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tinental are already finîshed, and undoubt-
edly when the question of amalgamation
cornee before us we shall have ail the diffi-
culties now confruntiug us and shall hear
mnuchi the 5aine arguments as are, being
offered on one side of the House or the
.othter. With thetaking over of the Grand
Trunk Pacifie and its incorporation 'with
the Intercolonial, there 'will be in thi
country a syste-m of railroads comprisinig
16,000 miles and ýcovering ail parts oçf Cana-
da other than the portions now occupied
by the Grand Trunk railway and the (Cana-
dian Pacifie, particularly ,in the West,
where these railways have their largest
mileage. Honourable gentlemen can readily
aee that. <by the combination of ail these
rcads, in one systemn a saving can be effected
in the cQst of operation. 1 shail later touch
on the question as te, how the systein shàll
be managed. It will be seen that hy merg-
ing ail these sys-teme into one, important
terminals, owned by one systein and net by
the other can be utilized. To illustrate:
The Canadian Northern have a very im-
pcrtant line from Sudbury te Toronto,
which reaches all of the trade of 'western
Ontario and supplies, the produots of the
West te that large region. It takes the
manufactures and production of that por-
tion of Ontario te, the West. There is a-
large volumne of traffie. The volume of
traffie that goes into the Northwest over
that Une is, I venture te say, larger th.an
any other. The trafflo frein Ontario te the
West exceeds that of Quebec and thie Mari-
time Provinces.

The Montreal terminal owned. by the Cana-
dian Northern is in a similar position.
The premoters of the Grand Truuk Pacifie,
fer seme reason, passed by Montreal. They
have ne cennection with Toronto except by
the route now open over the provincial road
and the Grand Trunk. But that is of ne,
value te Montreal. Se far as the relation
of the Grand Trunk Pacifié or the Trans-
continental te Montreal is concerned, Mont-
real has searcely the position of a tank sta-
tion. But with the developinent of the
Montreal terminals for the uàe of both
systems, a oonnection would- be establiehed
between the province of 'Quehec and the
whole Northwest. I wil1 say further that
the developiment of the Canadian Norffhern
under the proposed geveriment manage-
ment will bring an hnimetnse volume of dtrade
by et once completing the -terinnsas to
Montreal. Montreal is in -the happy posi-
tion that the three transcontinental lines
make it theh- terminal et the seaboard.

Another advantage that appears is that
less rolling stock would De required for
the uni-ted systein than for the three
separate systein, the Intercolonial, the
Transcontinental and tîhe Canadien, North-
ern. The rolling stock, under one cen-
tral, could be utilized where it is Mosat
needed. There would be no quesltion of
borrowîng or lendiiig cars. The rolling
stock of the whole country would be avail-
able. Looking at the future of rthe country,
we trust and belleve that when the war is
eover we shall obtain a large immigration.
'Ne must have it. The ability of seven or
elght million people te hold this country,
which. la large eneugh to provide homes for
eighty million people, will be challenged.
Immigration a.nd developmnent in 'the West
and Northwest are absolutely neeessary, and
1 cen oonceive of ne better method, ne bet-
ter policy, than the union of ail these roads
for the developinent of that country, for
bringing in the immigration which wil
be needed, and for carrying the much
greater production of the West te the sea-
board. The direct route leade%'t the Mont-
real terminais by the, Transconýtinental and
the Canadian Northern, and -te the present
Quebec terminal, by the Transcontinental.

There is in the West a source of revenue
which perhaps may not beknown to many
honourable gentlemen. There is on the
P>acifie slope a forest growth which. I dlaim,
in presence ef the honourable gentleman
from Rideau (Hon. Mr. Edwards), is in
extent and ini quantity the largest block of
valuable timber, for the saine area of lanid,
that staiids upon the continent. I ceuld net
estimate its value in billions. There is a
stretch ef timber 600 or 700 mil-es in length

ýby fromn 100 te 250 miles in width. That
timber must cernte te the railways, largely,
te be marketed. That portion which lies
along the Pacifie coast or a short distance
inland may be taken out, converted
on the coast andshipped by water. We
are going largely te the Pacifie coast for
lumber aud timber to-day. Shiphuilders on
the St. Lawrence, at Quebec, Mon-treal,
and, I think, at other points, are drawing
their timber frein the Pacifie cost. It
is only there that, they can get the quan-
tity and sizes required. The production of
that timber is marvellous. The timber is
twe feet square and 120 feet or more in
length; net ouly is it valuable for con-
struction purposes, but the better grades,
the clear-faced luxpber, is a splendid finish-
mng woed. It ijs used largely now, and will
be used te. a greater extent ini the future,


