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Feor those who love them, books have a language that is quite
independent of the printer’s art. It is this unprinted language that
makes our own books so dear, so much pleasanter to read than
another’s.,

Our own books. We are st liberty-to mark them if we choase,
and we love to turn the leaves of favorite volumes, that hear recerd
of the past. How many of them contain marked passages, ex-
pressing just the thoughta of our own souls, which onr words could
not utter. How many of them bear traces of dear hands, that
death has since clasped in his! Would you take its weight, in gold,
for that little worn Bible,—a mother’s gift, perhaps,—which bears
on its tive stained pages so wuch of your heart-history ? No; it
holds two gospels, one of them is God’s gospel to your own heart ;
you can find it in no Bible but your own.

You own, perhaps, *‘ Aurora Leigh.” The gokl is taxrnished, and
the leaves turn mnoiselessly, because they have tnrned so often.
Your eyes always rest.ou it fondly ; youlove to hold it in your hand.
Why ? Because it is one of the greatest poems in the language §
No, not for that, nor because it seems like a legacy from that sweet
wowan, as good as she was great, who will write no more. Any
other ** Aurora Leigh” would be all that to you ; your ownis meore.
You love to turn the sileut leaves slowly, and read where the marks
tell you of some dear one, *‘ who, being dead, thus speaketh ;” or
of sometimes in your past experience, when your own words being
tao meagre for your soul, your pencil made thege your own. There
i3 wany u living face you would rather miss than thet volame.

Many a one has such pet books, and we love to sge them, though
they have no special significance to us; we love to find that books
are to some other hearts what they are to ours.

It is pleasant, in reading any iuteresting book, to be told, by an
occasioual pencilling, that others have been over the same ground
Lefore us, and have found the same beauties that charm our eyes ;
it gives the book a savor of humanity, and makes it a social thing.
Johu Smith, his mark, in a book, makes it more truly John Smith’s;
own than did the money he paid for it at the bookgeller’s, and we
can often learn more of a man’s character from a book thus marked,
than from whole days of conversation with him.

Bacon says, ‘‘ Some books are to be tasted, others to be swal-
lowed, and some few to be chewed and digested ; that is, some books;
are to be read only in parts, others to be read, but not curiously, ;
and some few to he read wholly, and with diligauce and attention.”|
Aund he advises that we ‘“read not to contradict and refute, nor to
believe and take for granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to’
weigh and consider.” He might have added, that when we have
weighed and considered, and found it good, we should read again,
to love and admire, for we never get all the good we ¢an from books
till we make them our friends.—E. H., in Massachusetts Teacher.

8. TEACHERS’ LIBRARIES.

Among other valuable helps to teachers, none is more important
or necessary than a teagher’s library. We appeal to every teacher
to fit themselves for the duties of their profession by carefully read-
ing the best works prepared for the use of teachers, by men of ex-
perience in the business. Teachers cannot suppese that all the
wisdem nesded is already in their possession ; that all the valuable
notiuns upon subjects of teaching have been already suggested to
them. Many thinking minds have given to the public, within a few
years, the record of their own experience, and the results of their
maturest deliberations., Have you read many of these works!? How
many of you have read even one good anthar upon the theory and
practice of teaching? I cannot urge upon you a more impertant
method of helping yourselves than this. Read what others have
written, and inwardly digest the same ; comparing what others say
with your own notions and experience, and holding fast as your
own, for future use, whatever commends itself to your own ap-
proval. The teacher should have his library as muca as the lawyer,
physician, or clergyman. If he means to be a professional teacher,
~—a teacher known for his exeellence, his skill, his familiarity with
all Lranches of his Lusiuess, he must read. And to this end he
must bave books. He may own these books himself, or induce the
trustees to purchase some for the section ; or he may unite with
other teachers and purchase a library in common. = But by all
means he should have a teacher’s library.

9. THE ROYAL LIBRARY AT WINDSOR CASTLE.

“Alii gvdem equos amant, alii aves, alii feras; mihi vero & puerulo mirandum |
acquireidi et passidendi libros insedit desiderium.”—JuLiaxus IMPERATOR.

of light reading, or who are chiefly intevested in curious and qut-of-
the-way works, as well as to the studeut of the more serious
branches of learniug and literature, the ¢ Royal Library * at Windsor
Custle offers not a few points of iuterest. The nature, objects, and
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.mexits of this e¢stablishment (though, as a matter of course, of a
wtrictly private character) deserve ull the mare to be noticed, as it
bas, up to the present, been but very little kmown—one might
almost feel inclined to say ignored—by mast people, excepting thaeo
at and about the Court.

<The origin of the presant ‘‘ Royal Library” at Windscr can ho
said to.date only from the accession of King William IV. ; for it
was that monarch who, shortly after he had suceeeded to the throue,
:grdered its formation. Since the *‘trausfer-—as it is commonly
called—of the *“King’s Library,” in 1823, by George V. to the
British Museum, the absence of a library had made itzelf gradually
felt at Court. -1f it were yet required to demonstrate the long aud
weoll-established truth, that it is much more difficult to acquire than
o dispoge of anything, the facts in question would fwmish u very
appropriate exawmple. They show, at least, in a curiously suggestivo
mauner, what an essy task it is, on the one hand, to dispoese, in ono
moment, of the liturary treasures collected during many years with
mach care, and at great qost, hy order of one’s ancestors ; and, en
the other, how wuch labour and time it requives to replace such
intellectual ptares for the -future benefis of one’s children after
they have once bheen parted with. George IV. effected the said
‘“‘transfar ¥ to the nation of more than sixty-five thousond choice
volumes, farming the ‘¢ King’s Library,” by marely writing a short
mate ; whereas it has almost taken the time allotted by nature to
one entire generation to collest the forty thousand volumes, which
row supply at Windsor the place of the older collection as ir is now
to be sgen at the British Museum—where, until recently, it has
been. generally looked upon as a monument of royal muniticence.

Some choice works, however, berides the art .collection, which
had formed part of the ‘“King’s Library,” escaped the dangers of
this contamplated ‘‘ expatriation,” and the vicissitudes of the ahave-
mentioned ‘‘transfer,” as they were retained for King George 1V.
Among those works is the famous Meutz Paalter of 1457, of which
there ave anly two ether copies in exjstence ; but of these the one
belongiug to the Imperial Library at Vienna, though imnore perfect
in some respects, is inferior to others. The Berlin copy is inferior
to both the others. This rare and invaluable work had, during
many years, formed an integral part of the University Library at
Gottingen, and was, in a strange fit of equally excessive and injudi-
cious loyalty, presanted to King George I1Il. upon the occasion of
his goronation, by :a deputation of professors chosen from amang
the Senate of the above university, It has, rince then, become
rather a matter of doubt, whether those gentlemen had any right to
exercise their individual liberality at the cxpense of a foundation
over which the corporation, by whom they had merely been dele-
ted for congratulatory purposes, had, as such, no direct cuntrol
History, at all events, is not able to record the existence of any
document sanctioning this gift, nor what advantage, besides the
barren satisfaction of a gracious acceptance of this loyal present,
acerued to the University of Gottingen, to console it for the other-
wise irraparable loss of this much-cherished volume from amongst
the rarities and treasures of its ancient and famous library. Besides
this Paalter, there are, among the retained works, some of the
earliest printed books with a date—such as the vellumn Caxton, the
rare Aldine Virgil of 1505, the Doctrynal of Fapyence, and the
much-prized copy af Shakespeare, of 1632, which was giveu Ly
Charles 1. to Sir Thomas Herbert immediately before his execution,
and bears that unfortunate monarch’s signature upou the title page.
And last, but not least, the finest extant manuscript copy of the
Shah Jeban Namah, written in beantiful Persian character, with
numerous and costly illuminations and pictures, of an equally raie
and curious character, and very perfect after their fashion.

The first step towards the formation of a new *“Ruyal Library,”
to replace what had been the ‘ King’s Library,” comsisted in tho
appointment of Mr. Glover to the offiee, puiposely created, of
** Librarian to the King.” This gentleman had, Lefore the

¢ tranafer” of the above collgction, occupicd the post of sub lilna-

rian, and was thercupon iwade keeper of the royal collectivns of
prints and drawings. The retained works above enumerated were

‘also committed to his care ; and, when he assnmed his new cflice,

it wns determined that the contemplated formation, or 1ather cow-
_pilation, of a new collection of .bcoks, to be worthy of the nawe of
¢ Royal Library,” should forthwith be commenced. It was in the
year 1833.that the Private Library of King George 11L., as well us

|'whed. wan termed his ¢ Nobleman's Library,” at Windsor Castle,
|ud bis ¢* Gentlemen’s Library” at another palace, the Private
{ Libraries of Queen Charlotte from Kew, and the Prince Regent’s

Library from Carltou House, were brought together for this purpeso

¢ {at Cumberland Lodge, iu Windsor Great Park, in which place tho
To those lovers of books who care merely for the easy pleasures| b

books, maps, and papers of William Duke of Cumtkerland were
already kept.

These digjeata membra of miscellaneons literature, piled togetker
into one large heap, formed the incongruous mass out of which,
under the auspices of Mr. Glover, was to be resuscitated tic Lody




