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our miniftry, in ^^ ^^^^ ^7 "*» ^^^ *^^ '"'6'^^ which the French had by the peace of Uireclit,

g formidable. It
isconCwincd of filhing and dryinp; ^'leir fifli on die coalls of Newfoundland*,

npts after Canada ^'^ "^ '^ '^ ^'^'"y P'*^'" ^^^'^ ^'^*^ < .ition of diis ifland, and the part of the coaft

much fupcrior to
^ ->c>aounJland which is foi their ufc, that they might, and muft neceflhriiy

) is gone againfl ^^^' '•"^J^^^J ^s gnat a filhciy as ever the poffefllon of Louiiburg gave them i for

1 Amherft migh; *^^' i^^dcr is [2,reatly miftaken, if he imagines that that town aflUUd their tiiliing

i, with as mucii *^ ^'*y ^^^^^^ relpert, than as a port for tlieir (hips to rendezvous at. St. Porcrs

lie country, by the ifland is as well fuuated as Cape Breton, and they doubtlefs, if ever they come

n a moft remark- *<> ^^ poHcfled of it, will make it as great a nurfery as the other,

upwards of three '^'i" value of their cod fifliery before we drove th^m quite out of it was im-

i^ery fruitful, and fncnfe. It was unbounded, and ineftimable, annually employing at lead a

maintained in it
thouland fail, from two hundred to four hundred tons and twenty thoufand

e are many other '"cn. In the year 1730, there was a computation made of two hundred and

that prove very twenty thoufand quintils of fi(h at Merfeilles only, for a market, and commu-

jainft Martinico ^*^^^ rt»«/j they cured above five millions of quintals. How dangerous a nur-

fery of feamen has been and ever will be while in their pofleflion is very obvious,

of Great-Britain ^^ y^ this was only xhtxr fbare \ much greater indeed than ours. If we were to

are of the New- ^^^P ^^^ whole of this fifhery in our own hands at a peace we fliould gain annu-

ed, according to ^^y two millions of pounds fterling, by the loweft computations j for it occa-

fions a confumption of manufaftures greater than what can at firft be conceived.

, had again pro- It would not only be depriving our enemies oi fo important a branch of their

but that a man trade, but would abridge the revenue of France by leiTening the confumption of
'
the nation in a French fait, the profit of which is folcly in the crown, and more than half of

It leaft it appears

ight perhaps be • The thirteenth article of the treaty of Utrecht :
** The ifland called Newfoundland with

lis fifhery Hiould ^ adjacent iflands (hall from this time forward belong of right wholly to Britain ; and to that end

rt to France in
^^ '*^*" ^^^ fortrefs of Placentia, and whatever other places in the faid ifland in pofleflion of the

/•

V,' K u French, fliall be yielded and given up, within feven months from the exchange of the ratification of
pot wnicn has

fj^'i, treaty, or fooner if poflible by the moft Chriftian King, to thofe who have a commiflion from
^ell as any point tte Queen of Great- Britain, for that purpofe. Nor fliall the moftChriflian King, his heirs and fuc-

ich COniequence M^<)>'^t ^^ ^i^y °^ ^^^^ fubjeAs at any time hereafter lay claim to any right to the faid ifland and

ot the only cef-
/• ^ ^ .

.

lotcd out of them,

do without doubt

;

then be in vain to

[angered by them,

sr the French thus

ver fee them part

s as thofe here rc-
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iflands, or to any part of it or them. Moreover it ftiall not be lawful for the fubjefls of France, to

JTortify any place in the faid ifland of Newfoundland, or to erefl any buildings there befides flagcs

made of boards, and hiits neceflary and ufual for drying of fifli, or to refort to the faid ifland beyond

the time neceflfary for fifliing and drying of fifli. But it fliall be allowed to the fubje^s of France,

«» catch fifl) and to dry them on land in that part oAly, and in no other befldes that, of the faid

ifland of Newfoundland, which flretches from the place called Cape Bonavifta to the northern

point of the faid ifland, and from thence running down by the weflcrn fide, reaches as far as the

^tace called point Riche."——The claufe in the Britiih Memorial is, " Saving always th« privilege

£anted by the thirteenth article of the treaty of Utrecht to the fubjefts of France, to fifli and dry

eir codfifli on a part fpecified of the banks of Newfoandland, which privilege it propofcd to be

vencwed to France as aforefaid."

which


