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CHRISTIAN CIVINC.

ILLUS'l'RATKI) AND EXFORCKD HV AXCII'.X'I' I'lrHIXC.

'•Will a iiiiin vol) (Jdd? Yet ye liavr ioIiIk'iI Mr.

I>iit ye say. wliircin linvi' wi' rohbt'il Thee ?

Jn titlic's and nnV'rinjfs."

Miilarlii HI. S.

Antiquity inipavts great intorost to any custom ; it also

invests it with a measure, of authority. IT you are able to add

to antiquity wide-spread assent, you may claim I'or the cus-

tom or institution, a yet larger interest, and a yet higher

authority.

For the payment of tithes as a sacred olleriiig, you have

very high antiquity. Coniining your attention, for a moment,

to the Biblical record, you are carried back to 'he time of

Abraham, who took a tenth of the spoils which he had recov-

ered during a successful war, and offered it to the service of

religion and of " the Most High Crod." in the person of Mel-

chisedec, a royal priest. .Tacol) must have learned from his

grandfather, whom he often saw, and from others, that giving

unto the Lord a tenth ol' one's possessions, was a recognized

religious duty. You rpm(}mber his vow, alter his heart had
been cheered on his sad and solitary journey towards Laban,

by the vision of th(> glorious ladder : "If God will be with

me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me
bread to eat and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my
father's house in jieace ; then shall the Lord be my God ; and
this stone, which I have set for a pillar shall be God's house

;

AND OK AliL THAT TlIOU SII.VLT (UVK ME, I WII-L SURELY (!IVE

THH TENTH UNTO TlIEE."
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