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conflitution requires of every citi/cn entering upon the legiflative or exe-

cutive fundion, to fwcar ** that he believes iu one God, in the future re-

wards and punilhments of another life, in the holinefs of the Old and

New Tdlamcnt, and that he profcUcs the Proteftant religion." In Ihort,

with individuals, and even with fomc focietics, religion' is one of the ob-

jcfts which occupies the leaft of the attention of the American people ;

and it is affirmed that in thofc ftatcs where Prefb) terianilin has prcferved

the moft of appearance, of influence, and of rigidity, it is exercifcd in

general only for the fake of form. • ' y

There arc in almoft all the towns of America, at leaft in the principal

cities of the ftatcs, focietics for ap:iculturc, focietics for the encouragement

of arts, and for the formation and maintenance ot public libraries ; thefc

laft excepted, few among them attain the end propofed, and but few of

them can ever be able to attain it in the prefent ftate of America. The ex-

penccs which thefe laft focietics incur in fmall pamphlets, arc paid by vo-

luntary fubfcription, in which the inhabitants of the United States, in

cafy circumftances, are more liberal when the public good is the objeCL

of them, than they are in bcftowing their time in reading them, ^i, , • .
•

There arc alfb a confidcrable number of charitable focietics, fome of

which arc marine focietics, whofc purpofe is, in fomc towns, to provide

a fubflftence for the wives and children of captains, or mailers, who die

at fea ; or for providing aififtance to all velTels wrecked upon their coafts.

There arc alfo focietics for the aiiillancc of emigrants ; that is to iixy, for

afTifting with advice and fuccours thofc flrangcrs who arrive from Eu-

rope, with an intention of cftabtilhing themfclvcs in America. Others

fubfcribe for the fupport of hofpitals and fchools, and for the diftributio-i

of proper medicines ; there are fomc for the purpofe of amelioratuig the

fituation of prifoners; fomc alfo for the civilization of the Indians; and,

laftly, others unite thcmfclves for the j^urpofc of accelerating in America

the epoch of the dcflru«ilion o( flavery. In ail thcfc diticrent charitable

focietics, compofed of men of all claffes, of all prol'efTions, and of* all reli-

gions, there is not one in which fome of the people called Quakers arc

not to be fouad } they arc the agents of a great many of them, and of

fomc
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