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refusal was returned. About four o^cIock tficir batteriea

began to phiy upon the town. The fire was returned

and continued without inttiTuptioti and with little etfect

till dark. Their shells were thrown till eleven oVlock.

At daylight, the firing recommenced; about tho

ftamo time the enemy began to land troops at the

Spiingwells, thn^e miles below Detroit, protected by
two of their armed vessels, iietween C and 7 o^clock|

they hud ollected h landing and took up thir line ^i' march.

They moved in a close column of platoons, twelve in

front, upon the bank of the river.

The fourth regiment was stationed in the fort; tho

Ohio volunteers and u part of the Michigan njyilitia, be-

hind some \)U kets, in a situation in which Ihe whole

flank of thc! enrmy would have bi'CMi (jxposed. Tho
residue of the Miciii^^un militia wire in tlie upj)er part

of the town to resist Ihf incursions of the savag.-s. Two
twenty-four pounders loaded with f^ajK; hIioI were
posted on a conmianding eminence;, ready (o sweep tho

advancing column. Ii> this (lituution, tht; superionty of

our position was apparent, and our troops, in tho eager

expectation of victory, a^valled the upproacli of the

enemy. Not a sigh of dij^conteut broke upon the ear
;

not a look of cowardice met the eye. Every nmn
expected a proud day for his country, and each was anx-

ious that his individual exertion should contribute to the

j^ueral result.

When the head of their column arrived within about

live hundred yards of our' line, orders were received

from General Hull for tho whole to retreat to the fort,

and for the twenty-four pounders not to open upon the

enemy. One universal burst of indignation was apparent

nytou the receipt of this order. Those whose conviction

wsB the deliberate result of a dispassionate examination

of passing events, saw the impropriety of crowding one

thousand one hundred men into a little work, which
biiQdred could fully man, and into which the shot


