
MAROH 3, 1915

My reason for the inquiry is sinnply to
ask this Government whether they have
any intention oi creating a Dominion Trade
Commission to meet similar conditàons in
Canada. The. necessity $or comimissions
no-a-days is et once conceded lor the
reaison that business generally has beoodne
so complex, that with the gro-wth et the.
country, [t is impossible for -the Tresau!r
Board to give them as mauch time as would
meet ail foie situations as tihey camne up.
We know whet the Railwey Commission
bas done and I belleve there is not -a pean
in Canada found unwilling at this moment
to pay ail the ieessary coats which. it in-
ours.

In loolving over the latest ceusus for 1911,
I find that the. manufactuzing interesis of
the. Dominion bas $1,247,58360 invested,
and that 19,218 persona are engaged in tihe
work of manufacture, produciug $1,165,975,-
635 worth of products and employing 515,203
persona, payiug in ail for wages and sal-
aries $241,008,416. This is a very large in-
terest to be dependent altogetiher upon hall
a dozen Minieters of the Crown, sud it may
possibly lie sbown thaît -wdth sucb an en-
ormous açnounit of money -invested, with
all its ramifications, and auch e valuable
and essential asset as lA is to the Dominion
of! Canada, it ouglit to have a comiin
'of the very best men $io b. found s to
sec thet -no injustice or unfairness is doile
between buyer and seller aud between cap-
ital and labour -aud with business going on
for th.e bene~fit of the people as a iitole
throughout the Dominion.

The. firet crecommendation iu the United
States to secure the recuits now aought to
be sohîeved tbrough the Federal. Trade Coni-
mission, appears to -have been made in 1900
and whicih reada as follows:

The larger corporations-the so-called trust--
should be required to publlah a.nnually a pro-
periy audlted report showing in reazonable de-
tail thefr assets and liabilities, 'wlth profit and
less; such reporte and audit under oath to be
subjeot. to Government Inspection. The 'Pur-
pose of said publlclty ls to encourage competi-
tion whcn profite become excessive, thus pro-
tectlng consumera against too high prices and
t> guard the lnteresta of cmployees by a know-
ledge of the financlal condition of the business
In which they are empioycd.

Their final report Ïhad siso the following,
ta wit:

That there be created In the Treasury Depart-.
ment a permanent bureau the duty of which.
saoi be to register ail state corporations en-
gaged in Interatate or foreign commerce; to
secure froin such corporations ail reports needed
to enable the Governmcnt to levyr a franchise
tax with certainty and justice, and to collect
the saine; to make such Inspection and examina-
tion of the business and accounts of such cor-

porations au wiil guarantec the completenesa
and accuracy of the Information necded to as-
certain whether such corporations are observ-
lng the conditions preacribed In the Act and to
enforce penalties against delinquents; and to
collate snd publish Information regardlng such
combinations and the Industries In which they
may be. engagcd, so as to furnish to the Con-
grees proper Information for possible future
legislatioIL

The publiclty sccured by the governmental
agency uhould be snch as wlll prevent the deccp-
tion of Uhc public through secrecy ln the or-
ganization and management of industrial com-
binations or through false Information. Such
agency would aloo bave at Its command the
bout sources of Information regarding special
privIleges or discrIiInations, of whatevcr nia-
turc, by whlch Industrial combinatIons secure
xnonopoly or become dangerous to thc public
welfare. It ia probable -that the. provisions
herein recommended will be mufficient to re-
move mont of the abuaez which have arisen In
connection with Industriai combinations. The
remedies suggestcdl may be cmployed with little
or no danger to Industriel prosperlty and with
the certainty of sccuring Information which
would enable Congreas to protect Uic public
by further legislation If necessary.

In view of the passage of this Act, whieh
lias now become law and providing for it,
tbe cxcerpt froim the platfor.ms of the dif-
ferent parties who -sought the suffrages of
the. people et thc lsst presidentiil élection
are very interesting, ifor exazuple the Deino-
cratic party said:

A private monopoly ia ludefenaible snd Iu-
toîcrabie. We therefore favour thc vigorous en-
forcement of thc criminal as well as Uic civil
law against trusta sud trust oMetcais, sud de-
-and Uic enactment of such additlonal legisia-
tion as may bc nccessary to makc it Impossible
for.a private mnonopoly to cxlst In Uic United
States.

We favour thc declaration by law of the
conditions upon-which corporation sha.1 be
permlttcd to engage in Interstate trade, In-
cludlng. among others, the prevention .of hold-
ing campantes, of Intcrlocklng directoris, of
stock-watering, of discrimination iu price, and
thc control by any onc corporation of no large
a proportion of any lndustry as to make It a
menace to competitive conditions.

We condemn the action of the Republican
administration In compromiaing wli Uic
Standard 011 Company and Uic tobacco trust,
and uts fallure to invoke the criminal provi-
sions of Uic anti-trust law against the officers
of Uiese corporations after Uhc court hiad de-
clared that froin the undisputed facto In the
record, thcy had violated Uic -criminal provi-
sions -of Uic law.

We regret that the Sherman anti-trust law
bas recelved a judiclal construction deprivlng it
of much of Its efficacy, and we favour the enact-
ment of legislatlon which wlill restore to Uic
statute the strength of which It bas been de-
prived by such Interpretation.

At the Republican National Convention,
thc following was deol-ared by its lest plat-
formi:

In the enforcement and administration of
Federal iaws governlng Interstate commerce
and, enterprises Impressed with a public use


