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far as regards the control over the lands belonging 
to the Crown in New Brunswick. Under these 
circumstances I can only desire you to convey to 
the Assembly, His Majesty's regrets that the 
objects of their address cannot be complied with ; 
and adverting to the wide difference between the 
views entertained by the Government and those 
manifested by the Assembly on this subject, it 
seems to me that no advantage could be anticipated 
from making any further proposals at present 
respecting the cession of the territorial revenue.”

This despatch, which brought a sudden close to 
the negotiations with regard to the casual and 
territorial revenues of the Province, did not emanate 
from the Government with which the House of 
Assembly had been previously negotiating, but from 
a new administration which had just been formed 
under the premiership of Sir Robert Peel, and 
which lasted just one hundred and thirteen days. 
The creation of this administration was due to the 
action of King William IV., in dismissing his 
advisers on the death of Earl Grey. The King had 
grown to detest his Cabinet for their reforming 
spirit, but fortunately for Great Britain and for 
New Brunswick, the King’s designs were thwarted 
by the failure of Sir Robert Peel, to form an adminis­
tration capable of facing the House of Commons. 
As a consequence, Viscount Melbourne became 
premier, and a renewal of the negotiations with the 
Government in regard to the casual and territorial 
revenues was rendered possible. During the same 
session that this despatch was received, another 
address was prepared by the House of Assembly,


