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ing ill favor of Free Trade, but hia atatemonU »iiil

araiiments apply with atill greater force in favor of
uiuon. On that ocoation he atated :

'* I have laid that nature aceina to point moat unmia-
tukably to the boneflui of an arranRement of th<a kind.
For exaiitple, we And in the Maritime Provinoea,
which nature has placed within anch easy reach of your
mannfacturinK 8tate of New York, an almoat unlimited
aupply of coal, peculiarly auited for their purposes. A
similar atate of thing* exists in Hrltlah Colimibla, where
almost at the water's edge the coal can be pliiced In
ocean-going ships, and convoypd to 8an Francisco and
other porta on your I'aciflc Coast. The very articles
which at these points, nature has practically deprived
you of.

Then looking at the Province of Ontario, which
nature has dovetailed almost into the heart of your
country, we are short of the heat and steam-producing
fuel, which your mines in Pennsylvania and Ohio sedin
to have been placed by a benoflcent Providence to sup-
ply ; but the politicians stepped in and, for a time,
filnced the barriers of cuatonnouBe duties upon ihofreo
nterchange of these nouessaries of our commercial

life : and said in etfect, ' the Jew shall have no doallngs
with the Samaritans,' and so with other products. Our
Ontario barley, which is as necessary to your malsters
as your Indian corn is to our distillers and farmers, the
politicians have aaid ' wo shall only exchange by the
payment of a duty upon either side

;
' and so from one

end of this imaginary line to the other, the natural ten-
dencies of the people on either side are thwarted ; and
their industry deprived of its legitimate reward by
these artiflcial barriers which the politicians have im-
posed."

According to the greatest minds in both countries
and Europe, union ia our manifest destiny, and if

it is desirable and inevitable, why not have it iiow

and let ua, na well as posterity, enjoy its fruits.

What would you think of a man and woman of

twenty-five years of age making up their minds to

marry and waiting until they were old Iwfore con-

auminating the union ?

Let there be honest, open avowal, free and kindly
discussion on l>oth sides of the lino and you will

see how soon we will remove all causes of fric-

tion and ill-will and dwell together in unity, peace,

righteousness and prosperity.

Perhapa you would like to know juat how the
Canadian people feel on the question. I can
only estimate and approximate ; I will tell you
what I do know and you can estimate for youraelvea.

Itut I will fii-at briefly refer to our alternativea

that have of late engaged a large amount of public

attention in Canada ; and I could not put the
matter more tersely and directly than by quoting
the words of the Hon. J. VV. Longley, Attorney-
General for Nova Scotia

:

" Speaking in general terms, it may be said that
Canadians have the choice of at least four alter-

natives :—
First—Remaining as we are, a colonial possession

of the Empire.
Second.—A direct political alliance with the

Empire, involving representation in the national

councils and a share in the responsibilities and
achievements of the whole nation.

Third.—Political union with the great English
nation lying beside us on this continent, with
whom we are intimately associated and connected

by geography, race, language, laws and civilization.

Fourth.—An independent nationality, with our
own flag and our own national responsibilities."

As to remaining as we are, a colonial dependency
of Great Britain ; that ia simply out of the ques-

tion, for the reasons given and to be given through-

out my address this evening, and innumerable other

reasons that need not be given, for the fact ia

generally, I might say universally, accepted.

The second alternative has been given the ahorter

name of " Imperial Federation," It ia the laat

deaperate fevered creation of a deceaaed Jingo

brain, and ita very name ia objectionable. W«
want nothing with the word " Imperial " in it, if

I miatake not the apirit of the new generation of

native Canadiana who have the aay in Canada.
That great thinker and inaater of Kugliah,

Goldwin Smith, has disposed of the Imperial
Federation craze with one brief argument. He
claims that no Federation is possible unleaa baaed
on the broad ground of individual political

equality. And ahould the present British Empire
federate on that basis '200,000,000 Hindoos would
outvote the rest of the Empire three to one, and
the capital of the Empire would naturally be Bom-
bay or Cnlcutta. I think that Professor Smith has
disposed of '* Imperial Federation."
The third course open to us ia my subject

tonight and I will for the present pass on to the
fourth, commonly called "Canadian Independence."

I will not trouble you with my viewa ao long as
I can compel my opponents to supply my argu-
ments, and I quote tne following from the pen of

the moving spirit among the Imperial Federation-
ists, a Mr. J. C. Hopkin, who, by the way, is a
native of North Dakota, U. S. He aaid :

" Independence is a daii<{erau8 dream. Inde-
pendence for Canada means dependence upon the
United States ; diplomatic weakness abroad ;

inability to protect our rights and privileges ; the
necessity of an enormous expenditure on defensive
armament ; increased debt anil a steadily growing
taxation as a consequence of added burdens ; loss

of possible trade preferences in the British market
or chance of a treaty with the United States short
of commercial annexation

;
provincial difficulties

without any increased federal powers. It in-

volves a similar declaration of independence by
Australia ; the Iohs to England of her coaling
stations, harbors and fortresses and the command
of the sea ; the destruction of her prestige and
the pof.siblu loss of India ; in short the disruption
and destruction of the British Empire."
My opponent, though not regarded as a political

heavy-wei({ht, has proved conclusively that Caa-
ailian Independence is " a dangerous dream."
Goldwin Smith has proved that " Imperial

Federation " cannot even be discussed without
provoking laughter and pity ; and the commercial
and agricultural depression, together with the
depopulation of Canada, shows that colonialism

must cease or we will have to hand Canada over to

the public creditor and let her go back to a state

of nature, for we can no longer afford to maintain
Canada as a breeding ground to supply the United
States with her best citi2ens.

I have undertaken to tell you what I know of the

progress of union sentiment, so that you may be
able to form your own opinion. I could give you
the names of hundreds of public men who favor the

cause, but they do not wish to declare themselves
until they have a press and organized party to back
them, and they argue that to declare for union until

they have tliese auxiliaries, would only be depriv-

ing themselves of influence they now possess, with
no real advantage to the cause ; I differ with them
entirely, and muat and do reapect thoir opiniona.

I would be guilty of a breach of confidence were I

to make their names public, but we have some men
who hold the liberty of free thought and free

speech dearer even than their influence or position,

and the Chief J ustice of the Queen's Bench Diviaion

of the High Court of Juatice for Ontario ia one of

theae far-aeeing, fearleaa and upright men, and as

he makea no aecret of the fact, I feel that I am
guilty of no breach of confidence when I make it

known, particularly when he did not confide in me
the fact ia already common property. Of course


