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^ PREFACE.

ti;ro(l,an(l know the valiio of lihorly ;— tlicy will cndnrn but a littln

hmgcr. The propitious day is last a]>proacliing when they wil'

arise in their niiirht, and with a iniiled cllort substitute the Twin
Star Spann^led Caiiiier of Independence for tin; Royal Tyrant
Standard of Enirland— then America iVoni the Gulf of Mexico to

Mic Artie ocean,wilI form one irreat, whole, and happy repuldic. The
British government, without desiiTnint? it, is hasteningon the great era

of their birth as an independiMit people.

Canada must be free ! With a fertility of soil and expanse of terri-

tory sudicicnt to maintain millions— with a people constantly gazing

upon these prosperous and independent States-and oppressed as they

have been, by Jjritish tyranny, they cannot long remain enslaved.

—

The broad ocean se])ai'ates them from their oppressor,and and ifonce

tree, the impregnable walls of their Quebec, the Gibralter ofAmerica j

will bid defiance to cvcvy attempt at future sul)jugation We fer-

vently cherish the hope, that the day is not far distant when the Ea-

L''ic of Liberty sliall soar triumphant over this vast continent,

—

when a vestige of tyranny vrill not remain, and that the first step

lo wards this glorious consummation, will be the liberation of Ca-

nada.

From the first discovery of tjjis continent in 1492, down to the

L'lorious era 177G, the flags oi" the dithrent Enropeon poAvers, -who

claimed diil'erent portions of it, either by right of discovery or con.

<{ucsi, floated undisturbed over their vast possessions, from Capo
Horn to the Artie Ocean.

The only wars thatarose were in the ad justmentoftheir rival claims

to territory ; and in tiiese wars, the colonists ranged themselves ac-

cording to their allegiance, with a feeling of loyalty of which that

^\•hich is called the '-French war" ending in 1763, with the treaty of

(Quebec, is a memorable example. In this war. they freely spilled

their blood and treasure in the cpiarrel of the mother country, with-

out any advantage to themselves, other than what they derived from

Hieir being to some extent trained to arms—an advantage they were

soon destined to turn to a great account.

At the period of this treaty. Great Britain and Spain possessed,

or claimed to possess, almost the entire northern continent, and, witli

the Portuguese, the French, and the Dutch, they divided tlie south-
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