
DISCOVERIES OF DE FONTE.

had any opporuinity of examining the coaft in the latitude where

he afterwards recognized the Archipelago of St. Lazarus.

Obfcrvations made in diiTercnt parts of the world, afford

ilrong proofs that the ( "<e covered the furface of the earth,

from whence it has bee i. > the cfTeft of fubterranean fire.

Without entering furtl «ii.a e fubjeft, I fliall only remark,

that there are many appearances in the northern parts of the

American continent, which favour the opinion of feveral rcfpefl-

able authors, who fuppofe, that it emerged at a later period than

the other continent above the furface of the fea; as a great num-

ber of volcanos ftill exifl: on the north-weft coaft, and the chain

of illands which extend between the two continents, called the

Fox Illands, appear to have been formed by volcanic eruptions.

It has indeed been fuppofed that fome parts of Spitzbergen have

very lately been raifed out of the fea ; as above a league within

land, beyond the mountains which form the fea coaft, the maft of

a fliip, with part of the rigging, was found fome years fince [q),

X 2 On

(f) Recutil del Foyaget du lltrti, Tom t, page 154.

Kut this ought not to be confidered as a proof, that the Tea once covered the Innd where

the mall was found ; as the greater part of Spitzbergen and Nova Zemlil.i is, in all probabi-

lity, an accumulation of ice covered with a fmall proportion of foil. Wood, who was fliip-

wreckcd upon Nova Zcmbia in 1676, fays, that " mod part of the country is covered per-

«' pctually with fnow, and that that is bare is not to be walked on, being like bogs, upon

" whofe fuperficies grows a mofs, which bearcth a fmall blue and yellow flower ; under the

«' fuperficies of this earth, about two feet deep, after we had dug fo low, we came to a firm

«' body of ice, which, as I think, was never heard of before ; fo thefe men that did imagine,

" if they were forced to vinter to the northward, would dig caves ia the earth to preferve
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