ultimate
Tecovery.

LAW REFORM ACT.

Of the many cases that have been tried at
the Spring Assizes throughout the country,
many very important ones have been tried
without the intervention of jurymen, and, so
far we have heard no complaints have been
made of the findings of the judges on questions
of fact; and there seems to be no reason why
they should not be (at least in those classes of
cases which are ever likely under the present
law to be left to judges as sole arbiters, ) as satis-
factorily determined by one of the judges of a
Superior Court of common law, as questions of
fact in a suit have hitherto been by an Equity
judge. There may be some minor difficulties
in Term, in ascertaining and deciding the exact
position of cases tried under the new practice,
but anything of this kind will soon be put
right. Wenotice, however, an inconvenience,
which, though only felt probably in a slight
degree at an Assize with a small docket, be-
comes serious where, as in Toronto and ocea-
sionally elsewhere, several weeks are occu-

pied in the disposal of the business, and the
inconvenience is this, that jurors are needlessly
kept in Court, and away from their homes or
business, whilst cases in which their services
are not required are being tried, A simple
remedy would be to provide that all jury cases
should be tried first. A separate list might
be made for them, to come on next in order
after the disposal of assessments and unde-
fended issues.

Much greater evils were found during the Iast
assizes as the result of this Act—Afirstly, the
length of time prisoners are kept lying in gaol
awaiting trial, very often for offences of the
most trifling nature; and secondly, the great
waste of time to all parties attendingthe Assi-
zes, by the trial of all sorts of paltry offences,
which could be as well at the sessions, or per-
haps by a magistrate. It is all very well that
individual convenience shounld give way to the
public advantage, but the advantages to the
public must be of a very tangible nature before
some of the leading features of British jus-
tice—that every person accused of crime shall
have a speedy trial, and shall be held to be
innocent until found guilty—are overlooked.
At one assize, at least, the presiding Judge
remarked upon the hardship of keeping pri-
soners charged with some paltry offence in
gaol for months without trial,—accused as one
was for stealing a rail off a fence ; another for
stealing a hammer, &c. In one of these cases
the learned Judge sentenced the prisoner after
conviction, to one hour in gaol. Here the
punishment came first, and the conviction
afterwards ;—rather hard it would have been
if the accused were innocent after all.

Another practical result of the Act is, that
County Court cases are tried by Superior
Court Judges; and the cases which there is
no time for the Judge of Assise to try, are
either left for a County Court Judge to finish,
or have to lie over for six months. Every day
brings up some new difficulty, the result of
this hasty attempt to reform what had much
better have been left alone than badly done.
The remedy is worse than was the disease.

Some one will doubtless try his hand at an
amendment of the Law Reform Act next ses-
sion, and he might take a note of these sug-
gestions, amongst others, by the way. Per-
haps, however, the most effectnal remedy that
could be devised for the many defects, known
and unknown in this Aect, would be fo re.



