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CEDE CANADA TO GERMANY?

We fight in Flanders because, if Britain loses, Canada may be ceded
to Germany. Again the question of nationality lifts its head. Since when
was it the practice of countries which put hundreds of thousands of men
in the field to be disposed of in this fashion? The Congress of Vienna,
after the Napoleonic wars, did not do what it is suggested Canada should
stand for if the Flanders issue should be unfavourable. We certainly owe
it to ourselves to fight against becoming the slaves of Germany. Some say
the whole of that fight must be made in Flanders. Not so. The true
vitality of that warfare must be in Canada—as to which the Government
is foolish and afraid, and is absolutely dumb towards the people whose
servant it is—and the people answer dumbness in kind.

Before the war, England decided how far she would be prepared to
g0 in a continental conflict—her expeditionary force was to be 160,000
men, The program was changed by the war, but the governing factor
of interest did not change. The proof? Last year, when Lloyd George
was Chancellor of the Exchequer, he showed how England’s contributions
to the cause might be, not chiefly men, but finances, freedom of the seas.
Lately Winston Churchill in Parliament took the Government figures as
to enlistment and found 1,700,000 men not accounted for at the front,
Where were they? Mr. Asquith admitted that a great reserve was being
held against a possible invasion of the British Isles. If Canada were
to imitate that policy we would keep here most of our troops to withstand
a possible German attack.

IN THE SPIRIT OF A VASSAL

But the Government has done nothing adequately to co-ordinate our
resources for the work we have undertaken. It has acted in the spirit
of a vassal, and not after the manner of a nation. It has put us in a
contemptible position before the world. When Australia buys ships so
as not to be entirely at the disposal of Downing Street in maritime com-
merce, and Canada is asked why she does not do likewise, the answer in
the mouth of our Trade Minister is that Canada proposes to do nothing!
No people who raised such an army as we have levied ever behaved so
little like a nation as we have. In valour our men have been magnificent.
In statesmanship we have been pitiable.

And the future? Imperial conferences are proposed to rearrange the
future government of the Empire. The Imperial partnership that was
refused before the war is now, apparently, to be proffered. Lionel
Curtis’ book on “The Problem of the Commonwealth” deals with the sub-
ject most admirably. It is plain we cannot revert to the old condition.
What then is the future to be?




